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Achilles I\ge}
BB E—BA

The Greek poet Homer has given us many phrases. A fa-
mous one is “Achilles heel”, his weak spot.

Achilles, one of the Greek heroes in the Iliad, another
epic attributed to Homer, was taken by his mother when he
was a child and dipped in the River Styx to make him invulner-
able. The water washed every part of his body except the heel
in his mother’s hand.

In the Trojan War, none of the Trojan weapons was able
to hurt Achilles. The god Apollo, however, knew of Achilles
weak spot and told Paris about it. Paris then shot an arrow at
Achilles’ heel and killed him.

AERARMDARIMNET TRERE, HPELH M
RZEGHHER". SMABRFECH MEZEHNEG
BR”, Bt B 55 o
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apple;pie order
HERE

It is said that the housewives of New England loved or-
der, everything in the right place. They cut their apples in
even slices and filed their pies with them in a well-organized
way, row upon row. This, perhaps, explains why it is gener-
ally believed that “apple-pie order ”
land.

XR—FERRE WEFERZHFREDLEREF M
AR B IAE B LR BE B L . i T 1 B R e, BRIBRER A
TARRES, —H—H FHERMBHEGE. XUFRET I
BIEREL B HER =K.

came out of New Eng-

apple of discord
ARZE

This idiom comes from Greek mythology.

All the gods and goddess sat around the table to celebrate
the marriage of Thetis and Peleus. Discord, who was the trou-
blemaker, threw a golden apple on the table, to be given as a
prize to the most beautiful goddess. It was not an east decision
to make. How could one choose among Juno, Minerva and
Venus? So it was left to Paris to decide. He chose Venus.
Juno and Minerva were furious and threatened to settle mat-
ters with him. And this brought on the long Trojan War.

BLRLE B A IS .
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ZHHERIL E—N"EERNERT L RERERABEWH

T XREESMNE, M ERFZERE  FELHEER

5ZMENTHEAMZEELERER? TREXGELHTH

BHREMEFHER. AEMED THAN ., REMNFEERLNE

B, BB EMMEK. XRIFBTY BHFANFERLS .
B X FE apple of discord BER, T “HAR 7.

an ass in a lion’s skin
B nE

An ass, having put on a lion’s skin, roamed about in the
forest, and amused himself by frightening all the foolish ani-
mals he met with in his wanderings. At last meeting a fox, he
tried to frighten him also, but the fox no sooner heard the
sound of his voice, than he explained, “I might possibly have
been frightened myself, if I had not heard your bray. ”

Hi¥E: BEWENYTF.

HWRUE S B(REES). —kPFHRT KW FRERMK
R, BRI YR T ER AR REE . R R R —
HOCE , R 0R{t— T, BRI K — 75, 0% — W7, A i 2
KT, TRBEMAMG . “EARRRYT WARE M, T 40 EEHAR
m—Bkue.”

. Aug n stables
A 8 0

According to Greek mythology, Augeus, King of Elis in
Greece, had a stable occupied by three thousand oxen, which
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had not been cleaned for thirty years. Hercules cleaned it in
one day by turning two rivers through it. Hence to cleanse the
Augeus stables is to correct a great abuse, or to remove a nui-
sance or scandal which seemed irremovable.
FEREPR,FRRNEERBRHE —15FF 3 000
K4H4 R, 30 FRAETH. B AL R RE T FHKE
4B, - KRB EEITHT. Bk, FREEMHTN S ERE
FRECEERENERMLEHART.

bell the cat
SWARR ARKER
A family of mice could get no food because of its fear of a
cat. The mice decided that the best thing to do would be to tie
a bell around the cat’s neck. That would tell them where the
cat was. All agreed that it was a splendid idea, until one wise
mouse stepped up and asked, “Who will bell the cat? ”
HRELAREELZEEHE. —BERATHEH—R
MA I RE, 2R EEITF WA XA R KK —BOAH
BREFNMERRERNE T LR XK, ERT LR
TRAEHERE A ERBANARR N EYH IR, TE
WHELR?

between Scylla and Charybdis
BB R e A
In the straits of Messina, between Italy and Sicily, there
is a rock on one side anciently called Scylla, and on the other a
6



dangerous whirlpool called Charybdis. Sailors who gave Scylla
a wide berth ran the risk of being drawn into Charybdis and
destroyed: in avoiding Scylla, they were in danger of falling
into Charybdis. When a dilemma of this kind occurs, one
might say, “ Take care that in avoiding Scylla, you do not fall
into Charybdis. ”

B AF PG PG B 2 [B] ) Messina ¥, 5 — 1B KK &
A, A BHE 8 Scylla. B X & Charybdis KUEH . KFA]
s, REL.LE EER, XEHLE AR, ER#BH
e, HHEIHRERH between the devil and the deep sea,

bite the bullet
WEF K

As we all know, people in great pain sometimes tighten
their fists, or clench their teeth, or bite down hard on a fin-
ger. It seems to ease their pain. Years ago, on the battlefield,
one did not find pain-killing drugs. And it is said that during
emergency operation, soldiers would bite a bullet, to ease
their suffering.

