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Introduction to Applied

Linguistics

A )

| 1. Applied Linguistics is the study of the application of |

linguistics to language education. %

2. Applied Linguistics is interdisciplinary in the essence: .

3. It is essential to identify the relationship between Applied

Linguistics and other fields such as Second Languag

Acquisition (SLA) and Language Teaching Methodology (LTM).

. Applied Linguistics can provide the insights into solutions toﬁ,f
the issues in language teaching for language teachers.

£; & ‘ :
/s ".'

1 .1 Introduction

Every scientific discipline has its objects and scope that define and set the nature,
feature, structure and boundary of it. To investigate the issues of Applied Linguistics,
the basic questions as follows should be brought up: How do we define Applied
Linguistics? Is Applied Linguistics an interdisciplinary field> Why or why not? How
do we understand the nature and feature of Applied Linguistics? How to identify the
relationship between Applied Linguistics and other fields such as Second Language
Acquisition and Language Teaching Methodology? Why should we study Applied
Linguistics as students of English Programs? Can Applied Linguistics provide the
insights for language teachers or can it provide the solutions for them?

As one discipline of the linguistic sciences, Applied Linguistics is the study of the
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application of linguistics to language education in a narrow sense and the social aspects

~ of language practice in a broad sense. In its narrow sense, the main goal of Applied

Linguistics is to study how can linguistic knowledge like Phonetics and Phonology,
Morphology and Lexicon, Syntax, Semantics, Pragmatics, Conversation Analysis
and Discourse Analysis be used for language education; in the broad sense, Applied
Linguistics sets the goal to study the relevant aspects of practical language phenomena
such as language policy and language plan, language resources, socio-cultural
transmission of language, artificial processing of language, machine translation, and so
on.

Looking from a viewpoint of philosophy of sciences, Applied Linguistics is mult-
disciplinary; it draws evidence from language acquisition, text analysis, language
change, psycholinguistic experimentation, brain imaging, and other sources for its
development and growth. Since this book is for undergraduates following first degrees
in English language programs, for graduate students embarking on courses in foreign
language education of linguistics and applied linguistic program and for a broader
audience of teachers and professionals concerned with second language education
and development, it is to provide a general and fundamental orientation in Applied
Linguistics in its narrow sense. It aims at helping the readers have an understanding
of central themes of Applied Linguistics related to language teaching and learning,
and in the meantime, it shall give the exposure to the methods useful to investigate the
different aspects of language teaching and learning. All in all, it is expected that readers
have a good understanding of language teaching and learning.

With this goal in mind, the definition of Applied Linguistics shall be discussed
first; then the nature of Applied Linguistics is going to be discussed by analyzing its
multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary nature. And, the related fields of Applied
Linguistics such as Second Language Acquisition and Language Teaching
Methodology which are always considered as its synonymies shall also be presented
and discussed.

1 .2 The Definition of Applied Linguistics

Applied Linguistics relates to a range of activities which involve solving some
language-related problems or addressing some language-related concerns. The
essential question of Applied Linguistics is whether, how, and how far the ideas and
findings that have been abstracted out of actual data by the analysis of disciplinary
enquiry can be referred back to the domains whence they originally came and made
relevance in practice.
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Some scholars believe that Applied Linguistics means applying theoretical
linguistics to actual data. To them, construction of dictionaries or “corpora” collection
of millions of words of English is Applied Linguistics, as is the descriptions of social
networks or of gender differences.

Some applied linguists are concerned with helping planners and legislators develop
and implement a national language policy; some applied linguists are concerned with
helping professional groups develop scripts, materials, and literacy programs for
previously unwritten languages. Other applied linguists are concerned with developing
the most effective programs possible to help adult newcomers to other countries or
territories for survival and occupational purposes. Other topics of concern to applied
linguists are the issue of the role of the mother tongue in the education of culturally
diverse students, the language for persuasion and politics, developing effective tools
and programs for interpretation and translation, language testing and evaluation, and
$O on.

Interestingly, some experts define Applied Linguistics as “Linguistics Applied,”
some as the theorizing of language learning, and, in its most accepted form, as the
academic discipline concerned with investigating, describing and explaining real world
problems in which language plays a central role. For example, some experts take
second language learning as the central concern and explore what Applied Linguistics
might have to offer. Some applied linguists address the issue of how the discipline of
linguistics can provide theories and descriptions of language, at sentence and at text
level. They generally consider language learning with focuses on covering the areas
of interlanguage, individual differences, strategy research, and learner styles. Others
take into considerations on the classroom teaching activity and teacher education, its
interface with education, and on assessment and testing.

Applied linguists concern the problem of collaboration between academics
and language teachers by trying to find the particular role of Applied Linguistics in
evaluation rather than innovation. For instance, they are interested in finding the
responsiveness across sub-areas of Applied Linguistics and setting out future research
goals in understanding more about “the teaching-learning process” in language
classrooms. Applied linguists themselves have many conflicting ideas about what the
subject consists of, but they all agree that it necessarily has something to do with
language teaching. In addition to foreign language teaching, issues considered central
to Applied Linguistics today include topics such as language for special purposes, e.g.
language and communication related to aviation, language disorders, law, medicine,
science.

Generally, applied linguists attend organizations such as CAAL (China Association
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of Applied Linguistics), they also go to more specialist conferences. Topics in the
Applied Linguistics in this sense might be the import of the way this field evolved
from an initial preoccupation to define itself as an appendix to linguistics — primarily
concerned with applying insights from linguistic theory to a set of practices, specifically
language teaching.

1 .3 The Nature of Applied Linguistics

Exploring the nature of Applied Linguistics begins with the question of its being.
This is to mean that the account of the position of Applied Linguistics in a larger
linguistics set, as well as of the important historical landmarks in its development over
the past decades.

The nature of Applied Linguistics reaches into the question of “being” itself.
Applied Linguistics goes beyond pure considerations of linguistic meaning and into the
real world of human language practices; it connects theory or theories with practice.
It is essential to view the properties of Applied Linguistics as real entities, and in
particular, the reasons and accounts to interpret Applied Linguistics.

The first nature of Applied Linguistics is that it is interdisciplinary. It is generally
acknowledged that the most notable and significant feature in Applied Linguistics is
its rapid growth as an interdisciplinary field. Most work in this field has incidentally
involved taking note of what goes on in linguistics and disciplines other than linguistics.
Applied Linguistics is an interdisciplinary field, and its existence builds by virtue of
upon a kind of productive relationship with other disciplines. This to say, Applied
Linguistics accommodates the concepts or procedures of other disciplines in changing
and expanding the scope and manner of itself.

Its close link to linguistics is quite crucial. Applied linguists need the latest and
up-to-date findings from linguistics. The importance of language description in
Applied Linguistics has been highly emphasized because of the theoretical insights
of descriptive linguistics are important for the practical needs of language pedagogy.
In many cases, Applied Linguistics requires a prescriptive grammar recognizing that
language teaching is frequently a case of teaching what should be done. At the same
time, Applied Linguistics, as a pedagogy-focused discipline, has pursued language
description as a central feature of its work. This is especially true of first and second
language acquisition, where much work has been done on the description of learners’
grammars. Moreover, language standardization and vernacular language literacy
have both faced the challenges involved in bridging the gap between description and

prescription and the development of pedagogical grammars from language descriptions.



