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Introduction

Hometown of Dragon-boat Tune—— 65 Short Piano Pieces Recomposed from Enshi
Tujia Native People’ s Traditional Folk Songs of China is a collection of short piano
pieces recomposed by Angel Tang, a junior at Music Education Department in Central
Conservatory of Music, on the basis of her many years’ collecting and research on Enshi
Tujia Native people’ s traditional folk songs in the southwestern Hubei Province.

The present collection of short piano pieces features that each piece has both Chinese
and English titles with both Chinese and English scripts to show the general meaning of
each piece.

The composing order from 1 to 65 is organized chronologically according to the
living snapshots of Tujia people. And each short piano piece is a small segment in Tujia
people’ s routine lives. Therefore, the 65 short piano pieces together form a complete

picture of Tujia, and playing each of these piano pieces, one can sense the sweet melodies

and beautiful distinctive styles of Enshi Tujia Native people’ s traditional folk songs.
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About the Author

Angel Tang, a Tujia girl, was born in Enshi City, Enshi Tujia and Miao Autonomous
Prefecture of Hubei Province, on September 24, 1989. As a young girl, she was greatly
influenced by Tujia culture and music, and studied the piano under Mr. Lunwang Chen,
associate professor of Hubei Institute for Nationalities. She went to Higher Music School
Affiliated to Central Conservatory of Music in September 2004, and studied the piano
under Miss Manchun Chen, professor of the school. And in August 2007, she was admitted
to the Music Education Department of Central Conservatory of Music, and studied the
piano under Miss Yilian Chen, professor of the university. With the help of the staff
members of the department, she improved her musical professional knowledge and
techniques. Since 2009, she published her six songs on Music Weekly: No Trouble for
Women Any More; Sa-Er-He the Unrestrained Life; The Stream A Young Girl is about to
Wade Across; The Sun ,The Moon; Moon in Middle-autumn Festival, Mooncakes by Dear
Mom; The Newly Installed Internet in the Rural Village. The present collection Hometown

of Dragon-boat Tune 65 Short Piano Pieces Recomposed from Enshi Tujia Native
People’ s Traditional Folk Songs of China is short piano pieces recomposed from the

traditional folk songs in her hometown.
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Forewords

Angel Tang is a young Tujia girl from Enshi, growing up with the folk songs of
her mother and her country fellows. She loves and is acquainted with her
hometown’ s folk music, especially with the sweet and enjoyable folk songs which
are hidden in the depth of mountains and rarely known to the outside world. She has
collected more than one hundred pieces of them since she majored in music.
Enlightened by the short piano pieces recomposed by such forefathers of composers
as Yinghai Li based on the folk songs in the course of exploring Chinese
nationalized harmony, Miss Tang has chosen 65 pieces of Tujia folk songs in the
same way, and organized them into certain story-style plots according to the words
of songs, dubbed in harmony suitable for the folk song melody and in piano texture,
thus recomposed into the short piano pieces.

All these pieces have a distinctive flavour of Tujia folk songs. In addition, the
author pursues the nature, simplicity and beauty in the procession of recomposing.
Consequently, she makes piano harmonization natural, simple and full of varieties
according to the characteristics of each folk song. What’ s more, she adds text
description to her piano pieces in order that it is convenient for the performers to
have a better understanding of folk songs.

65 Short Piano Pieces
Recomposed from Enshi Tujia Native People’ s Traditional Folk Songs of China can

The publication of Hometown of Dragon-boat Tune

promote the Chinese national culture and add one more fresh flower to it. The
present collection can be used as a complementary teaching material to the
preliminary piano learners, and at the same time, it can also make the young piano
addicts familiar with Tujia ethnic folk songs from the young.

Guangren Zhou
At Central Conservatory of Music
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Preface

I was born in Enshi Tujia and Miao Autonomous Prefecture, Hubei Province, the
birthplace of Ba (now it is called Tujia) people and Ba culture. Its typical geographical
position is shown as the joint place of Bachu and Bayu cultures. It is the cradle of Tujia
culture with a variety of ethnic cultures and folk music, and called “hometown of singing
and dancing.” It is also the birthplace of Dragon-boat Tune, one of the 25 world- famous
folk songs. All these influenced me greatly.

I began to study piano when I was young. In 2007 I went to Music Education
Department of Central Conservatory of Music. Thanks to the training and instructing of all
the staff members of the department, I could get insight into the fields of musical
knowledge and enlarge the horizon of music, and at the same time I have sensed the great
responsibility to protect and pass on all the heritages of the ethnic folk music. In the past
three years, I have collected and sorted out hundreds of folk songs and finally singled out
65 pieces out of them and recomposed them into the piano pieces. I hope my attempt can
popularize Enshi Tujia traditional folk songs by means of the carrier of piano and let the
outside world have a good chance to contact Tujia music and to have a better
understanding of Tujia beautiful folk songs.

Enshi Tujia folk songs are rooted deep in the mountains, and are isolated from the
modern world, with only few exceptions such as Dragon-boat Tune and Sister Huang, the
fourth with its own traits and typical styles known to outside world, not to mention
recomposing these invaluable folk songs into piano pieces.

In selecting the material, I have used such ways as cantata reading words, plot
category, diagram analysis, and have tried to combine the small segments of Tujia
people’ s daily life together and to make the performers have a space of imagination.
During the course of the recomposing, I have tried to reserve the completion of the

original music, only using some minor ways, such as deletion or addition of individual
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notes, transposition, and adaptation of tone area, to make some of the music more vivid.
As for piano harmonization, I have made some bold attempts to make the harmonization
match for the typical flavour of Enshi Tujia folk songs. In music, I have tried to pursue the
artistic effects of being natural, simple, beautiful and vivid.

Great thankfulness, first and foremost, must go to the famous pianist, the great
educator, Professor Guangren Zhou for her forewords for the book. Second, my sincere
gratitude must go to the staff members of Music Education Department of Central
Conservatory of Music for their kind instruction and training. Last but not least, my
thanks must go to the staff members of Anhui Literature and Art Publishing House for
their hard work at the book and encouragement to me.

Thank all the friends who have helped me!

Angel Tang

At Central Conservatory of Music
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