Now it means to do something quickly with no further de-
lay, no matter how painful the action may be.

REFE, \EXRENANCBEEL ANSRETX,
REBREFRL, UPXHETLUEBEER. B ERH L, 28
AR B, WIREHTFAN, B EIEEREFHRE
.

RE, ENEERRES, ZAMBHBEMFR, AEX
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Blitz
IR B

The word “blitz” means an attack or campaign. At the be-
ginning of World War I, the powerful German army of Nazi
leader, Adolf Hitler moved with great speed and skill through
Western Europe. The Germans captured Poland, Belgium,
France and other countries in a very short time.

Hitler described his aggressive plan with the German
word “blitzkrieg”. Blitzkrieg means war that is fought as
quickly as lightning strikes.

Military experts arcund the world soon began to use the
~vord blitzkrieg to describe any fast moving, powerful attack
Ly strong forces.

Political leaders and business companies also used the
w ord “blitz” in their campaign and advertising.

Adolf Hitler failed with his blitzkrieg to defeat the West-
ern alliance. But the word itself has become part of the Eng-
lish language.

IR R — IR B — R R

AR _RMHRKROM, BROEREHAR L FRHESX -
AEHNEN T, URERAREE Z HEEEK. EEALERE
RoBT[E] Bk ST L R A R EREE - EEK.

FEOERL AR, AT - M EEEE L ER
BN BT ERE AR 2 RN EFERUIHHAR
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FIEX - HFEHBERNELTRATRAE, BX4
BRAHEEBERET .

\ borr/ox(éd plumes
ik K

Jupiter determined, it is said, to create a sovereign over
the birds; and made proclamation that on a certain day they
should all present themselves before him, when he would him-
self choose the most beautiful among them to be king. The
jackdaw, knowing his own ugliness, searched through the
woods and fields, and collected the feathers which had fallen
from the wings of his companions, and stuck them in all parts
of his body, hoping thereby to make himself the most beauti-
ful of all. When the appointed day arrived, and the birds had
assembled before Jupiter,® the jackdaw also made his appear-
ance in his many-feathered finery. On Jupiter proposing to
make him king, on account of the beauty of the plumage, the
birds indignantly protested, and each plucking from him his
own feathers, the jackdaw was again nothing but a jackdaw.

RS B(RERE T ) R REFRE LT ERE
BEE . FRET A% MEREXA K S G ] & @87
ko HMESEKIEEREN-AAIRBEZE,. EBAARA,

@ it :Japiter R DRHETHEN ERBEHIEPY zeus



R T HRMRAMBE, KEAFSMORMES EETRONE, K
WHEEACHE, FEATXAPE. RN S RPHREN—
R.BEITHENR X, RSBREERZFOER . EHLEF
HEXRPBEROERLAT KREHFRABHPBRE, FITHELE
BAE IS EERMIFNERNE ERET ACHR
. TR FEBEXRTRKE,

break the ice
AR M K

This phrase is river-born. Winter often leaves a small riv-
er with so much solid ice that some boats can not get through.
The crews of such boats in times past chopped through the ice
with hand axes to get the boat moving. Later, the thick ice
was broken up by power machines. And that is how the ex-
pression, “to break the ice”, got started. It meant to make
your first move, to do something for the first time; it was not
possible until the ice was broken.

XMAEERNRARX. X, /M LEEEREEN—BIK,
T kiTE., &, EMKFRFFBK SRITH—
KB, ERUANNIGHEENKEWE. TRRTET
W RN . ENERRELE P, RAIKMES, &
AWBRK, Re—F LR,

bury, the hatchet
BEAT, KR
To bury the hatchet is to make peace. The hatchet was a
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weapon used by American Indians. When tribes of these peo-
ple who had been at war, made peace, it was a custom among
them that their leaders should sit down together and all smoke
in turn from the same pipe, called the ‘pipe of peace’. They
then used to bury their hatchets and other weapons of the

war.

WRERTEBEANHMONE, BREVM. RFRH
A AT O B9 KA . L3R AR A B T N B PHRIET L U5 B 3k B
T3 A F SR 58 A — A X8 4% 4k 408 » 33X 1A 4R 4 I 4880 A0 °F £ 4
27, WRIFRMITAATE R3] B1E R RAS — B H,
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a catch-22 situation
T B 4 i Y R 3R
/A catch-22 situation is an impossible situation; one in

which the solution or success depends on mutually dependent
factors: A depends on B; B in turn,is dependent on Aj; so it is
an interlocking situation in which there is no way out; the
term comes from a postwar American novel titled Catch-22 by
Joseph Heller.

XABGE L B REXEERATR - BRHN/DRGE -+
THREM). FHROR—FARTT A E R — 8] R P AL
R T HABAE XA E R ;A K B,B XEEREKE A, BEilk
R —FEHEARHELRFHEN LS.
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