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Notting Hill

“I live in Notting Hill. You live in Beverly Hills.
Everyone in the world knows who you are. My
mother has trouble remembering my name.”
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P art A ‘ P reviewing Stage

1 Information About the Movie

1.

Storyline

William Thacker, an average bookstore owner working and living in Notting Hill, is hardly
making his ends meet. His world begins to turn upside down after he accidentally encounters Anna
Scott, a leading American actress. Over months, Anna and William become friends and love
between them gets to blossom. However, being together with the world’s most wanted woman is not

easy. Fame and her American actor boyfriend get in the way.

Main Characters

1) Anna Scott (Julia Roberts) : a Hollywood film star

2) William Thacker ( Hugh Grant) . a recently divorced owner of a travel bookshop
3) Honey Thacker (Emma Chambers) . William’s younger sister, a fan of Anna Scott
4) Bernie ( Hugh Bonneville) . a failing stockbroker and a friend of William
5) Spike (Rhys Ifans) : William’s strange Welsh flatmate

6) Max (Tim Mclnnerny ) . William’s best friend

7) Bella ( Gina McKee) : a paraplegic lawyer and William’s ex-girlfriend
8) Martin (James Dreyfus) ; William’s assistant at his bookshop

Genre

Notting Hill is a 1999 British romantic comedy film set in Notting Hill, London.

Romantic comedy is a subgenre of comedy that focuses on the complications arising from the
search for romance, courtship or a new relationship. Humor in such films tends to be of a verbal,
low-key variety or situational, as opposed to slapstick, although the form evolved from the generally
raucous romantic screwball comedies of the 1930s and 1940s ( It Happened One Night, The Lady
Eve, The Shop Around the Corner). In these early examples, couples usually started off disliking
one another, only to slowly overcome such obstacles and fall in love by the upbeat conclusion. Sharp
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dialogue was a hallmark of these films. Though a different take on the form—that of the plight of the
divorced—began surfacing in the late 1970s ( Annie Hall, Manhattan, Choose Me and Something
Wild) , the emphasis on “happily-ever-after” continued in Hollywood through the 1980s with hits
like When Harry Met Sally, Bull Durham and Say Anything. By the 1990s, the romantic comedy had
increasingly begun to include elements of cynicism, which in many films replaced the traditional
fairy-tale outcome and can be seen in subversive films like My Best Friend’s Wedding and There’s

Something About Mary.
II OQuestions Before Viewing

Why does Anna Scott come to Notting Hill?

Why does William pretend to be the reporter from the magazine Horse & Hound?
Why do William’s friends declare themselves as underachievers in front of Anna?
By what excuse does Anna think she should deserve the last brownie?

What is William’s love world like before he runs into Anna?

With whom is William forced to go on dating to get over Anna?

Why does William offer his flat to Anna?

Why does William leave the filming spot without informing Anna?

& S Kk LR 0

©

After William turns down Anna’s asking for love, what are his friends’ opinions on his decision?

_
=

What does the love between William and Anna, Honey and Spike, Max and Bella imply

respectively ?



-~ 1. Word Bank
browse V.
amusing  adj.
incident  n.
kebab n.
hardback n.
variety n.
security n.
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| Part‘ B Viewing Stage

Clips for Appreciation

Clip 1 Can I help you at all?

e 5 7 ] 5 ) 5 ) G scenario .
A, 5 NRER absolute  adj.
i h autograph n.
AR signature  n.
Fizets jail n.
Ak 2 tempting  adj.
LA AR

2. View the clip and answer the'féllowing questions.

1 5, S i A

Y XY e AR
FEES , Tl

BT BE

WBR ; 0 BRI
AN EIPN:D!

1) What does Anna jokingly say to William after the book theft is discovered?
2) How does William find the thief stealing a book?

3. View the clip and write down the missing parts of the following dialogue.

William: Um, can I help you at all?
. No, thanks.

Anna

William: . ..
. Thanks. I'll think about it.
William .

Anna

Or,

9 b
, there’s, um, I'm sorry.

? Excuse me.



Rufus:
William ;
Rufus:
William .
Rufus:
William .
Rufus:
William .
Rufus.:
William .

Rufus.
William .

Anna.

William ;

Rufus;
Anna:
Rufus:
Anna:
William .
Anna:
Rufus:
Anna.

Rufus.
Anna-.
William .
Anna.
William -
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Yes.

Bad news.
What?

Uh,

So?

S0,

What book?

Right. I tell you what. Uh, I'll call the police, and,

OK. ?

Well, ideally, the Cadogan Guide
to Bali from your trousers, and . I'll see you in

a sec. I’'m sorry about that.
No, it’s fine. . Oh

see.

Um, yeah, couldn’t stop him.

Excuse me.
Yes.

Uh, sure.
Yeah.
7

Rufus. 7

. And above it, it says “Dear Rufus,

Good one. ;

. But, no. Thank you.

Thanks.

Pleasure.

4. View the part of the clip (00:21 ~00:54) and complete the following paragraph.

William .

Fine. Uh, that book’s really not great.
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5

Rearrange the order of the following lines according to the clip.

Useful for, uh, lighting fires, wrapping fish, that sort of things.
I’ll throw in one of those for free.

Actually, it’s a sort of a classic really.

Oh, right, right.

So, uh, well, on second thoughts, um, maybe it’s not that bad after all.

@Aamyawp

. And, um, I tell you what.

The correct order should be

None of those childish kebab stories you find in so many books these days.

Choose the best meaning of the italicized words or phrases.

1) So, I saw you put that book down your trousers.
A. store something for future use
B. place something on a table, shelf, etc.
C. land an aircraft or in an aircraft
2) When I went back to the desk, you'd remove the “Cadogan Guide to Bali
A. book for travelers
B. person who shows others the way
C. device that directs progressive action
3) It’s a sort of a classic really.
A. outstanding example of its kind
B. garment having a simple traditional style
C. work of art recognized as being of high quality and lasting value
4) Useful for, uh, lighting fires, wrapping fish, that sort of things.
A. enclosing or covering
B. winding round

C. completing a discussion

" from your trousers.

Write down the English or Chinese version of the following sentences.

1) I think the man who wrote it has actually been to Turkey, which helps.

2) If I'm wrong about the whole “book down the trousers” scenario, I really

apologize.




