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Mysteries of Beethoven

1. Wheo is Elise?

Beethoven’s Fur Elise is probably one of the most recognizable pieces of
music in the world. Even if you don’t recognize the name, you’ll recognize the
melody when you hear it. The melodic strains of Fur Elise can be found online
in many forms, playing on baby toys, and in many classical music collections.

“Fur Elise” is not the piece’s official title. It’s actually Bagatelle in A Mi-
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nor Wo059. People know it as “Fur Elise”, a German phrase that means *For
Elise”. This famous piece became known to the world as “Fur Elise” because
of the controversy that surrounds it. “Fur Elise” is actually a dedication note
that Beethoven wrote on the manuscript.

So who is Elise? More importantly, who was she in Beethoven’s life? Many
believe that Beethoven wrote the emotional piece in 1810, the year when he
hoped to marry a woman named Therese Malfatti. Therese, however, turned
down Beethoven’s proposal of marriage. Many theorize that the person who tran-
scribed the piece after Beethoven’s death incorrectly read the dedication in the
manuscript. Instead of translating it as “Fur Therese” , he translated it as “ Fur
Elise”.

The above account is by no means accurate. Many scholars dispute the ac-
count. They contend that Elise is probably another woman in Beethoven’s life or
it may have just been a name that Beethoven decided to scrawl on his manu-
script. In fact the jury is still out on the real score on the story behind “Fur
Elise”.

But regardless of how Beethoven came to write this emotional and memora-
ble piece, no one can question it’s place in the world of classical music. It’s
undeniably one of the greatest classical pieces ever composed.

One would think that even if the mystery were cleared up, Fur Elise would
continue to delight music lovers for centuries to come. The emotions that we feel
through Beethoven’s music continues to touch everyone who hears it, whether
they be young or old. Beethoven’s Fur Elise will continue to be a favorite among
those who play the piano, as well as anyone who enjoys any form of classical
music.

2. How Did Beethoven Die?

The last recorded words of Beethoven on his death bed were “pity, pity too
late” , as the composer was told of a gift of twelve bottles of wine. He died on

March 26, 1827 from causes that have been the subject of much speculation
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from then on.

Now Dr. William Walsh claim that four researchers at the Feiffer Treat-
ment Center at Argonne National Laboratory in Illinois, USA, have conclusive
proof that it was drinking wine that did it. Analysis of hair and a fragment of
bone from Beethoven’s skull tested in an X-ray machine three years ago showed
Beethoven died of massive lead poisoning. The researchers were sworn to secre-
cy until the skull fragments could be authenticated.

Physicist Ken remembers the moment when the X-rays showed Beethoven
died of massive lead poisoning, “on my way home,I realized only four people in
the world knew what Beethoven died of,” Ken said, “I put in the Ninth Sym-
phony, and I played it with joy. And I cried.”

Beethoven regularly used to meet his friends at the Schwan to drink. Most
often Beethoven would drink red wine, made from grapes grown locally on the
foothills at the eastern end of the Vienna Woods. It was rough and intoxicating,
if Beethoven 1is to be believed. In one note to one of his friends, an official at
the Hungarian Chancellery, an amateur cellist and a frequent drinking compan-
ion, Beethoven writes, “Let us meet at seven this evening at the Schwan and
drink more of their red wine. ”

The killer lead probably came from the cup Beethoven used to drink wine
on a regular basis, and possibly from the wine itself. In Beethoven’s time lead
was used widely for sweetening wine without an understanding of the damage it
could lead to. Author Russell Martin investigated the lead link in his book Bee-

thoven ’s Hair: An Extraordinary Historical Odyssey and a Mystery Solved.
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Bill Gates in His Boyhood

As a child—and as an adult as well—Bill was untidy. It has been said that
in order to counteract this, Mary drew up weekly clothing plans for him. On
Mondays he might go to school in blue, on Tuesdays in green, on Wednesdays
in brown, on Thursdays in black, and so on. Weekend meal schedules might
also be planned in detail. Everything had to fit in. Bill Gates hated wasting

time, at work or during his leisure time.
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Bill’s contemporaries, even at the age, recognized that he was exceptional.
Every year, he and his friends would go to summer camp. Bill especially liked
swimming and other sports. One of his summer camp friends recalled, “He was
never a nerd or a goof or the kind of kid you didn’t want on your team. We all
knew Bill was smarter than us. ”

Bill was also well ahead of his classmates in mathematics and science. He
needed to go to a school that challenged him. His parents decided to send him
to Lakeside—an all-boys’ school for exceptional students. It was Seattle’s most
exclusive school and was noted for its rigorous academic demands, a place
where “even the dumb kids were smart”.

Lakeside allowed students to pursue their own interests, to whatever extent
they wished. The school prided itself on making conditions and facilities availa-
ble that would enable all its students to reach their full potential. In 1968, the
school made a decision that would change thirteen-year-old Bill Gates’ life—and
that of many of others, too.

The school gained access to a computer—a Program Data Processor
(PDP)—through a teletype machine. Bill Gates was immediately hooked—so
was another student, Paul Allen, two years older than Bill.

Whenever they had free time, and sometimes when they didn’t they would
dash over to the computer room. The students became so single-minded that
they soon overtook their teachers in knowledge about computing and got into a
lot of trouble because of their obsession—they were neglecting their other stud-
ies. Computer time was also proving to be very expensive. Within months, the
whole budget that had been set aside for the year had been used up.

At fourteen, Bill was aiready writing short programs for the computer to
perform. Early games program such as Tic-Tac-Toe, or Noughts and Crosses,
and Lunar Landing were written in what was to become Bill’s second language,
Basic.

If Bill Gates was going to be good at something, it was essential to be the
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best.

Bill’s and Paul’s fascination with computers and the business world meant
that they read a great deal. Paul enjoyed magazines like Popular Electronics,
while Bill read business magazines. Computer time was expensive and, because
both boys were desperate to get more time and because Bill already had an in-
sight into what they could achieve financially, the two of them decided to set
themselves up as a company—The Lakeside Programmers Group. “Let’s call

the real word and try to sell something to it!” Bill announced.
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Life Credo of Bill Gates
P /REBHRBIAN E RN

The world won’t care about your self-esteem. The world will expect you to
accomplish something before you feel good about yourself.

BHRFAARSEERG AL, ERARZREABRAERFZINA
ZH TR

Before you were born, your parents weren’t as boring as they are now.
They got that way from paying your bills, cleaning your clothes and listening to
you talk about how cool you are. So before you save the rain forest from the
“ parasites” of your parents’ generation, try “delousing” the closet in your own
room.

FEAR B A Z A, RO X BB RAEZHZ R, HATE RS REA
BT R ALk — A AR R, BRI, TR KRR R e
ITH 8, P, e R RARLEAR—E P 6" F A& &7 RIEK A
i, AR L HRFRERRIEZN R TrE,

Life is not divided into semesters. You don’t get summers off and very few
employers are interested in helping you find yourself. Do that on your own
time.

EFERSFH, RAEAZBTAKE, LEHILEE R R THAE
R B K, T4 QTR EHE,
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