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Director’s preface

The Qidan were a semi-nomadic pastoral people who
originated from the ancient Xianbei Donghu tribes in
northeastern China. Early Chinese historical sources describe
their homeland as among the “Pines and Deserts”. “Pines”
refer to Songshan, “Mountain of Pines” and “deserts” refer to
the Gobi desert. A protectorate for the Pines and Deserts was
set up during the Tang dynasty and Qidan commanders-in-
chief were appointed. In the tenth century Yelii Abaoji united
all the Qidan tribes and founded a kingdom. Later this was
renamed the Liao dynasty, and it ruled north China for well
over two centuries.

The Art Museum is proud to present this exhibition Noble
Riders from Pines and Deserts: The Artistic Legacy of the Qidan.
The 173 exhibits include both items for everyday use and for
burial. Together they illustrate the important artistic
developments that occurred in the steppes and in Chinese
territories as a result of the Qidan conquest. They help to reveal
the complex cultural, political, social, and religious identities
of the Qidan people.

As a university museum that is open to the public, the
Art Museum has always had a dual mission - to conduct vigorous
research and to disseminate the results to the general public.
This milestone exhibition was conceived along such directions.
It is the outcome of several years of research and planning
carried out jointly with the Fine Arts Department and orchestrated
by Prof. Jenny F. So. Jenny not only selected the exhibits, -
put them in logical sequence, edited the accompanying catalogue,
and directed and supervised the writing of the descriptive entries,
she also contributed a number of succinct entries. We all benefited
from her scholarship, connoisseurship and expertise as a curator.

We are greatly indebted to the lenders to the exhibition,
in particular Mengdiexuan, Xiwenguo Zhai and Mr. Roger Chow,
they also financed the production of this catalogue. Our profound
gratitude goes to Mengdiexuan who entrusted their entire Liao
collection to the Art Museum and shared their insight and
sensitivity with constant advice, besides providing generous
support for the exhibition and its related academic programmes.

Many people have contributed to the successful realization
of this exhibition and catalogue. | would like to thank the
contributors: Harold Mok, Xu Xiaodong, Zhao Feng, Gary Ning,
Huang Lijun, the post-graduate students and my colleagues
at the Art Museum, in particular Lai Suk Yee, Assistant Curator,
who coordinated the production of the catalogue and edited
the Chinese manuscripts. John Stevenson from Seattle lent
his editorial expertise in English. Catherine Yeung examined
some of the metallic objects in the laboratories of the Science
Faculty. To all of them | offer my sincere appreciation.

Peter Y. K. Lam, Director, Art Museum
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At work in the Art Museum study room

Foreword

When I returned to the Chinese University of Hong
kong in 2001, T was driven by a desire to share my research
and curatorial experiences with art-history students in Hong
Kong. This exhibition and catalogue project is my first
opportunity to do so.

My goal was to take full advantage of the Art Museum's
role as a “teaching museum” to provide hands-on training
for post-graduate students in the Fine Arts Department. As
future professionals and scholars of Chinese art, students
should experience first-hand the excitement and pitfalls of
working with actual artefacts. They should also have the
opportunity to learn about the team-effort that makes such
exhibitions and publication projects rewarding—from the
study and research of works of art, to writing, photography,
catalogue and exhibition design. It was with this goal in
mind that a graduate seminar in spring 2003 evolved into
this exhibition and catalogue. The students knew that their
work would extend well beyvond the demands of a one-semester
seminar. A quick glance at the list of student contributors—
from writing essays and catalogue entries to compiling the
bibliography and preparing maps and illustrations—shows
that this project would not have been possible without their
commitment and unflinching hard work.

As the project progressed, Peter Lam, Director of the
Art Museum, kindly put his staff at our disposal. Yau Hok
Wa made innumerable trips to pick up selections from lenders,
and was constantly on call to make them available for study
in the museum’s study room. Tang Ming Leung tirelessly
noted each student’s requests for special photography to
illustrate the points they want to make. With deadlines
looming, Eric Leung patiently accommodated every change
regarding layouts of texts and illustrations. Lai Suk Yee not
only contributed a large number of catalogue entries but
also coordinated the catalogue's production in its final stages.
Bombarded by sometimes impractical ideas of display from
eager students, Gary Ning was kind enough to entertain as
many of them as possible.

Art-history projects and exhibitions such as this are
nothing without beautiful works of art. Here we thank all
the lenders—above all, the Mengdiexuan Collection—who
showed unswerving confidence in sharing their collections
with novice students. While I, as coordinator and editor,
must be responsible for all the shortcomings of this exhibition
and catalogue, | am certain that this will be a meaningful
exercise for students-in-training as future art-historians,
connoisseurs, and museum professionals.

Jenny F. S0, Professor of Fine Arts
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Lofty Scholars. (Section) Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Baoshan, Chifeng, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Wenwn 1(1998), 84, fig. 28|

Heavenly Visitants. (Section) Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Baoshan, Chifeng, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. |Luo Chunzheng 2002, pl. 96]

Sending Brocade. (Section) Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Baoshan, Chifeng, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Ma Zhishu 1999, 157]

Chanting Sutras. (Section) Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Bacshan, Chifeng, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Luo Chunzheng 2002, pl.100]

“Herding". Sarcophagus painting in Tomb 1, Erbadi, Keshiketeng Banner, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Xiang Chunsong 1984, pl. 6]

"Encampment”. Sarcophagus painting in Tomb 1, Erbadi, Keshiketeng Banner, Inner
Mongolia. Liao dynasty. [Xiang Chunsong 1984, pl.10]
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“Preparing horses for hunting”. Sarcophagus painting in Tomb 1, Erbadi, Keshiketeng
Banner, Inner Mongolia. Liac dynasty. [Xiang Chunsong 1984, pl. 16]

"Hunting”. Window painting in Tomb 7 at Yemaotai, Faku, Liaoning. Liao dynasty.
[Xiang Chunsong 1984, pl. 23]

“Herds of cattle and sheep”. Wall painting in tomb at Niangniangmiao, Aohan Banner,
Inner Mongolia. Liao dvnasty. [Neimenggu wenwu kaogu 1(1994), 56, fig. 3:4

“Tiger hunting”. Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Qijiacun, Aohan Banner, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty, [Neimenggn wenwu kaogu 1(1999), 56, fig, 15, 16]

"Herding”. Wall painting at Haotehua, Zhalute Banner, Inner Mongolia. Liao dynasty.
[Kaogie 1(2003), pl. 2:3)
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“Spring landscape”. Wall painting at East Mausoleum, Balin Right Banner, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Tamura Jitsuzo 1977, colour pl. 6|

“Winter landscape”. Wall painting at East Mausoleum, Balin Right Banner, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Tamura Jitsuzo 1977, colour pl. 9|

“Leading horses”. Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Baoshan, Chifeng, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Ma Zhishu 1999, 157]

“Leading a horse”. Wall painting in Tomb of Princess Chen at Qinglongshan, Naiman
Banner, Inner Mongolia. Liao dynasty. [Neimenggu 1993, 2, fig. 15:1]

‘Leading a horse”. Wall painting in Tomb of Princess Chen at Qinglongshan, Naiman
Banner, Inner Mongolia. Liao dynasty. [Neimenggu 1993, 9, fig. 15:2]

“Leading a horse". Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Beisanjia, Aohan Banner, Inner Mongolia.

Liao dynasty. [Xiang Chunsong 1984, pl. 12]
“Leading a horse”. Wall painting in Tomb 1 at Beisanjia, Aohan Banner, Inner Mongolia.
Liao dynasty. [Xiang Chunsong 1984, pl. 13]
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