The Old Man and the Sea
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The fish had turned silver from his original purple and silver,
and the stripes showed the same pale violet colour as his tail. They
were wider than a man’s hand with his fingers spread and the fish’s
eye looked as detached as the mirrors in a periscope or as a saint in

a procession.
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They were very tiny but he knew they were nourishing and
they tasted good. The old man still had two drinks of water in the

bottle and he used half of one after he had eaten the shrimps.
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The fish was coming in on his circle now calm and beautiful looking and
only his great tail moving. The old man pulled on him all that he could to
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The master saw the madness rise,

His glowing cheeks, his ardent eyes;
And, while he heaven and earth defied,
Changed his hand, and checked his pride.
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