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Foreword by
Professor M.A.K. Halliday'

It is a pleasure to welcome the appearance of this new
publication by Dr Mark Shum. In my opinion the book makes a
significant contribution to the field of mother tongue education,
showing how linguistic theory can profitably be applied to a specific
educational task — in this case, to the further development of
Chinese-medium instruction at primary and secondary level in
Hong Kong schools.

Dr Shum has drawn on the extensive body of systemic
functional studies of the Chinese language carried out during the
past quarter century, both in China and elsewhere, as well as on
the work of some of the leading Chinese grammarians; with this
foundation he has outlined a functional analysis of the Chinese
clause and applied this in analysing a number of different texts,
showing up the similarities and differences among them. He has
then combined these insights with a systematic account of
educational genres, inspired by the work of Frances Christie, and
undertaken detailed studies in a range of educational contexts:
investigating textbooks and other teaching materials in different
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Foreword by Professor M.AK. Halliday

disciplines in relation to the learners’ understanding; evaluating and
improving students’ writing, and integrating their writing and
reading skills; gaining an overview of children’s language
development, and so on.

Hong Kong has always been the vanguard of work in language
education, with a strong component of applied linguistics (as
represented by the very active Association for Applied Linguistics,
or ‘HAAL'). Dr Shum’s book both exemplifies and further
strengthens this enterprise. His experience of working with teachers
at the CMI Centre, the University of Hong Kong, has been
critically important in the development of his thinking; his work
illustrates very well what | see as the guiding principle of applied
linguistics — practice guided by theory, theory refined by practice.
[t is good to see his work being made available to a wider audience.

M.A K. Halliday
December 2002
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