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Say “No” to A, B, C. Enjoy Listening!
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Suggested Learning Procedures il >] 5%

Step 1: Get familiar with the background knowledge and new words. (Z%&
RXCEFE LA

Step 2: Listen to the material for the first time and get the main idea of the
passage. (E—RW,MEXEEE.)

Step 3: Preview the questions in listening exercises. (i %4> 5., )

Step 4: Listen to the material as many times as possible until you could an-
swer the questions or figure out the exercises. (R E W H BT LI H %S ,)

Step 5. Evaluate your progress and pay special attention to your weakness in
English listening. GFh#E R, RHE BB C W HREHH )

Step 6: Improve your listening skill by imitating and reciting, G 1 #& {5 I
Hif#— L R_ T H1 K.

Step 7: If you want to practise speaking as well , try to sum up and retell the
story in your own words. ({IRREEREIREWT HEEE, A4S 0iE, R E
MAECHESHRMERTENAZE.)
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Thought Groups/&

I . Before Listening "7 & ' %

Background Knowliedge &RANR

% R R se b A

thought group, A ¥ X3, K 2 “EH”, XEF,. A KOG Fe, ATHE
AR F IR AR idea, 42T F A G, TAted) TR A AZ T ER, IHEAH T
TR T ARG ST A, AXEMMA T, R MM KX F e Lida Baker &AL
T 4T A4 Thought Group vA & 4e4 5 5 i F] Thought Group 1% A T.orl&EkiE ¢ %
iE, o d— 2 RA g EE,

F— kU 2iX & Thought Group, TP A —HEBMERG AL, $F A%
—HREA, FROAH2F 5 FEAG R ETLEEIR R, BRAY LT, %
RMBA,ELAFHREFEAXBORIL, FTHEROXEEABFIHEGREF
ARERBHIGE I B BEE, —F— W, &% %1% Native Speakers # %45,
H %4%F T # Thought Group X — A K& & M4, Bf: Thought Group Z 8 2 &#
4341 45 , 11 Thought Group #f H — A& L #45, L A E R Kb ey F 40—
HANEE FERB  RAFTTHY,

X —EKETREN, N X FHHKERN T —F the Beatles #
“Can’t Buy Me Love” # 4 # & /% & 4= 7 5 3 thought group, kW2 #H BT,
BRI HE,

» This material is provided by VOA Wordmaster program. The interviewee is Lida
Baker and the interviewers are Avi Arditti and Rosanne Skirble,



New Words 13;C%3
ﬁéigientally [insidentali] ad. 4% K3 ; 0]

182 3 prepositional [ prepszifon] a. 4~
syllables ['silabl] . &% reduced [ ridjuist] a. 351Léy
transcripts ['traegskript ] n. # A&, (& plug [plag] n. /4.5

O BREFHLFILE segment [ 'segmont] 7. K Bf
vowel ['vaval] n. & imitate ['imiteit | v. 345
consonant [ 'konsonent] n. & Los Angeles [ los'@ndzalos] 1. & 45 AL
_ intonation [ intoUneifon ] n. &4 (£ EMT)
alternation [ o:lteneion | n. X # Beatles [ 'bi:tlz] n. (the Beatles)#& & +
unstressed [ anstrest] a. RF EiEd BERFRA
- absolutely ['aebsoluitli] ad. # 3+, = California [ kali'fonjo | n. #m #) 4 £
A T, i (£EFH)

grammatical [ gro'metikel] a. 4 F X
[I‘. Listening Exercise "7 /7 #t &

Directions: Answer the following questions by completing the seitences according
to what you hear on the tape.

1. What are thought groups?
k Thought groups are something as native speakers of
“Emglish. It’s a way to , separated by 5

to help listeners organize the meaning.

2. In terms of the idea of thought groups, what is the authentic way that native
speakers speak English?
What we do is, the voice , and there’s also an alternation
between syllables that are , and syllables that are

3. What is the easiest way to learn about thought groups?
One of the easiest ways to learn about thought groups is to

4. What are the guidelines to break down sentences into thought groups?
Generally speaking, the pauses correspond to grammatical units such as

2
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and and things like the
Besides listening to popular music, what are some other ways to learn thought

groups?
1) A great way to learn this is to go to the Special English broadcasts and
and then . Because on Special English

the language is , it’s a wonderful way for learners to pick up on
the way sentences are broken down into thought groups.
2) Another way is to use a video cassette recorder and tape any television pro-

gram and do something called . You tape a segment of a show and
then you and what you try to do is to
, just
wEwmsk 0 A EHmE 00

[ll. After Listening ®f /7 [ B

Keys BERRE

1.

w

[42]

What are thought groups?

Thought groups are something we don’t even think about as native speakers of English.

It’s a way to break long sentences into shorter pieces, separated by slight pauses, to

help listeners organize the meaning.

. In terms of the idea of thought groups, what is the authentic way that native speakers

speak English?
What we do is, the voice moves up and down, and there’s also an alternation between

syllables that are stressed and pronounced clearly, and syllables that are unstressed and

therefore are reduced and spoken very quickly.

. What is the easiest way to learn about thought groups?

One of the easiest ways tc learn about thought groups is to listen (o popular music.

. What are the guidelines to break down sentences into thought groups?

Generally speaking, the pauses correspond to grammatical units such as phrases and

clauses and things like the complete subject of a sentence.

. Besides listening to popular music, what are some other ways to learn thought groups?

1) A great way to learn this is to go to the Special English broadcasts and look at the
transcripts and then listen to the announcers. Because on Special English the lan-
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guage is slowed down, it’s a wonderful way for learners to pick up on the way
sentences are broken down into thought groups.
) Another way is to use a video cassette recorder and tape any television program and

do something called tracking. You tape a segment of a show and then you play it
back and what you try to do is to imitate what they’re saying, just one beat behind
~  them.

