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Global Nuclear Posture Review:
20112012

(A Preface)

President of China Institute of International Studies
Qu Xing

With the editing work coming to an end, The Global Nuclear
Posture Review: 2011/2012 compiled by the Centre of Arms Control
Research, China Institute of International Studies will soon be pub-
lished. This is the second time for our Institute to invite Chinese ex-
perts in this area to trace and assess what happened in the interna-
tional nuclear field over the past year, which to some extent will re-
flect the understanding and views of Chinese experts on related e-
vents. This report shows a certain depth and breadth in its contents
which covers the nuclear strategy, nuclear forces build-up, regional
nuclear issues, nuclear security and safety, international treaties,
NGO and nuclear disarmament, etc.

In 2011, the international community did not witness any new
breakthrough in promoting nuclear arms control and disarmament. The
United Nations, the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva, and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) continued to play the

role of international platforms. Non-government organizations, burde-
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ning themselves with responsibility to promote the international nucle-
ar disarmament and ensure nuclear safety, actively urged relevant
countries to further reduce nuclear weapons as usual, based upon the
principles of international law and morality. The new START Treaty
signed by the United States and Russia entered into force, in accord-
ance with which, the two countries respectively reduced the number
of their nuclear warheads and delivery vehicles. Although both parties
revealed their intention to move their negotiations to reach a new trea-
ty and carry out an in-depth nuclear disarmament, the two countries
still wrangled on issues involving bilateral strategic stability like tacti-
cal nuclear weapons, missile defense, and prompt global strike
weapons ( PGS) . Meanwhile, the modernization of U. S. and Rus-
sian nuclear forces moved on without any restraints by the treaty. In
addition to maintain the safety and reliability of their existing nuclear
arsenals, both countries set their sights on the project and develop-
ment of new strategic weapon platforms, and nuclear deterrence re-
mained an important pillar of their national security.

The international community was still troubled by regional nucle-
ar issues. Some progress was made on North Korea and Iran nuclear
issues, but the international community did not get out of their
plights. Kim Jong-un took over the DPRK supreme leadership with the
belief that nuclear weapons were the most important legacy left by his
father for North Korea. The relevant parties contacted constantly in the
past year, but no hope arose for the resumption of the Six-Party
Talks. The North Korean launch of Kwangmydngstng — 3 in April
2012 failed in the end, but the United States, South Korea and Ja-

pan still made strong reactions, and the UN Security Council issued a
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Presidential Statement condemning North Korea’s launch. The situa-
tion on the Korea peninsula became more strained and sensitive as ru-
mors went around that North Korea has been preparing for its third
nuclear test. The Iranian nuclear issue cooled at the beginning but
warmed up later in the year. Iran’s nuclear power plant was combined
to the grid to produce electricity. Iran also made a high-profile an-
nouncement that it began to produce uramiwm enriched to 20% and its
uranium enrichment facilities continued to expand, as a result of
which the International Atomic Energy Agency issued a report clai-
ming that Iran may still be engaged in developing nuclear weapons. At
the same time, the struggle between Iran and the United States inclu-
ding other related countries on the issues of sanctions repeated round
after round. The international community could not address these
problems merely in a technical way whether it was about Iran or North
Korea nuclear issues which have already evolved into a struggle for
dominance in international and regional affairs. From this point of
view, it is necessary to find the solution to regional nuclear issues in
the fields of international politics.

The Fukushima nuclear accident in Japan was the third nuclear
disaster the human society ever experienced after the Three Mile Is-
land accident in United States and the Chernobyl nuclear accident of
the former Soviet Union, which not only affected Japan but also
brought some regional and international consequences. It will take a
long time to clean up the pollution it brought about, and its psycho-
logical effects may be more serious, for which several countries have
decided to close their nuclear power plants, cancel or slow down

their nuclear power projects. In the face of rapid economic develop-
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ment, the soaring energy prices, and the environmental pressure,
nuclear power will not go out of our vision in the foreseeable future,
and the key is to build a safe and reliable nuclear power industry to
secure the energy supply for human modernization.

Nuclear power, whether it is for military or civilian purpose, is
not foolproof. In the current era when unfair international order, pow-
er politics and double standards are commonly seen, we need more
and more wise men to join to maintain the international order of nu-
clear power and ensure the safety of nuclear energy. As a research in-
stitute with long history, China Institute of International Studies
needs to play its due role, at which anchored the original intention to
compile and publish this report; to organize our experts to trace and
evaluate the events took place in international nuclear fields in the
past year and put forward their views to enhance the understanding of
the relevant issues.

China Institute of International Studies issues Global Nuclear
Posture Review annually with a mind to provide an important platform
to review the past and look into the future in the field of nuclear pow-
er. Of course, this job is still at its very beginning, with the researc-
hing work continuing, there will be substantial improvement in quali-
ty, timeliness, and authoritativeness, which calls for the generous
help from readers. If this report can be helpful to understand the cur-
rent issues in global nuclear field, the authors and editorial staffs will
be gratified and redouble their efforts to do a good job in coming

years’ review.
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