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FOREWORD

Henan with a favourable geographical position is in the centre of China, it is called the Central Plains of China in history of China,
talented persons from all directions converged here. It was abounding in gifts of nature that Henan became the most important
source of the Chinese nation and Huaxia (an ancient name for China) civilization. In ancient, feudal princes vied for the throne in
the Central Plains of China. During long historic river of 5000 years civilization of Chinese nation, Henan was a political,
economic and cultural centre of China in a long time, a batch of famous national-level historic cultural cities were formed in here,
for example, Luoyang, Kaifeng, Anyang, Nanyang, Shangqiu and Zhengzhou etc.

The history of long standing was pregnant with age-old civilization, splendid culture is relating miracle. Splendid array of
Henan culture relics are material carrier of excellent culture of Chinese nation and embodiment of inexhaustible wisdom and
outstanding creative spirit of our ancestors’, its reflect politics, economy, culture, military, science, technology and social state of
life of each historic period.

As a big province in cultural relics, we should bring the advantage of cultural relics into playing a indispensable role in the
period of carrying out socialist construction of spiritual and material civilization: First, historic cultural relics with ocular image
is live teaching material of education in patriotism and historical materialism for the people. The people realize the splendid
national past by cultural relics. They can not only increase national self-confidence and cohesion, but also absorb endless power
from excellent national culture, inspire enthusiasm, carry forward the cause pioneered by predecessors and forge ahead into the
future, accomplish strategic targets formulated by the Communist Party of China and government; Second, historic cultural relics
is an important cultural and economic medium of intercourse between Henan and countries all over the world. Henan Province
has held several ten exhibitions for foreign countries since reforming and opening to the outside world, these exhibitions were
displayed in more than ten countries and regions, the people all over world realized long Chinese civilization by cultural relics and
splendid history of Henan Province. At the same time, the historic sites of Henan Province attract people all over the world and
conutrymen residing abroad, Longmen Grottoes and historic sites of Song Mountain etc have become the cultural Holy land
which people yearn for.

Henan cause of cultural relics has grown vigorously since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, especially reform-
ing and opening to outside world, work in cultural relics has achieved signal success in field archaeology, protection for key
cultural relics, scientific founding of documents of key cultural relics, displays of museums and exhibitions of cultural relics for
foreign conutries and scientific research in conversation and preservation for cultural relics. Among them, important finds in
archaeological excavation caused sensation in China and even world, for example, the finds of fossil groups of the Cretaceous
dinosaur eggs of Xixia, the finds of town site of Yangshao Culture of Xi Mountain of Zhengzhou, excavation of cemetery of Guo
vassal state of Sanmenxia and mausoleum of King Ling of Mangdang Mountain of Yongcheng of Western Han Dynasty.
Furthermore, protection and repairing for ground cultural relics also achieved outstanding results. Quantity of ground cultural
relics of Henan Province is large and vaule of ground cultural relics is high, for example, Longmen Grottoes enjoying high
reputation in the world, Three Towers of Han Dynasty of Zhongyue (Song Mountain) is well-known, far and near, famous
Buddhistic Temple-White Horse Temple, the birthplace of Chan or the Meditation School of Buddhism-Shaolin Temple, the
oldest extant brick pagoda with 12 sides-Pagoda of Songyue Temple of Northern Wei Dynasty, Ancient Observatory of Dengfeng
found by Guo Shoujing-a famous astronomy of Yun Dynasty. Governments of Henan Province at all levels have allocated large
funds to repair them effectively and make them keep flawless an perfect.

Source of Henan cultural relics abounds on gifts of nature and has obvious advantage. How to take advantage of cultural relics
and change advantage of cultural relics into economic advantage is way of our exploration. On the occasion of 50th anniversary
of founding of the People’s Republic of China, I'm glad to see the publishing of The Cream of Henan Cultural Relics-Collection
and The Cream of Henan Cultural Relics-Historic Sites organized and compiled by Administration for Cultural Heritage of Henan
Province, the act will play a positive part in promoting publicity for cultural relics, promoting and developing the national culture
and exchange with the outside world. I hope the act is a turning point, more high-grade, high-quality cream of publicity for
cultural relics will appear unceasingly.

Sun Quandang

The Head of Cultural Department of Henan Province
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PREFACE

Andersson’s (a Swedish scholar) investigation and excavation in Yangshao Culture Site of Mianchi County
of Henan Province is not only the beginning of field archaeology of Henan Province, but also the beginning
of modern archaeology of China. From then on, the first generation of archaeologist excavated in Yin Dy-
nasty Ruins of Anyang and gained some achievements. Archaeological work was forced to break off after
the Anti-Japanese War broke out.

