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50 First Dates
(A1 & 50 k)

Directed by(&) Peter Segal
Genre(3%) Comedy
Distributed by Columbia Picture

Starring(F %)

Adam Sandler (& % - & 1% %) — Henry Roth, a womanizing marine-life
veterinarian who cares for animals in an aquatic amusement park in Hawaii.
Drew Barrymore({&.4 - © ¥ # &) — Lucy Whitmore, a local art teacher, with
very charming smile on face.

Rob Schneider ( ¥ 16 - % % 4#%&) — Ula, Henry’s marijuana-smoking, native
Hawaiian assistant. Ula is unhappily married to an overweight native woman and
has five young, athletically talented children.

Blake Clark(# £ %, - %42 ¥,) — Marlin Whitmore, Lucy’s father, a professional

fisherman.

Previewing Questions

Directions: Talk with your partners about the following questions.
(1) What’s an ideal first date like in your mind?

(2) Do you believe that someone could fall in love with the same person about
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50 times?

(3) Have you heard of Drew Barrymore before? Do you know some of her
films?

(4) How do you define true love? Do you believe “love conquers all”?

Synopsis of the Film

Henry Roth is a womanizing marine-life veterinarian who cares for
animals in an aquatic amusement park in Hawaii. The film begins with a
review of Henry’s sexual conquests and scenes of him at work with his
assistants Ula and Alexa.

One morning, Henry meets Lucy Whitmore, a local art teacher, in a
café. They hit it off and agree to meet the next day, but when Henry returns,
Lucy has no memory of him or their previous meeting. Pulling him aside to
where Lucy cannot hear them, the café owner explains to Henry that, as a
result of a car accident a year earlier, Lucy suffers from Goldfield Syndrome,
a fictional form of anterograde amnesia in which each day’s events disappear
from her memory overnight. She innocently believes every day to be the
birthday of her father, Marlin, which happens to be the day of the accident.
In order to shield her from the pain of repeatedly learning about the
accident, Marlin and Lucy’s brother, Doug, re-enact the activities of Marlin’s
birthday every day.

Realizing that he is falling in love with Lucy, Henry sheds his
philandering ways and devises new ways to ‘meet’ her again every day,
hoping that one day she will retain her memories—and feelings—for him. He
eventually convinces Marlin that hiding the truth from Lucy is worse than
explaining it to her each day, so they begin to leave video tapes for her to
watch each morning, explaining her situation and her relationship with
Henry. Lucy also writes notes to herself in a diary. Over time, she begins to

- reciprocate Henry’s feelings, even accepting his marriage proposal.

One morning, Lucy hears that Henry has canceled his plans to sail to the
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Arctic on a research expedition, for which he has spent years preparing, in
order to be with her. Not wanting to hold him back, she destroys all evidence
of their relationship, insists that he leave her, and commits herself to a
specialist unit in a hospital.

Now shut out of Lucy’s life, Henry prepares for his trip. Before he sets
sail, Marlin gives him a Beach Boys’ CD containing the music that Lucy used
to give Marlin for his fishing trips when she was a girl because it reminded
him of his wife. More recently, Lucy would sing this music on days when she
was with Henry. Shortly after departing, Henry realizes that the CD may be a
hint from Marlin that Lucy does indeed remember him, so he rushes back to
the hospital to see her. Upon seeing him again, Lucy explains that she still
does not know who he is but she has been dreaming about him and remembers
his face, as evidenced by the many paintings and drawings she has produced of
him while in the hospital. Taking this to be proof of their love for each
other, the couple reunites.

The last scene of the film is set several years later. Although she is
unaware of it as she wakes up one morning in the cabin of Henry’s yacht,
Lucy is married to Henry and sailing in the Arctic with him, his dream finally
fulfills. After tearfully watching scenes of her accident and her wedding to
Henry on a video tape, she climbs onto the deck of the boat to be greeted by
Henry, their young daughter, and Marlin.

veterinarian / vetora'nesrion/ n. person who is skilled in the treatment of
animal diseases and injuries & [&

Hawaii /ho'waii:/ n. ER%E

café /'keefei/ n. small inexpensive restaurant serving light meals and drinks
oo o

hit it off 415 %

Goldfield Syndrome 4 X 45 &1

anterograde /zento'rogrerd/ amnesia /zem'nizie/ W4T H & &

innocently /inssntli/ adv. knowing nothing of evil or wrong X E 3,

‘o®
(@,
)
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re-enact /'rin'neekt/ vi. act for a second time Bk #3# , X &I
philandering /fi'leendoriy/ adj. having sex with various people who are not
your spouse or partner, without intending to have any serious relationships 7%,
NG

retain /ri'tern/ vt. keep sth. in one’s memory it fE, % &

reciprocate /ri'siprokert/ vt. return (sth. done, give or felt) [

Arctic /'aktik/ n. the region around the North Pole Jt4% &

expedition /,ekspr'difon/ n. organized journey or voyage with a particular
aim # %

specialist unit 45 5| £ &2

depart /dipait/ vi. go away, leave i X

hint /hint/ n. slight indication; trace % &, % £

evidence /'evidens/ n. information that gives a reason for believing sth or
proves sth iE #

reunite /rijur'nat/ vi. come together again £ &

cabin /'keebin/ n. small room or compartment on a ship, an aircraft or a
spacecraft & ff:

yacht /jot/ n. light sailing-boat, esp. one built specifically for racing f###
fulfill /fol'fil/ vi. perform (sth) or bring (sth) to completion 5},

deck /dek/ n. any of the floors of a ship in or above the hull ¥ &

Wonderful Dialogs

I. The first meeting of Henry and Lucy at coffee bar

Henry: You know, why don’t you try this. It’s kind of a hinge.

