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Project Financed by Special Fund for Communication and Cultural Undertakings of Shenzhen
Exhibition Celebrating 30 years Anniversary of Shenzhen Special Economic Zone
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Gems of Sangin: Cultural relics from Shaanxi
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Exhibition Time: September 29th 2010- December 9th 2010
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Exhibition Site: Special Exhibition Hall of Shenzhen History Museum
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Organizer: Shenzhen Bureau of Cultural Relics | Shaanxi Bureau of Cultural Relics

ARSPAL: FINEYITH

Host: Shenzhen Museum
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Joint Organizers:

Shaanxi History Museum | Shaanxi Archeology Research Institute
Museum of the Terra-cotta Warriors and Horses of Qin Shi Huang
Xi'an Bei Lin Museum | Xi’an Museum / Xian Yang Museum

Bao Ji Bronze Museum | Zhou Yuan Museum | Fu Feng Museum
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Foreword

Shaanxi was located at the heart of inland China, and was named
Three Chin in ancient times. Yellow river, which is the mother
river of China, zigzags its way through Shaanxi like a giant
dragon. It is one of the most important inhibition areas of Chinese
people and played very important role in Chinese civilization.
The ancient civilization of Shaanxi embraced the zeitgeist of

innovations, tolerance. and openness in a consistent way.

In more than three thousand years ago, the ancestors of Zhou had
moved to Qi and set the capitals of Zhou in Feng and Gao. They
built a prosperous country and made all the other races declare
themselves vassals. The King of Zhou laid foundation of rites
and courtesy system of ancient China, which was inherited by

generations of Chinese people.

Qin occupies a very advantageous geographic position, and
gradually became the strongest military power and thus unified

China for the first time in history.

Han established itself as a prosperous nation and set its capital in
Chang’ an. Xiongnu intruders from the north had been defeated
and thus guaranteed the stability of the frontier. Silk Road, which
is the most important cultural and economic channel of west
China, also began to play its transportation function. Chang’ an
city in Han was already a cosmopolitan city and was comparable
to ancient Roman at that time. The inscriptions on the Han tiles
reflected the zeitgeist of the time, featuring strong confidence and

national pride.

Tong also made Shaanxi the capital of its empire. The geographic
position and its transportational convenience made it the biggest

and most prosperous cosmopolis of the world at that time. Tang

dynasty saw huge cultural diversity and race diffusion, and its
vitality and creativity is also unprecedented in Chinese history. It
was a time with pioneering confidence and high-spirited national

pride.

The archeological findings in Shaanxi flourished since 1950 with
the economic construction of PRC. The numerous treasures of
the ancient civilization had since marveled the world. 2010 is
the 30 anniversary of the birth of Shenzhen Special Economic
Zone. With the cooperative effort of Shaanxi Beauro of Cultural
Relics and 9 museums of Shannxi, Shenzhen Museum is able to
organize this special exhibition to present these cultural gems
from Shaanxi. It will surely be a new cultural feast for Shenzhen

citizens.

This catalogue includes 112 sets of more than 300 pieces of
bronze ritual vessels, golden and jade wares, pottery tomb warrior
figures, and tricolor pottery wares, most of which are the best from
archeological findings. Among them, bronze wares of western
Zhou and golden and jade wares which are from Zhouyuan site
where is the birth place of Zhou Kingdom, and also from tomb of
Guo; terra-cotta Figures of Qin which are among the famous eight
wonders of the world; the recently unearthed bronze birds and
stone armour; the golden, jade, porcelain ware and tricolors wares

represented Tang dynasty’ s unique style.

These cultural gems reflected the prosperity, confidence and
openness of Chinese civilization in history. They also represented
the intellectual and creative power of Chinese people. They will
serve as inspiration for us to explore and anticipate a prosperous

new era of China.
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The Founding of a Country on Rites and Cultivation
Zhou (around 11th century B.C.— 256 B.C.)
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Qin unifies China
Qin (221 B.C.- 206 B.C.)
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Gale of Han
Han ( 206 B.C. -220A.D.)
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The Magnificence of Tang Dynasty
Tang (618 A.D.— 907 A.D.)
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The Founding of a Country on Rites and Cultivation
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In more than one thousand years before century, the king of Zhou, Wu exterminated
Yinshang, and became the king of the country. He established Zhou Dynasty, which known
to history as "the Western Zhou." Western Zhou dynasty is famous for its luxurious and
exquisite living style. It saw a historical evolvement from solemn world of spirits to the
secular human world. It is also a period rich in vitality and creativity. The rituals and
courtesy system developed in the period has a lasting influence on thousands years of
Chinese civilization. This is the era of "Rites" and "Book of Songs"; it is also a Bronze

Age featuring bronze green for audience of today.
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Bronze wares from Baoji

28, HAKREXFPFREE, TATERINZA, RERAGHLFR
Fe B RN, FEAINEANANFE, AHXFRLLOHEAFTRE “F
ER” flgae) ‘OXBR” —LA%, XE&, KKE, #ETH
&, AFFk, TR RIAFABBAT T, HTEARLIAR, EBHHE
HEHNFRABRRAEARE, FoHANFHERTEANLN, LHAX
BONRREAMEAFABOE LARMLER, KAEG, BEHEHH
EHFABERNFE, HXRREHTESRAXFR, AEFAZHRNL
RASAN GEHROHE, FH B2RAG, ABHE, TEHLEFH
@R T —AAAYGT M.

Baoji locates at the west end of Guanzhong plain, guarding the Qin Mountain. It
is the birth place of important transportation hub of Western Zhou. It has a rich
collection of bronze wares. Mao Gong Ding, Da Yu Ding, San Shi Plate and Guo
Ji Zi plate are the most famous among them. From the establishment of PRC, the
bronze wares unearthed from Baoji Bronze had attracted attention from all over
ld such as the dlscovery of He Zun of early Zhou period; the unearthed
ki : other bronze
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