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Chinese Version's Preface
"Food Sovereignty" has stood out of the tropical rainforest's web of causality

Chinese Version's Preface
"Food Sovereignty" has stood out of the tropical
rainforest’s web of causality

We are very pleased to offer this Chinese edition of Breakfast of Biodiversity,
although we must advise the reader that much work has taken place since our last
revision of the book in 2005. Although we insist that the underlying basis of the
analysis has remained the same, there have been many new analyses and, especially,
new political events that ought to be taken into account when reading the book. A
very important issue is the fact that conservation of tropical rain forests has taken
on a very large landscape level focus. Tropical rain forest regions are now highly
fragmented and our comments on the matrix and its importance are even more
important today than when we first made them. Perhaps the most important new
development is associated with that matrix. Composed of mainly agroecosystems,
the matrix is thus occupied by farmers which are, in tropical areas, mainly small-scale
operators farming for their families and local markets. From them, through a large
umbrella organization called 'Via Campesina" has emerged a totally new concept of
food production and agriculture, the idea of food sovereignty. Rather than promote
food security which aims at individual consumers, rather than focus on agricultural
improvements, which aim at individual producers, the idea of food sovereignty is
that local communities have the right not only to be fed, but to decide for themselves
where their food comes from and how it is produced. This concept puts a great deal
of potential power in the hands of local food producers rather than in the hands of
international agribusiness corporations.

A centerpiece of Breakfast of Biodiversity has always been our insistence on
the "web of causality" approach to understanding rainforest destruction. The new
ideas of food sovereignty fit into that web in a direct and important way, even if our
analysis did not originally include them. We hope the reader will be able to do that
for himself or herself. Indeed, we hope that the special circumstances of tropical
regions of the Chinese-speaking world will easily be incorporated into what we
intend as a very general analysis and help those who seek to develop a more rational
approach to managing the lands located in tropical regions.

John Vandermeer and Ivette Perfecto
Tapachula, Mexico
June 13th, 2009

003



e, 5252 BEPDFIE V5 i) : www. ertongbook. com