Lucy: Now, why didn’t I think of that ...

Henry: Well, you're too close to the project. Don’t be hard on yourself.
Lucy: Right. Sometimes you need an outsider’s perspective.

Henry: Fresh eye never hurts.

Lucy: I'm Lucy.

Henry: Yes. I'm Henry Roth.
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Henry & Lucy: Nice to meet you. — Nice to meet you.

Henry: It’s pretty. Keep up the good work.

Lucy: Wait. I see you're sitting there alone. Do you wanna come and sit down?

Henry: Sure, that’d be great, if that’s all right.

Lucy: So are you an architect . ..

Henry: I am not. I'm in fish.

Lucy: Oh, that’s where the smell is coming from.

Henry: Yeah, yeah, I was feeding a walrus this morning, and I thought I got
most of it off of me, but guess I didn’t.

Lucy: I love that smell.

Henry: No, you don’t. Fish don’t even like that smell.

Lucy: No, I do. My dad’s a fisherman. He and my brother Doug, they go out
to seca for months at a time. And I miss them so much while they’re gone
that when they come back, I just hold on to them for five minutes each.
And they smell just like your hands. It’s the best smell in the world.

Henry. Well, my fingers are available, for your sniffing pleasure anytime you
need them.

Lucy: Wanna-Okay.

Il. Henry and the doctor are talking about Lucy’s disease in the hospital

Doctor: Lucy, these are your brain scans here. I'm afraid they show no
improvement. The temporal lobe was severely damaged. What we believe
is scar tissue here is impairing your ability to convert short-term memory
into long-term memory while you sleep. The condition’s come to be known
as Goldfield Syndrome.

Henry: Who’s Goldfield?

Doctor: A brilliant Lithuanian psychiatrist. He himself suffered temporal-
lobe damage. It took him four years to publish his findings, because he had
to keep starting over from scratch. Obviously, your sense of humor is still
intact, and that’s here. Magnificent amygdala as well.

lIl. Lucy tries to break up with Henry at the ocean park
Lucy: Henry.
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Henry: Hey!

Lucy: How’s your head?

Henry: Oh, it’s fine. Don’t worry.

Lucy: Good.

Henry: What brings your royal cuteness out here?

Lucy: I needed to see you.

Henry. Okay. What you got there?

Lucy: It’s my journal. I write in it every night.

Henry: Oh, you don’t like the video

Lucy: No, I love it. It’s just sometimes when I watch it, I feel like I’'m being
told about my life from someone else. And when I read this, it’s like I'm
telling myself.

Henry: When did you start this up?

Lucy: Right after you gave me the video.

Henry: Really?

Lucy: I was so nervous to come here and meet the guy that makes me fall in
love with him every day.

Henry: Well, you probably thought I couldn’t live up to the hype.

Lucy: No. I was nervous because ... Because I came here to break up with
you. You had plans and a life before you met me and now all you have time
for ... , ... is to make me fall in love with you.

Henry That’s not all I do. I gave a penguin a bath today. Which I'll have to
do again tomorrow.

Lucy: I look at my dad and my brother’s lives and I won’t do that to you.

Henry: What do you want me to do? Be some chapter in your scrapbook and
go my way?

Lucy: No. My plan is to erase you completely, so it’s as if you never existed.

Henry: Why are you doing this?

Lucy: Because you have to understand that there is no future with me. Don’t
you want to have a career and marriage and children?

Henry: I asked you to marry me. You said yes. Kids Yeah, I'd love to do it.

Lucy: But how is that going to work? I’'m gonna wake up every morning with
an enormous belly and no memory of how it happened? I have to make a
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new journal that doesn’t have you in it. But before I do, I really want you
to read what I wrote about you.

Henry: I will read about it tomorrow when you forget about all this breaking
up stuff, okay?

Lucy: I'm not going to forget it. I wrote it down. I won’t let myself forget it.
And I’'m gonna do it whether you want me to or not. I'll be at my house.

Language points

hinge /hind3/ n. piece of metal, on which a lid, door, or gate turns or
swings as it opens and closes []4X, [1#

project /'prodzekt/ n. piece of work that is undertaken or attempted T #2,
BE (EXERBEEGTANE

perspective /po'spektiv/ n. A particular perspective is a particular way of
thinking about something, especially one that is influenced by your beliefs or
experiences i £ , A

fresh eye never hurts .40 #5“% W %"

architect /'akitekt/ n. person who designs buildings and supervises their
construction # % Jfi

walrus /'woilres/ n. large sea-animal living in Arctic regions, similar to a
seal but having two long tusks ¥ %

fisherman /'fifemon/ n. person who catches fish, esp. as a job but also as a
sport or hobby # %

sniff /snif/ v. draw air in through the nose as one breathes, esp. to
discover or enjoy the smell of sth [#, %

scan /skeen/ n. A scan is a medical test in which a machine sends a beam of
X-rays over a part of your body in order to check that it is healthy. 34
temporal lobe that part of the cerebral cortex in either hemisphere of brain
lying inside the temples of the head. vt

Goldfield Syndrome 4 [ 4 A-4F

psychiatrist /sar'karstrist/ n. specialist in psychiatry ¥ # 5 & 4

amygdala /o'migdala/ n. & #kiK

journal /'dzsmol/ n. daily records of news, events, business transactions,

'ﬂ
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