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FOREWORD

Henan with a favourable geographical position is in the centre of China, it is called the Central Plains of China in history of China, talented
persons from all directions converged here. It was abounding in gifts of nature that Henan became the most important source of the
Chinese nation and Huaxia (an ancient name of China) civilization. In ancient , feudal princes vied for the throne in the Central Plains of
China. During long historic river of 5000 years civilization of the Chinese nation, Henan was a political, economic and cultural centre of
China in a long time, a batch of famous national-level historic cultural cities were formed in here, for example, Luoyang, Kaifeng, Anyang,
Nanyang, Shangqiu and Zhengzhou etc.

The history of long standing was pregnant with age-old civilization, splendid culture is relating miracle. Splendid array of Henan culture
relics are material carrier of excellent culture of Chinese nation and embodiment of inexhaustible wisdom and outstanding creative spirit of
our ancestors', its reflect politics, economy, culture, military, science, technology and social state of life of each historic period.

As a big province in cultural relics, we should bring the advantage of cultural relics into playing a indispensable role in the period of
carrying out socialist construction of spiritual and material civilization. First, historic cultural relics with ocular image is live teaching material
of education in patriotism and historical materialism for the people. The people realize the splendid national past by cultural relics. They can
not only increase national self-confidence and cohesion , but also absorb endless power from excellent national culture, inspire enthusiasm,
carry forward the cause pioneered by predecessors and forge ahead into the future; Second, historic cultural relics is a important cultural
and economic medium of intercourse between Henan and countries all over the world. Henan Province has held several ten exhibitions for
foreign countries since reforming and opening to the outside world, these exhibitions were displayed in more than ten countries and
regions, the people all over world realized long Chinese civilization by cultural relics and splendid history of Henan Province. At the same
time, the historic sites of Henan Province attract people all over the world and countrymen residing abroad, Longmen Grottoes and historic
cites of Songshan Mountain etc have become the cultural Holy land which people yearn for.

Henan cause of cultural relics has grown vigorously since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, especially reforming and
opening to outside world, work in cultural relics has achieved signal success in field archaeology, protection for key cultural relics, scientific
founding of documents of key cultural relics, displays of museums and exhibitions of cultural relics for foreign conutries and scientific
research in conversation and preservation for cultural relics. Governments of Henan Province at all levels have allocated large funds to
repair cultural relics effectively and make them keep flawless and perfect.

Source of Henan cultural relics abounds on gifts of nature and has obvious advantage. How to take advantage of cultural relics is a way
of our exploration. On the occasion of 50th anniversary of founding of the People’s Republic of China, I'm glad to see the publishing of The
Cream of Henan Cultural Relics-Collection and The Cream of Henan Cultural Relics-Historic Sites organized and compiled by Administra-
tion for Cultural Heritage of Henan Province, the act will play a positive part in promoting publicity for cultural relics, promoting and
developing the national culture and exchange with the outside world. | hope the act is a turning point, more high-grade, high-quality cream
of publicity for cultural relics will appear unceasingly.

Sun Quandang
The Head of Cultural Department of Henan Province
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PREFACE

Henan which has long been known as the Central Plains of China is situated in middle and lower reaches of Yellow River. During 5000
years of Chinese Civilization, because Henan where mang dynasties built their capitals was political, economic, cultural, scientific,
technological, educational and military centre of ancient China, gaining the control of the Central Plains of China meant gaining the control
of China.

The Central Plains of China offers profound culture and extensive connotation of civilization, there are rich and varied cultural relics and
historic sites in the Central Plains of China. As a result of long-term universal check for cultural relics, there were 28168 unmovable historic
spots found in Henan. Among them, the key cultural relics for state protection are 51(54 items), the key cultural relics for province protection
are 527, the key cultural relics for city and county protection are 3614. Luoyang, Kaifeng, Nangyang, Zhengzhou, Shanggiu and Xunxian
County were placed on the list of the famous historic city of China for their outstanding whole superiority in cultural relics.

These extant cultural relics and historic sites record forefathers' outstanding wisdom and great creative spirit, for example, Yin Dynasty
Ruins of Anyang which is famous for oracle bones and Simuwu Square Ding, Three Towers of Han Dynasty of Zhongyue(Songshan
Mountain), White Horse Temple (the first Buddhistic temple of China) and Shaolin Temple (the birthplace of Chan or Meditation School of
Buddhism), oldest extant brick pagoda -- the Songyue Temple Pagoda of Northern Wei Dynasty, Longmen Grottoes(one of the three art
treasures of China), Imperial Mausolea of Northern Song Dynasty, Ancient Observatory of Dengfeng-a astronomical milestone of Yuan
Dynasty, people take pride in these historic spots. Like pearls, these historic spots are blossoming in radiant splendor in the Central Plains
of China, they marry beautiful natural scene with humanity landscapes, and have important historic, scientific and art value.

In order to carry forward national culture, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of National Day, the Administration for Cultural Heritage
of Henan Province organized and compiled The Cream of Henan Cultural Relics-Historic Sites. The book is composed of four parts,
Carved Stones of Grottoes, Ancient Buildings, Ancient Cultural Sites and Ancient Tombs. Four experts in cultural relics were invited spe-
cially to make an exposition. Less than 300 color photographs embody artistically graceful and charming scene of historic sites, people can
gain an artistic treat by reading the book. The concise and comprehensive captions explain briefly historic background and professional
knowledge of cultural relics. The style is a valuable attempt.

Chinese government devotes much attention to protection for cultural relics, especially 20 years since China started its reform and
opening to the outside world, with the advancing of policy for cultural relics(the policy is Relying mainly on protection, Rescue work first),
development of protection for cultural relics is pushed forward rapidly. Government at all levels of Henan Province implement spirit of
instructions of the Party Central Committee conscientious and throw large manpower and material resources into effective administration
and repairing for key cultural relics for protection at all levels. The broad masses of workers for cultural relics did their utmost in rescuing

and protection for cultural relics of China and scored great successes. We hereby pay our respect to them.

Chang Jianchuan
Chief of Administration for Cultural Heritage of Henan Province
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