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Towering peaks. vast forests. clear streams. and deep valleys make up a wonderland — Wauling
Yuan.

Wauling Yuan lies in the Wuling Mountains in the northwest of China’s Hunan Province. It con-



sists of Zhangjiajie. the Tianzi Mountain. the Suoxi Valley. and Yangjiajie. each with a unique
landscape. within a circumference of 369 square km inside Dayong Municipality. Millions of years
ago. this area was a vast sea. During the long course of development. the crustal movement of the
“Yanshan Mountains” raised the seabed above the water and turned it into mountains and valleys.
With an uncanny workmanship. Nature has carved and shaped this primitive scene of sandstone,
forests and valleys, with murmuring streams, fantastic peaks. and grotesque crags.

However. it is not until the early 1980’s that this “sleeping beauty” was woken up and intro-
duced to the public. This bright pearl of landscape was cheered by literary celebrities as “a maze in
Nature”. “enlarged potted landscape and dwindled fairyland”. Since then Wuling Yuan became
known far and wide. It was listed among the state-level scenic zones by the State Council and incu-
luded into the Inventory of World Natural Heritage by the World Heritage Committee of UNESCO.

Wauling Yuan is famous for its high mountains. queer crags, clear waters. deep vslley_} and
fine caves. Towering from the valleys are 5000 crags with 800 streams winding forward through the
gullies. Among the noted scenic spots are the King’s Writing Brushes, a crown of all peaks; the Trea-
sure Peak Lake, a place of unique beauty: the Yellow Dragon Cavern., described as “the under-
ground paradise ";: and the skyscraping Golden Whip Peak. Enjoying the mountain views in the Yel-
low Lion Village. or experiencing the tranquility along the Jinbian Stream. or making adventures in-
Shentangwan Valley, or viewing seas of clouds in the West Sea, or touring along miles of pic-
turesque Shadao Valley. one sees so many intoxicating scenes and can not help marvel at the pic-
turesque and idyllic charm of the place.

Wauling Yuan is not only famous for its natural scenery, but also for its rich resources of flora
and fauna. Its a treasure-house of green plants and a paradise for wild animals. The mountains are
covered with virgin secondary forests, dove trees, ginkgoes, metasequoias, and other rare trees and
flowers. Rhesus monkeys. civets, tragopans, golden pheasants, and other rare animals and birds are
active in the forests.

The beauty of Wuling Yuan lies in her mysteriousness and naturalness. With a primitive charm,
Wuling Yuan opens her arms to embrace visitors from all over the world.
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Zhangjiajie. or the Qingyan Mountain, is
China’s first national forest park. With an area
of 130 square km. this lustrous scenic pearl
consists of seven main tourist routes: Yellow
Lion Village, Jinbian Stream, Yaozi Village.
Pipa Stream. Shadao Valley. Back Garden,
and Chaotianguan.

Zhangjiajie is peculiar with its crags. 3000
crags rise in various shapes. They are like
whips or pillars propping up the sky: or huge
walls. solid and sound: or immense eggs piled
on an unsteady board: or miniature rockery or
curios.... Fantastic but actual, dreamy but real!
They are not artistic works, but more exquisite

than artistic works. One can not help marveling
at the acme of perfection of Nature’s creation.

Zhangjiajie is tranquil with its waters.
Springs gush out of crevices and brooks flow
through the valleys to converge into five
streams, four white sand pools, and two tum-
bling falls. The streams meandering down east-
ward between reddish rocks and green trees
form long scrolls of landscape painting.

Zhangjiajie is beautiful with its forests.
97. 7% of the area is covered with trees. There
are tracts of primeval secondary forests, where .
are reserved a number of rare and valuable
trees. flowers. and herbs. The xylophyta alone
amounts to 517 species in 93 families. twice as
many as that in the whole Europe. Ancient and
rare trees are mostly found in the primeval sec-
ondary forests, such as ginkgoes, dove trees.
Chinese yews. and tulip trees. Living in
Shifeng Valley there are civets. giant salaman-
ders. red-bellied tragopans and other rare ani-
mals.
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BA2H Ik CONCH
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This 200m-high spiral rock peak
shaped like a conch. with a small top an
large bottom. It stands on the slope of the
ley. and when the mist disperses it resembli

conch emerging out of the sea
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In the deep valley west of the Yellow Lion Village there is a rank of six
bridge-pier-like huge. round rocks over 200m high. The distance between each oth-
er is 300m. The height of the rocks increases from the first pier to the fourth and

then decreases from the fourth to the last. forming an arc in the shape of piers of a

bridge. It is indeed an incredible scene.
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The South-Heaven Pillar is a huge rock 300m high. Standing firm
on the earth, it rises skyward, like a pillar propping the sky.

FUETMBR  Beautiful Peaks in Rosy Dawn
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The Picturesque Wuling Mountains
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On the top of this high rock peak lies a rectangular crag shaped like

a box. with its “cover” half drawn. It is reminiscent of the mythical

treasure-box for celestial books after the books were stolen.
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On the flat top of this rock peak lies an elliptic boulder. about Sm
long m wide and 2m high shaped like a tortoise. When the clouds
float past it appears to be poking its head out and moving slowly. It is

really a unique sight,
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FIVE-FINGER PEAK
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Five rock peaks stand side by side. with varied height and regular

distance between each other. just like five fingers.
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The Star-Plucking Stand is a crag 1,082m above sea le
el. The tip of the crag protrudes southward. looking like

springboard on a diving tower. High up on this skyscrapii
crag in a starry night. the stars seem to be within reach
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Green Forests

#’A?Mﬂﬁb Exploring the Songzi Hill




