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1. Ancient Greece: A history both of wars
and of civilization H#&HE: —E&FE,
th 2 —&B3CHASE

Ancient Greece was a civilization belonging to a period
of Greek history that lasted from the Archaic period of the
8th to 6th centuries BC to the end of antiquity. Included in
Ancient Greece is the period of Classical Greece, which
flourished during the 5th to 4th centuries BC. Classical
Greece began with the repelling of a Persian invasion by
Athenian leadership. Because of conquests by Alexander
the Great, Hellenistic civilization flourished from Central
Asia to the western end of the Mediterranean Sea.
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Chronology: A long history under the
influence of the Oriental culture #£F: FHF X

LR M T B8 < D 52

There are no fixed or universally agreed upon dates

for the beginning or the end of Classical Antiquity. It is
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typically taken to last from the 8th century BC until the 6th
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century AD, or for about 1,300 years.

Classical Antiquity in Greece is preceded by the Greek Dark Ages (c.
1100—c. 750 BC), archaeologically characterised by the protogeometric and
geometric style of designs on pottery, succeeded by the Orientalizing Period,
a strong influence of Assyrian, Phoenician and Egyptian cultures.

Traditionally, the Archaic period of ancient Greece is taken in the wake
of this strong Orientalizing influence during the 8th century BC, which among
other things brought the alphabetic script to Greece, marking the beginning
of Greek literature. The Archaic period gives way to the Classical period
around 500 BC, in turn succeeded by the Hellenistic period at the death of
Alexander the Great in 323 BC.

The history of Greece during Classical Antiquity may thus be subdivided
into the following periods:

The Archaic period (c. 750 — c. 500 BC) follows, in which artists made
larger free-standing sculptures in stiff, hieratic poses with the dreamlike
"archaic smile".

The Classical period (c. 500—c. 323 BC) is characterised by a style which
was considered by later observers to be exemplary—for instance the famous
Parthenon. Politically, the Classical Period was dominated by Athens and the
Delian League during the 5th century BC, displaced by Spartan hegemony
during the early 4th century BC, before power shifted to Thebes and the
Boeotian League and finally to the League of Corinth led by Macedon.

The Hellenistic period (323-146 BC) is when Greek culture and power
expanded into the Near and Middle East. This period begins with the death
of Alexander and ends with the Roman conquest.

Roman Greece, the period between Roman victory over the Corinthians
at the Battle of Corinth in 146 BC and the establishment of Byzantium by
Constantine as the capital of the Roman Empire in 330 AD.

The final phase of Antiquity is the period of Christianization during



the later 4th to early 6th centuries, taken to be
complete with the closure of the Neoplatonic
Academy by Justinian | in 529 AD.
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Greco-Persian Wars: Darius and his son fought in vain ¥
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The Greco-Persian Wars were a series of conflicts between the
Achaemenid Empire of Persia and city-states of the Hellenic world that
started in 499 BC and lasted until 449 BC. The collision between the fractious

political world of the Greeks and the enormous empire of the Persians
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began when Cyrus the Great conquered lonia in 547 BC.
Struggling to rule the independent-minded cities of lonia,
the Persians appointed tyrants to rule each of them.

In 499 BC, the tyrant of Miletus, Aristagoras,

embarked on an expedition to conquer the island of
Naxos, with Persian support; however, the expedition was
a debacle and, pre-empting his dismissal, Aristagoras
incited all of Hellenic Asia Minor into rebellion against the
Persians. This was the beginning of the lonian Revolt,

progressively drawing more regions of Asia Minor into the

conflict. Aristagoras secured military support from Athens
and Eretria, and in 498 BC these forces helped to capture & e By
and burn the Persian regional capital of Sardis. The
Persian king Darius the Great vowed to have revenge on
Athens and Eretria for this act. The revolt continued, with
the two sides effectively stalemated throughout 497—495
BC. In 494 BC, the Persians regrouped, and attacked the

epicentre of the revolt in Miletus. At the Battle of Lade, the

rebellion collapsed, with the final members being stamped

out the following year. kf

Seeking to secure his empire from further revolts ¥
and from the interference of the mainland Greeks, Darius 'g
embarked on a scheme to conquer Greece and to punish fi
Athens and Eretria for burning Sardis. The first Persian .
invasion of Greece began in 492 BC, with the Persian ;7%’
general Mardonius conquering Thrace and Macedon 4
before several mishaps forced an early end to the ?(
campaign. In 490 BC a second force was sent to Greece, é%
this time across the Aegean Sea, under the command of j;ﬁ
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Datis and Artaphernes. This expedition subjugated the Cyclades, before
besieging, capturing and razing Eretria. However, while on route to attack
Athens, the Persian force was decisively defeated by the Athenians at the
Battle of Marathon, ending Persian efforts for the time being. Darius died in
486 BC and responsibility for the conquest passed to his son Xerxes I. In 480
BC, Xerxes personally led the second Persian invasion of Greece with one
of the largest ancient armies ever assembled. Victory over the ‘Allied’Greek
states led by Sparta and Athens at the Battle of Thermopylae allowed the
Persians to overrun most of Greece. However, while seeking to destroy the
combined Greek fleet, the Persians suffered a severe defeat at the Battle of
Salamis. The following year, the confederated Greeks went on the offensive,
defeating the Persian army at the Battle of Plataea, and ending the invasion
of Greece.

The allied Greeks followed up their success by destroying the rest of
the Persian fleet at the Battle of Mycale, before expelling Persian garrisons
from Sestos (479 BC) and Byzantium (478 BC). The actions of the general
Pausanias at the siege of Byzantium alienated many of the Greek states
from the Spartans, and the anti-Persian alliance was therefore reconstituted
around Athenian leadership, as the so-called Delian League. The Delian
League continued to campaign against Persia for the next three decades,
beginning with the expulsion of the remaining Persian garrisons from Europe.
At the Battle of the Eurymedon in 466 BC, the League won a double victory
that finally secured freedom for the cities of lonia. However, the League’s
involvement in an Egyptian revolt (460 BC—454 BC) resulted in a disastrous
defeat, and further campaigning was suspended. A fleet was sent to Cyprus
in 451 BC, but achieved little, and when it withdrew the Greco-Persian Wars
drew to a quiet end.
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