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As the saying goes, “If an old dog barks, he gives f
counsel. ”

Old men, who walk more roads, eat more rice,
read more books, have more experiences, enjoy more
happiness, and endure more sufferings, are experi-
enced and knowledgeable, with rich life experience.
Thus, what they say is mostly wise counsel, and young
people should listen to them.




The Spring and Autumn (770-476 BC) and Warring
States (475-221 BC) periods of Chinese history were a
golden age for ancient Chinese thought. In those peri-
ods, various schools of thought, together with many sa-
ges whose names bore the honorific suffix “Zi,” e-
merged and contended, including the Taoist school,
Confucian school, Mohist school, school of Logicians,
Legalist school, Military school and Yin-Yang school.
Numerous and well known, these schools of thought
were as brilliant as the Milky Way.

Later representatives of these schools of thought
flocked to the Jixia Academy of the State of Qi. Duke
Xuan of Qi was an enlightened ruler, famous for making
an ugly but brilliant woman his wife. The duke provided
board and lodging, as well as government subsidies for
experts and scholars coming to give lectures, and never
inquired about their backgrounds. For those willing to
hold official positions, the duke appointed them guest
officials, built mansions for them and paid them high sal-
aries. Those unwilling to take up official posts were kept
on as advisors. This was an era when “one hundred
schools of thought contended and a hundred flowers
blossomed.” The scholars debated in forums, and
wrote books to expound their doctrines: Some preached
benevolence; some, righteousness; some, inaction;
some, absolute freedom; some, aversion to offensive
war; some, attack by stratagem; some, the goodness




of man’s nature; some, the evil nature of man. Some
said that relatives were not relatives; some said that
horses were not horses; :some urged the importance of
knowing oneself and one’s enemy; some said that be-
nevolence knew no enemy .... And they left behind
many splendid classic works of scholarship.

Unfortunately, this situation did not last long. When
Qin Shihuang (reigned 221-210 BC) united all the states
of China, and ruled as the First Emperor, his prime min-
ister, Li Si, ordered that all books except those on medi-
cine, fortune telling and tree planting be burned. So, all
poetry collections and the classics of the various schools
of thought were destroyed. Emperor Wu ( reigned
140-88BC) of the Western Han Dynasty made Confu-
cianism the orthodox doctrine of the state, while other
schools of thought, including the Taoist and Legalist
schools, were deemed heretical.

These other schools, however, managed to sur-
vive, and an abundance of their classical works have
been handed down to us. These classical works contain
many wise sayings and profound insights into philosoph-
ical theory which are still worthy of study today. We

have compiled these nuggets of wisdom uttered by old
men of the various ancient schools of thought into this.

series Wise Men Talking, and added explanatory notes
and English translation for the benefit of both Chinese
- and overseas readers fond of traditional Chinese cul-
~ ture.
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Han Fei was a great Chinese philosopher and for-

- mulator of Legalism during the end of the Warring States
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Period (475 - 221BC) and up until the pre-Qin era. Born
into an aristocratic royal family of the State of Han, he was
always interested in the studies of jurisprudence and legal
techniques. He also assimilated thoughts from Confucian-
ism, Taoism, Mohism and Logician to form his complete
ideology of Legalism. Although Han Fei stuttered and was
slow to speak, he was sharp and insightful in his writings.
Han Fei saw the decline of the state of Han and tried on
several occasions to write to the king to propose different
policies, but the king would not follow his advice. Seeing
that in the chaotic society of the day, philosophers chal-

lenged the laws through their works and knights contra- .

vened them through their acts of daring, the resentful Han

Fei buried himself in writing books such as Solitary Indig- :
nation ( Gu Fen), Five Vermin ( Wu Du), Precautions

Within the Palace ( Nei Wai Chu) and Difficulties of Per-
suasion ( Shui Nan) among others. Over his lifetime he

wrote many works which were later collected into a book :

named Han Fei Zi.
It was just as the ambitious King of Qin, future first
Emperor of China, was planning to fight a war to unite the

whole nation that he came across the two books Solitary

Indignation and Five Vermin. He was deeply impressed by
them, believing them to have been written by renowned
scholars of older generation. When he learned that these
works had been written by Han Fei, he ordered a sudden
attack on the State of Han. During the crisis the King of
the State of Han sent Han Fei as an envoy to Qin.
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BFRZBMSKEZHA (2]

People who, when washihg their hair, regret the loss of the hairs

that fall and forget the gain of the hairs that grow . ..

ANENDIYE RS (4)

Agricultural cultivation should not be obstructed by trifles.

SIRTER:, HFEARE (6)

If wolves get into a sheepfold, the sheep will not flourish.

WAL, WERERLE (8)

Rewards should be given to those of real merit, even if they



are distant and humble.

HREEE, K (10)
The hearing, sight and intelligence of man are endowed by nature.

KAF R, GEAFMW (12)
The emperor’s governing skill is too great to be measured and

too profound to be surveyed.

