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“south sampart. dndatemples ean be seen clc«w\ m the early ymfs:of Mmg dynasty Cheu Chéng tr»aveﬂmgito .

_ the west, when sccing the ruins of Gao Chang, he rhymed 4 poem, | dm:nhng the desolate scene of Gao ‘Chang,
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The hierarch Xuan Zang in Tang dynasty
had past through Gao Chang on his way to
the west for to get the Buddha scripture, Qu
Wen' Tai, the king of Gao Chang received
him warmly, this is the historical fact of
well-knewn. The name of 'Gae Chang' can
be traced back to Xi Han dynasty, in 104
BC, from the story General Li Guang Li
attacked Da. . Wan (now is the Fei Er Gan
Basin in mid—Asia). This is the place of
oasis irrigated by the Mu Tou Gou river, the
name 'Gao Chang' means that the land is
high, the people's living is prosperous.. The
Gao Chang Ramparts had been constructed
to station the troops. In Dong Han dynasty
the army headquarters had been moved. to
here from Jiao He: The history of Gao Chang
can be counted from 327 AD, Zhang Jun in
Liang dynasty setting up Gao Chang county.
In 443 AD, Ju Qu Shi in north Liang Dynasty
led his people enter into Gao Chang town
from the west, re—started his North Liang
dynastg. the first small kingdom in Gao
Chang's “history had been set up like this;
Gao Chang town had been the capital. In
460 AD., Rou Ran dispatched troops to
annihilate Ju Qu An Zhou, supporting Kan
Bo Zhou to be the king of Gao Chang. After
that, Kan Yi Cheng, Kan Shou Gui, Zhang
Meng Ming and Ma Ru Xian had been the
kings successively, which constituted the
history of Gao Chang. In 499 AD, Qu Jia




reigned the Kingdom, the situation going stable,
it was the historical period— 'Gao Chang of
Qui's'(499-640 AD). In 499 AD, the troops of
Tang dynasty entered into Gao Chang, setting
up military governor of Xi Zhou provinee,
Gao Chang was the capital for:both the
province or county. In the late of 9th century,
the people of Hui Hu nationality fmnﬂgrated
into Gao Chang, setting up Hui Hu khan
Kingdom. During later 400 vears; Gao Chang
was the center of the kingdom's politics,
economy and cuiture. In 1275, the Mongolian
nobles Hai Du, Du Wa. Be Si and so on led
the troops of 120 thousand soldiers attack
Gao Chang, the war lasted half a year, the
king of Gao Chang had to escape to Yong
Chang in Gan Su province. Though. 40.years
later, the king of Gao Chang recaptured Gao
Chang town, but the old days' prosperity
had gone forever. In 1383, the descendent of
Cha He Tai declared 'holy war' towards
Tulufan, since then the center .of politics,
economy and culture of Tulufan had been
shifted to the place where present Tulufan
city is located.
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Ruin of defending town Situated by the middle of
west rampart of outer town, the outline of the town

can be seen clearly.
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Layout of old Gao Chang town
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Gao Chang is located 40 Kilometers away
in the east of Tulufan city, and 2 kilometers
in the,south—east of San Bao village
administrative building. That is a broad plain
in front of the Flame Mountain, the height
above sea level is minus 40 meters, it's hot in
summer, so called 'fire continent'. The ancient
city has more than 1400 years of history, its
high ramparts still can be seen clearly, and
the outer town, inner town, palace town,
defending town, battlements, turrets, stupas
and temples can be identified vaguely, giving
people the scene of its final layout. To know
the changing course of Gao Chang town,
archaeological studies would have some
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answers, but not all. It is difficult to find
more ruins of Gao Chang ramparts or the
town of Gao Chang county. By the record in
the book 'Gao Chang' History—Shui Daynasty',
says that Gao Chang takes 1840 paces to
walk around the town, it is comparative to
the perimeter of the rectangular inner town
of Gao Chang which still can be seen today,
maybe it was the capital of Qu's Gao Chang
kingdom. There are 7 gates inside the Gao
Chang town, i.e.Qing Yang gate, Jian Yang
gate, Jin Zhang gate, Jin Fu gate, Xuan De
gate, Wu Cheng gate, Heng Cheng gate, and
so on.each gate has a road through it. Also
there are palace town (small town), palace
gate, workshops, temples, Buddhist rites, etc.
So the perimeter of the rectangular outer
town is more than 500 meters, some people
conjecture that this was extended construction
by Hui Hu kingdom in Gao Chang. The
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Plane sketch map of old Gao Chang
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'Khan Castle’ would be sure is the place
where the palace town located, the Bei Zi
town -and Xi Bei Zi town were built in that
time.
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Turret in the south—east corner of the town The
turret remained as before is still standing there, its
height is 8—10 meters, magnificent and forbidding.
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Khan castle at the center of the old town Overlook around the double—pagoda, there is the Khan castle, which

was the royal residing place of Hui Hu Khan kingdom. It is situated in the north of inner town, it might also

be the palace of Qu's Gao C kingdom.
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B temple and its front door relic The front door of the temple is
facing to the east, there is a path leading out, and there are many

building sites on both sides of it.

