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The political-economic structural analysis of
urban politics and land policies

- Case study of the Tainan Science-based
Industrial Park Special District

Absect

In certain areas, a country is the concentrated center of all powers.
Over the past few years, urban politics concern for the following core
issues; what is the political structure of the state machinery and the other
political actors? What are the incentives for alliances? And what is the
functioning mechanism for using powers and what are their results etc.?
These are euphemistically vital to urban development. In addition, urban
development is inseparable from land policy formulation and its
implementation. Land management, land allocation and land profit
speculations are all made through a political operation. But the essence
of politics is to pursue interests. Therefore, it is worthy of concerning and
discussing the political relationship between urban politics and land
policies.In this case study, the theoretical basis of urban politics is a main
element for discussion, supported by a theoretical analysis framework of
the power’s three dimensions, also taking Tainan Science-based
Industrial Park Special District as an example to elaborate the political
and economic structure of urban politics and land policies, to explore the
power structure of state apparatus and other emergent political actors, to

explore the structural problem of Taiwan’s land polices and other further
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reflections.

According to the case study, accompanying Taiwan’s political
democratization, local and central governments were facing a shift and
adjustment in their power relationship. In this case study’s period, the
central government still led a key position. However, local and central
governments had constructed a clever relationship as “local government
challenging the central government”, and “central government relying on
local government.”In the case of Tainan Science-based Industrial Park
Special District, the induced growth of interests behind the land profits
are laying the background growing foundation of the urban development.
Between capital interest groups and local (including central)
governments, both have links to a compromise alliance for their
symbiotic interests. During the developmental process, local farmers
were forced to show their helpless “pro-development” attitude. Under the
institutional exclusion and deterrence, farmers were forced to join
anti-growth coalition by the ideological manipulation of the state

apparatus, but it also fired the flames against the growing alliances.

The in-depth truth under the case “three win,” is not only describing
the competition between local and central authorities, but also describing
their self-serving hearts of politicians and bureaucrats to held hostage in
terms of public interests, to walk a legal edge, and to manipulate the text
for capital interest groups’ excuses of “land enclosure” and “land raised,”
in a brutal game of earning profits.The case study is echoed growth

machine commentators’- discussing the iron law of “Local Politics”
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equals “Land Politics.” It also verifies the urban regime theorists’
emphasizing “power to,” the relationship of power. The other main area
1s discussing the push for local growth, “although the nature of the
growth machine.” However, the key is “growth results,” of which were
not shared by all the people.It holds a key position to use spatial planning
as a platform, among which the land policies should shoulder more of the
mission. The land policies should return back to the systemic way and be
institutionalized to escape the yoke of “money power rooted in the city.”
The awakening of the public opinion against growth has been a
consensus and condensed into a strong force. The anti-growth coalition
jihad will eventually force the state apparatus, with political and
economic convergence like a twisted-shaped monster, from the escape of
detection. And this force will eventually be promoted as a guardian of the
earth — therefore, the people will become the leader of the state
machinery (power monster) to guide the country towards a broader road

and create more social well-being.

Keywords : Urban Politics » Urban Regimes ~ Growth Machine - Power -

Tainan Science-based Industrial Park Special District
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