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-8 Leaders DISCUSS Current Issues
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News Backﬁound
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The United States and other members of
the Group of Eight industrial nations agree that
Europe’s financial crisis must be addressed with a
mix of growth and austerity measures, President
Barack Obama said Saturday as leaders gathered for
a shirt-sleeve discussion that also will cover world
concerns about ups and downs in oil prices.

“All of us are absolutely committed to
making sure that growth and stability and fiscal
consolidation are part of an overall package,”
Obama said as he and other leaders gathered in a
rustic cabin at this wooded presidential retreat.

Obama was referring to the debt crises in

Greece and Spain, primarily, although he was not
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specific in brief remarks to reporters.
®Leaders of the United States, Germany,

France, Canada, Italy, Britain, Russia, and Japan are

trying to figure out how to tame Europe’s debt crisis
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while also increasing the demand for goods and
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spurring job growth.

Obama’s argument for additional stimulus
measures alongside belt-tightening is primarily
aimed at Germany, the strongest member of the
union that uses the common Euro currency, although
Obama did not say so. German Chancellor Angela
Merkel was seated a few places away from Obama
at a small round table.

Leaders of the world’s economic powers say
Germany should balance its push for European fiscal
austerity with doses of stimulus spending to avoid a
financial calamity with global repercussions.

In talks Saturday, the leaders were looking
to build consensus even though a decisive plan of
action seemed out of reach for now.

“We’ll also be talking about uncertainty in the
energy markets and how to resolve some of those
issues,” Obama said at the start of discussions on
the global economy.

Obama chose the secluded Camp David setting
in part to give leaders a chance for a freewheeling
discussion out of sight of most media and far from
the raucous protests that have accompanied previous
meetings of the G-8.

The G-8 session sets the stage for a far more

tame [teim] ve. YIF%, #IHR 41. Many kinds of squirrels are easy to
tame. 1R R BERR A 5 YIFR .

belt-tightening ['belt.taitenin] n. 5&H| %) HHX5EiE . belt-
tightening strategy 178 SR B&

repercussion [.ri:pa(:)'kafan] n. XM A X415 . have
repercussions all over the world7E 4t F7= 4= K i
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European summit in
Brussels next week
where the countries
that share the euro
as their currency
hope to come
together on specific
steps to fight rising
debt while spurring a recovery.

The Camp David gathering opened with a
Friday evening discussion focused on global troubl

s Iran and Syria. Obama said the session also

| on North Korea’s aggression and hopeful
signs of democratic change in Myanmar.

“We are unified on our approach to Iran,” and
hopeful of progress ahead of a diplomatic meeting
with Iran next week, Obama said Saturday.

Iran may have a peaceful nuclear energy
program but misuse of that program for a nuclear
weapon is unacceptable, Obama said. Ever-tighter
economic sanctions cannot be loosened while
the world encourages Iran to rein in its program,
Obama said.

“All of us are firmly committed to continuing
with the approach of sanctions and pressure in
combination with diplomatic discussions,” Obama
said. “And our hope is that we can resolve this issue
in a peaceful fashion that respects Iran’s sovereignty

and its rights in the international community, but
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consequential [konsi'kwen[al] adj. EEM HXEHIE: a
consequential figure in the academic community 2#AR 4 R 45 H
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also recognizes its responsibilities.”

On Syria, Obama said the group supports a
United Nations cease-fire plan that has yet to be
honored in full. He said a statement to be issued at
the close of the G-8 summit will reflect that support
for the plan brokered by envoy Kofi Annan, but
also say that the plan has not taken hold fast enough.

Most of the leaders are part of overlapping
international coalitions formed to address the
Iranian nuclear problem and the newer crisis in
Syria, where an estimated 9,000 people have died
in more than a year of violence that arose from the
pro-democracy Arab uprisings.

Faced with implacable Russian opposition to
significant new United Nations punishments on
the Syrian regime, US officials are trying to get
consensus among other allies about ways to promote
the ouster of Syrian President Bashar Assad’s
ouster.

“We all believe that a peaceful resolution and
political transition in Syria is preferable,” Obama
said Saturday.

@A senior US official said one goal of the

closed-door discussions at Camp David was

fRPX — W, ME R EREAE
EEREBUF], (B EARBIGI 3
ik, ©

TERFIE FIRE L, BEDEN,
NEER SRR E EEXHN, RE
W BUEE FroEd . TEIES SRS
R E— T, X2 RN
X KIS SCRE, 43 KR R
PHEE-ZRHE . ERED
H, XMEXITRIEAB R,

KR SF NER R 558 45 B L
TECERR, RGBT
Wb, EIFESHRELR, XY
9 000 AFET R 02, XLErhRGEH
FhHa R ERRE L,

R St SR HK B 0 AR ST F B
—RHIE, NIHREE R R
AEBE—, BENFLLELEEY
IR P BELE

REDERANUE: “FEAH
f&, S FFFIBEA BT B AR AUR
WS RATFTH, "

O—fiXERmAE AL, W
BERIEATLWETEMRD M E HE

to impress on Russian Prime Minister Dmitry
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Medvedev that other nations that share Russia’s
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usual role at the forefront of international diplomacy
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are seeking ways to address the Syria debacle
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without Russian help.

O T T T T T R R R T T T ST T

broker [breuks] vt. fE A ANREHE, %% M X4HIE: broker
an agreement among opposing factions {ig 5 5% YK 3k B — I Pl

envoy [‘envoi] n.APZfET, FF#E FHX4EiE. diplomatic envoys
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