Script 2ERN
- AA: I’m Avi Arditti with Rosanne Skirble, and this week on Wordmaster—English
teacher Lida Baker in Los Angeles talks about improving English pronunciation by
“understanding the idea of thought groups.

RS: Thought groups are something we don’t even think about as native speakers of
English. It’s a way to break long sentences into shorter pieces, separated by slight
pauses, to help listeners organize the meaning.

AA: But English learners need help to develop this skill when they study pronunciation.
Lida says over the last twenty years, many teachers of English have come to focus not
just on vowels and consonants, but also on stress and intonation.

BAKER: So we’re talking about the way that the voice moves up and down and where we
pause and things of that sort.

RS: Take a sentence like: “I took the milk from the table and I put it in the refrigerator. ”

BAKER: This is not right: [robotic monotone] “I took the milk from the table and I put it
in the refrigerator. ” Nobody talks like that.

AA: You sound like a robot.

BAKER: That’s right. But that’s not how we speak English. What we do is, that we. ..
the voice moves up and down, and there’s also an alternation between syllables that
are stressed and pronounced clearly, and syllables that are unstressed and therefore
are kind of reduced and spoken very quickly. So “I took the milk” becomes “I took the
milk”. puh-PAH. puh-PAH, OK? So within each thought group you will aiso find that
there are these variations in pitch, with the voice moving up and down, and then
syllables that are pronounced more clearly, syllables that are reduced and pronounced
unclearly. So you get this effect of “I took the milk”, puh-PAH, puh-PAH, “from the
table”, puh-puh-PAH-PAH, “and I put it”, da-da-DAH-DAH, “in the refrigerator”,
puh-puh-PAH-puh-puh-puh.

AA. You’ve got a hit there!
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BAKER: Funny you should say that, because one of the easiest ways to learn about thought
groups is to listen to popular music. And it happens that my daughter is absolutely
crazy about the Beatles so and she plays the guitar, so yesterday she was singing
“Can’t Buy Me Love”.

MUSIC. “Can’t Buy Me Love”

Can’ t buy me love, love,

Can’t buy me love

I’ Ul buy you a diamond ring my friend if it makes you feel alright

I’ get you anything my friend if it makes you feel alright

" cause I don’ t care too much for money, money can’t buy me love. . .

BAKER: First of all “can’t buy me love,” that’s a thought group right there. “I’ll buy
you a diamond ring, my friend,”—so, “I’ll buy you”, “a diamond ring”, “my
friend”. That’s three thought groups right there.

RS: What about for those who speak English as a foreign language. are there some rules,
or do they have to learn by doing?

BAKER: Well, I can’t give you any rules. There are no rules, but there are guidelines.
Generally speaking, the pauses occur, they sort of correspond to grammatical units
such as phrases and clauses and things like the complete subject of a sentence. So if
you have a sentence like “A big black cat sat on a tall white fence.” So the subject
there is “a big black cat”, and that’s a thought group. “A big black cat sat on a tall
white fence”, “on a tall white fence” is also a thought group, and that’s a preposi-
tional phrase.

Now pop music isn’t the only way to learn this. A great way to learn this, I’m going to
put in a plug here for the Voice of America—is to go to the Special English broadcasts
and look at the transcripts and then listen to the announcers. Because on Special Eng-
lish the language is slowed down, it’s a wonderful way for learners to pick up on the
way sentences are broken down into thought groups.

Another way is to use a video cassette recorder and tape any television program and do
something called tracking. You tape a segment of a show and then you play it back and
what you try to do is to imitate what they’re saying, just one beat behind them. And
incidentally it doesn’t have to be done with television. It can be done with radio as
well.

RS: Anywhere there’s sound going on in English.

BAKER: That’s right!

AA: Lida Baker teaches at the American Language Center at the University of California at

5



4 Los Angeles. She also writes and edits textbooks for English learners. And, by the
e, way, those Special English programs she mentioned are all available online at voaspe-
! fmlenglish. com.

RS: You can also find a link from our website. voanews. com/wordmaster. And our e-mail
address is word@ voanews. com. With Avi Arditti, I’m Rosanne Skirble.

N Listening Enhancement % # & #t

fmitation &{5

» .Di;'rections: Imitate the following sentences as many times as possible until
you get the rhythm of each thought group.

» [ took the milk from the table and I put it in the refrigerator.
» A big black cat sat on a tall white fence.
e I’ll buy you a diamond ring my friend.

Indication f55F

Directions : Mark the following sentences using “/” to indicate pauses between

thought groups. Then read these sentences aloud .

* Go down the hall. turn left at the second door and there if I’ m not mistaken
you’ll find Professor Lee’s office.

e One of the most frightening experiences I have ever had took place last month
as a silvery airplane landed me in an unfamiliar city in a strange country where
I was not acquainted with anyone, spoke little of the language and had no ideas
how to find my way to the university where I was to study.

* Because I was expecting a call from my mother in my hometown I rushed to
answer when the telephone rang.

* He has not been in the United States very long and is finding that it is more
difficult to get around than he thought it would be.

Keys to Indication ¥pFSEBR
¢ Go down the hall, /turn left at the/second door/and there/if I’m not mistaken.’
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you’ll find Professor Lee’s office.

One of the most frightening experiences I have ever had took place last month/
as a silvery airplane landed me in an unfamiliar city in a strange country/where
I was not acquainted with anyone, /spoke little of the language/and had no ideas
how to find my way to the university where I was to study.

Because I was expecting a call/from my mother/in my hometown, /I rushed to
answer/when the telephone rang.

He has not been in the United States very long/and is finding that/it is more
difficult to get around/than he thought it would be.