BEBE B UM RT DBBR <[ D AT 1T/ & 2R3 23 - TN IE 7 <

S DB H Y FT,

BEHEALEFTOLRIOFTEIEN
MNELT, ZBSBMNOAEZ2 XL
WD EZABIEHY FET, ZZHKMEULD
MEFRETT, =L_— 3 UBETF 40
A—=RABHNWT, BIZRRBEELEL
T RERT LA EFFOVET, 14004E DA
LEORRZRLHIW L EOERENNE
Thdbdo & HICENDET, 208
5 BAVUTH A TR D B (% D& JR D353 D>
D ET, AL NI, E R OV, E
R S LS F b TR A E T,
UL, BB HmOENEZ THLIZW
R ZHEREZHSIT. 500 £,
LAl g wchs Eizovve bl 8
Ao TIOH T TEE R | & B OE
BEEToORELNTT, EREEE)

WZIEMRY A== —TF )NEW$ &
WORBRBHY £, TORIHPLHI6F
BA—AVTYT, ZUBHRE ~Y A—
5~®my%—bwwﬁﬁﬁmﬁ®ﬂﬁ
ERIUTY, £4 2 ZHAMIKE E B
DT T LIz, ®EWIZITWMLE-H
DELIz, Tbb, HHM, EHEM, &
LR N RN N (N 2 R
o HFHWMICIIRERDHY £, Thd
RIS FEd (MR | RFFT, F L3R
Y F EHEFERH Y ET, EEHIMEAY
A =F —R5000 X — b < BWE, FE
T LIz, T 28 E s & E a4 L
RLICEDOV THD LR LI ANV E
¥ M2 AEEE LT bTiB &
O FISFE 2 T,



B PR, Bl L
ZREE D AT MG, B
o] T A 0 {0 % ¥ 9 5 i g
E.

The central post and
Buddhist niche There were
some mud josses on the
upper three layers of niche,
now some remains can still
be seen.

BBy F =Dk L%
E#o=jgeEghicit o
L4873

& DB LA

%

SERGBIE  (ESM AN Z e, ARSI A, BECA IR 2R, 5 s hREE B, AR SRR RIS F IO RS 1
Five-level pagoda At the Z temple in the corner of outer town. The front of the temple is a hall and rear a
pagoda. The pagoda was built with adobes, the shape of the pagoda is prismy, it's a typical type of pogada in
the times of Hui Hu khan kingdom
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Battlements at the east of outer town On the outer ramparts there are many battlements built, the ruins are as
high as 10 meters, for the defence purpose in war. It can be imagined that how hard it would be to capture the
town when in war time.
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Inner town ramparts The biographical records of Tang dynasty goes like that: There are some buildings dozens
of meters high in Gao Chang town, looking down defiantly all over the town. It can be imagined how tall those
buildings are.
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Rubbing of stele from the temple built by the king Da Ju Qu An Zhou in Liang Dynasty The stele
was found at the relic of M temple in the south—west outside the east rampart of Khan castle. The
stele has recorded the historical facts of building the temples and carrying forward the Buddhism
inside the town in the times of king Ju Qu An Zhou, 3rd year of Cheng Ping, liang Dynasty. The
unearthing of the stele had explained the importance of the temple and its age. The picture on left
is a part of the rubbing.
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The temple stele of the superior officer Yin Shang Su of Gao Chang The temple
was built in 7th century. The stele has 20 lines all together, 24 characters each
line, should be 792 characters totally. The style of chirography is similar to the
regular script in Sui and Tang dynasties. The Yin's family was one of the noble
families in Gao Chang kingdom, who had marriage relations with Qu's clan.
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People can see by bird’s eye on the p temple ruin that the temple is 170m in length, 100m in width,incluing
courtyard, side chambers, and a main. chamber. There are mud Buddhistidols in Tang Dynasty style and Hui Hu
mural paintings.
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Tai Cang pagoda Built in 6th century, the pagoda is located in the north of Gao Chang 1 kilometers away to
the town. Its rectangular base is 40 meters long and 30 meters wide, the height of the ruin is 20 meters. There
are some Buddhist niches and others remai
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