REFETLAR M A1 8T (14)
If those who waste large sums of money receive no punishment

and those who make small achievements are rewarded . . .

LT 2R, ABEE (16]
A country’s downfall begins if the emperor indulges in carnal

pleasures and neglects state affairs.
EEEAK, & ZIRZRISE (18)

Tao can be compared to water. The drowned die from drinking
too much . ..

BTEAT W, FFEARTTA (20)

Tao is invisible, thus no one knows when the emperor employs it.

EHE, TYzis, BRiEZad (22)
Tao is the beginning point of all lives and the source of right and



wrong.

fRREF, WA AL (24)
At the right time, the crops will flourish without great effort.

i%tﬁ_%, ANZ TR (26)
Morality is the root of existence.

TR L, R AR (28)
It is not an act of charity to administer light penalties, nor is it

an act of cruelty to enforce strict ones.

EWMONEEL, RL&NEG (30)
If laws are not obeyed, the country will be in chaos. If the people

exist in hatred, the country will be in danger.

EARS, @aAEeh (32)

Laws do not favor the ministers in power, just as an ink marker

does not make a curved line on its own.

BEWE, MARSNEKK (34)

Laws should be made clear and public, while the methods of

ruling the subordinates should be kept hidden.

RFEZFrUARRIRY D E , T s (36)

A tiger can overcome a dog by virtue of its claws and teeth.



R RA NS HIMETE (38)

If both people of merit and demerit are equally rewarded . . .

RYFEAHE, MERPE (40]

Just as all things have different functions, all people are endowed
with special talents.
MNIERTF, BHEATE (42)

When governing a country, the ruler should take worldly wisdom

into consideration.

ThMHE, FUHE, W (4]

Ministers whose accomplishments equal their words should be

rewarded.

TIE S ESTS, SERSIT (46)
If artisans are not able to utilize their skills, houses will fall and

bows will break.

KRIET=, BNEEK] (48]

As fire seems frightening, people escape from it and seldom are

burned.



WA TSy, AT A8k (S0]

Disasters grow out of evil thoughts. Evil thoughts are induced by

greed.

SELAEEZB, EHEHZ R (52]

If we adhere to the ruling system of previous kings to govern the

current people . . .

BIrZ ek, K EFHL (54]
Among the methods of suppressing evil deeds, the best is to

curb the wicked mind.

B 8, ETHE 248 (56]

As mirror should not be punished due to its reflection of flaws,
Tao should not be hated because of its exposure of wrong

doings.

FHILRIHErak (58]

The sovereign should not expose his preferences.

EAE, WMERAOmMEAL (60)
If the sovereign adopts the right ruling system, his ministers will

exert themselves to their utmost,and evil will not arise.



BIRS B 2P TIMESEBE (62)

Li Zhu could see a hair from a distance as far away as a hundred

steps, yet not see his own eyebrows and lashes.

W, RZA, HEd (64)

The officials are the roots of the people.

HRIAREEE H K (66)

As a blind man cannot avoid danger in daylight . . .

MR, JEREAERLT S (68)

Names and reality depend upon each other; form and shadow

are opposites.

B A8 AT | 7 (70)

Everyone should understand that relying on oneself is better than

relying upon others.

A TMrE, ol (72)
An enlightened sovereign should neither grant rewards at will,

nor absolve culprits from punishment without reason.

HBETATE, HEREFT (74)

If an enlightened sovereign governs through inaction, then his



ministers will be circumspect in their deeds.

HAZIE, EAEEREAY (76)

The way to become an enlightened sovereign is to request that

no minister speaks irresponsible words.

B Z Bt LISz Dhksz & Y (78]

To become an enlightened sovereign, one requires four prere-

quisites.

B ZAT 30, BRTAIAFT (80)

When an enlightened sovereign bestows rewards, they will benefit

all, like a falling rain in a time of drought.

BB Z FAW, REAMATTHE (82)
An enlightened sovereign should appreciate the beauty of his wife

and concubines yet not take heed of their gossip . . .

B FE B EARNEE TERZAN (84)
An intelligent sovereign will not allow his ministers to gain

privileges above the law . . .

BHEE, AFHAFW (86)

An intelligent sovereign will not expect others to be faithful to

him

BHE2Z B BBkt (88)
An intelligent sovereign will create positions and rewards in order



to choose tale;nted people and encourage those of merit.

B EZiEEE, B, WRTh (90]
An intelligent sovereign governs a country by bestowing liberal

rewards for good conduct . ..

KT, FAMEEEE (92)
If a mother cheats her child, her child will no longer have trust

in her.

HAHEH, MEAREREAZ (94)
Without the aid of keen eyes we can not distinguish black from

white.

HoBs, WITTAIESGE (96]
We cannot groom our beards and brows without a mirror . . .

REAHE. RESHE, HHAE (98)

A person who can protect his country and himself will act in

accordance with the basic principles.

TR, BRI MEIUTT (100)
An object as heavy as a thousand kilograms can float on the

water's surface with the help of a boat; yet without a boat,