The foundation of the People’s Republic of China gave archaeological cause a new life and development.
In order to cooperate with capital construction for urban and rural areas, large-scale work for general inves-
tigation and field archaeological excavation were launched in Henan Province; At the same time, excava-
tions for solution of major tasks were also in progress in some key areas, for example, Luoyang, Anyang
etc.. During 50 years, archaeological cause of Henan achieved great successes which attracted worldwide
attention, from the Paleolithic Period to Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, significant archaeological
finds at different periods are emerging one after another, for example, the greatest fossil group of dinosau-
rian eggs in the world was found in Xixia Basin; The find of fossil of Nanzhao ape-man proved that mankind
began to live in the Central Plains of China 0.4 or 0.5 million years ago; The finds of Peiligang Culture filled
in gaps of early culture of Neolithic period of the Yellow River valley; Because a large of sites of Neolithic
Period were excavated, We expect to establish the style of archaeological culture of Henan Province on the
whole. The excavation of Erlitou Site acquired major breakthrough in Xia Cultural field; Excavation of
cities of Shang Dynasty of Zhengzhou and Yanshi is another great archaeological result about Shang Dy-
nasty next the excavation of Yin Dynasty Ruins of Anyang. These examples are too numerous to mention.

With the deep development of field archaeological work, a large of delicate culture relics are excavated.
According to statistics, more than 1 million culture relics are collected in Henan Province. Among them,
1800 are national grade-1 cultural relics, more than (.25 million are national grade-2 or grade-3 cultural
relics.

The research work and arrangement for cultural relics have achieved great successes on the basis of
achievement in field archaeology, so far, more than 100 collections of reports for archaeological excavation,

collections of illustrative plates and monographs have been published, archaeological investigation, brief
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reports on excavation and academic theses are beyond counting. These works have great attainments in
researching major academic tasks and displaying ancient scientific and cultural achievements.

The Cream of Henan Cultural Relics — Collection organized and compiled by Administration for Cul-
tural Heritage of Henan Province has 250 photographs of cream of cultural relics of units for collecting
cultural relics at all levels in Henan Province, it is composed of six parts, Bronzes, Pottery, Porcelain, Jade ,
Carved Stones & Stone statues and others, it has substantial content, a wide range of cultural relics and
stresses view value and artistic value. We invited several experts of Henan Province to analyse and embody
excavation, local feather, history, scientific and artistic value of cultural relics, therefore, the book will make
reader find the scenery pleasing to both the eye and the mind. I believe that publishing of the book will
contribute to enriching knowledge, academic research and ability to appreciate art. However, cultural relics
of Henan Province are vast as the open sea, this book can’t helping for one thing cited, ten thousand may
have been left out, readers can find out basic conditions of cultural relics of Henan Province by reading the
book.

It is workers for cultural relics and units for cultural heritage at all levels working hard that cause of
Henan cultural relics and archaeological cause make a rapid progress. On the occasion of publishing of this
book, on behalf of Administration for Cultural Heritage of Henan Province, I hereby express our thanks to
every leaders, departments and personalities of various circles who are concerned with cause of cultural
relics. I pay our respect to workers who have worked in grass-roots units expending their energies for
collecting, dedicating their heart and soul to the cause of cultural relics.

The way of cause of cultural relics stretched endless ahead, the cause of cultural relics shoulders heavy
responsibility. Looking forward to the future, the dawn of new century is appearing gradually, we are full of
confidence to keep a continued development of cause of Henan cultural relics. On the occasion of anniver-

sary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, we greet motherland and new century with the book.

Chang Jianchuan

Chief of Administration for Cultural Heritage of Henan Province
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Bronze jue with nipple design Bronze jia tripod

Xia Dynasty (c. 21st-16th century BC) Xia Dynasty (c.21st-16th century BC)
Height: 26.3cm Length: 31.5 cm Height: 45.5cm

Excavated at Erlitou Site of Yanshi, 1974 Collected from Kaifeng, 1952
Shang City Museum of Yanshi Henan Museum







Bronze rectangular ding with beast mask and nipple designs
Shang Dynasty (c.16th—11th century BC)

Height: 83 cm

Excavated from Nanshuncheng Street, Zhengzhou City

Henan Museum




