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My office is only ten minutes’ walk away from
Mr. Cai Yuanpei’s former residence. Walk
straight into the Dongtangzihutong alleyway
from its western exit until you see a small yard
with grey walls and mossy tiles standing in
tranquility and surrounded by bustling cities.
There is a small scarlet door with a door plate
written "No. 75 Dongtangzihutong Alleyway"
on the lintel, and with black-painted frame.
In the west of the door placed a long brick,
in which a square white marble with the
clear carving of "The former residence of Cai

Yuanpei" was built.

As the door of the courtyard is opened, light
sprays over the silent alleyway and the house
and trees cast their mottled shadows. It was
the house that Mr. Cai Yuanpei lived in when
he served as the president of Peking University
in 1917. It seems that the three-row quadrangle

courtyard which faces south still reserves the

memories of the owner. Walk deeper along the corridor, you may
find a white marble sculpture of Mr. Cai who insightfully gazes at the

modern China after the Revolution of 1911.

The yard at No.75 Dongtangzihutong alleyway is a record of Cai’s life
and the special days during the May 4th Movement. This simple and
ordinary quadrangle courtyard is remembered for it awoke millions of

Chinese and stimulating the Movement 92 years ago.

Now I am standing in front of Mr. Cai’s sculpture, and I cannot go back
to the revolutionary days to benefit from him in person, but it is destined
that [ would learn from him when I studied in Peking University 60 years
later. What’s more, I am honored with the opportunity to reserve the
house bearing the memories of Mr. Cai, which is indeed an honor and

responsibility for any member of the university.

Throughout the history, Mr. Cai’s former residence has been used
as common dwellings for several decades. By the end of the 1990s,
altogether 14 families have moved in the yard which turned more
crowded. The original style and layout of the yard disappeared, not to

mention the preparation for receiving visitors.
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In 2000, the municipal government of Beijing
carried out a reconstruction and demolition
project of dangerous houses in Jinbao Street,
putting the protection and repair of Cai’s
former residence on the governmental agenda.
Cai’s former residence is not only a protected
historic site, but a distinguishing feature in
Jinbao Street. In 2007, the renovation project of
Cai’s former residence was initiated under the
direction of cultural relic departments of both
Beijing municipal government and Dongcheng
District. We can say that the project is a process
of historic importance, during which Fu Wah
International Group has devoted much efforts
to the plan, independence and the later repair
and display of the relics. It cost tens of millions
from the phase of demolition to planning, from
repairing to the collection of the displaying
items. By May 2009, a brand new Cai Yuanpei's
former residence full of stories and histories

was finally presented to the society.

on

Now the former residence situated at No. 75 Dongtangzihutong
alleyway is among the eighth group of municipal units of protected
cultural relics, a patriotic education site free to the public. I am-glad
to see here crowded because the best gift to history, I think, is to
make it continue. October 10th this year marks the centennial of the
Revolution of 1911 and Mr. Cai was one of thexleaders, I suppose to
record the history on such a special day, which brings about the initial
construct of this book, No. 75 Dongtangzihutong Alleyway---the Past

and the Present of CaiYuanpei’s Former Residence.

In the Records of Buildings in Suburban Beijing written by Liang
Sicheng and Lin Huiyin, buildings have in their own a kind of building
spirit which is the very soul of the building. "All lofty ancient gate
towers or decadent hall bases are telling in whisper even singing the
changes in time; from soft love stories to cruel slaughters. All these are

poetic and vivid."

Cai Yuanpei’s former residence is the same. Each of its corners seems
to haunt the breath of that age. The items recovered as the original
such as the blue sheet with white flowers spreading on the single

bed, as well as the cyan long gown hung on the hanger seemingly
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indicating that the owner left just now. An
old English typewriter on the desk before the
window is exposed to the sunshine at noon.
On the table, you can find the manuscripts of
Mr. Cai’s The Gist of Pedagogic Psychology
which still smells the fragrance of Chinese ink.
Turn to the corner, there is an antique dialing
telephone made in 1918; once picking it up,
you can hear the clear sound of dialing. All
these items made visitors feel like being close

to their owners.

Fascinated with this feeling, I often, in afternoons, subconsciously
wander here from the building beside, seeing several visitors standing
in the yard, whispering, sighing or pondering by themselves. Every
such moment I can hardly control the overflow of the proud of what
I have done before. In coincidence, I am involved in Mr. Cai’s history
and make it continue and accumulate in the yard, educating and
enlightening the later generations. I have to say it is really destined

arrangements.

The NO. 75 Dongtangzihutong Alleyway is a history book about Mr.

Cai’s life in special times, which will be handed down forever.
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Throughout history, ancient Chinese architecture
and urban planning have formed China’s unique
cultural and architectural features, no matter
in technology, art or other aspects. However,
due to the low social status and poor education
of the artisans in feudal society, experience
from ancient architecture has not been put into
words, which otherwise can be passed on from
generation to generation. This impedes the
development of Chinese architecture. Since the
early 20th Century, CaiYuanpei, a great educator,
began to advocate modern architecture, and his
new educational philosophy of “ Freedom of
Thoughts, an All-bracing Openness to Ideas”
also influenced and inspired Mr. Liang Sicheng,
which laid the ideological foundation and gave
firm faith for the latter to engage in the study of

Chinese architecture.

These historical relics, ancient buildings and

former residences of celebrities are a symbol of

ancient civilization and a logo of historical and cultural city, as China
is one of the ancient civilizations in the world and Beijing is a famous
historical and cultural city worldwide. Just think about this: if a city or
a country loses its own ancient culture and historical heritage, which
are its spiritual pillars, will the people there lose a kind of spiritual
reliance just because of missing this pillar? Since 1940, under the
guidance of Mr. Liang Sicheng, I have assisted him in the conservation
and researches of China’s relics and ancient buildings and contributed
my pygmy efforts to the inheritance of Chinese culture. At the
beginning of 1949, as Peking was liberated, I had the opportunity to
follow Mr. Liang to conserve and study the ancient architecture inside

Peking city.

The former residence of Mr. Cai, to my mind, is a typical three-row
quadrangle courtyard. But in the past, the small yard was full of more
than 10 households to its capacity and, as each household built his
own houses, there was no room left to get a foothold. At that time, my
teacher took this place as a cradle for the New Culture Movement and
a small salon for the new academy. All these pieces of memories have
long been dispersed as different people moved in and out of the yard

and as time went by.



