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Abstract

As a young discipline, International Relations is still in its initial stage in the
study and teaching of its history, and scholars 1n this field have to face the problem
of the shortage of theoretical classics as well as the tradition of classics mterpretation
IR theorists, however, sometimes tend to seck supports and origins of their thoughts
from ancient classics, among which the most concerned 1s Thucydides’ history
Thucydides 1s regarded as a founding father of International Relations, and his work
as the only acknowledged classic 1n the study of mternational relations This book,
therefore, will try to study the mnternational thought of Thucydides, and thereby
probe into the relationship between IR researches and classics: How are classics
read? How should they be read? In what way are IR theories mspired by them?

In the first part ( Chapter I ), the author reviews the IR scholars’ studies already
done on Thucydides The historical relationship between Thucydides and IR studies
is surveyed first, that 1s, how his work passed from 1ts creation 1n ancient Greece
through the “rediscovery” 1n Renaissance to the attention of IR students 1n the 20"
century, by the lenses of modern thinkers. The author then reviews threads through
the IR theorists’ understandings of Thucydides from the perspectives of Realism and
non-Realism. The Realist way, though the manstream and traditional way to deal
with Thucydides’ work, 1s not devoid of misunderstandings, while the non-Realist
one, enlightening and inspiring as 1t 1s to some extent, 1s not profound or systematic
enough

In the second part ( Chapter II-IV ), through textual perusal the author studies
and interprets Thucydides’ international thought, from the three aspects of human

nature, the origin of war and international justice, and compare 1t afterwards with
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modern IR thoughts. A city-state, for Thucydides, is an enlarged man, embodied by
the same human nature which 1s consistent in its stable composite parts of reason,
passion and desire, yet inconsistent in its representation. Individual differences and
environmental vanations, especially upheavals, result in a change of relative power
between the three parts of human nature, thus giving an unfixed image of it. What
Thucydides describes is not the normal international relations or domestic society,
but the human nature 1n an extreme condition, that 1s, passion is out of reason’s
control and allies with desire to dominate the behavior of city-states and citizens.

Thucydides does not emphasize the role of “power” 1n the origin of war.
What he focuses on 1s the interplay of three elements: environment, motive and
mnevitability. The end of the Persian War left Athens to three strong motives of “fear,
honor and benefit” and haunted by the mevitable ambitions to extend 1ts force and
build up an empire, which mevitably led Sparta, also under the dominating motive
of fear, to launch a war against the increasingly growing neighbor. Considering the
above study of Thucydides’ view of human nature, we could make the conclusion
that 1n his writing the city-states, Athens and Sparta included, were all at the hand
of rampant passion and desire, losing their reason and led mainly by the sense
of fear, honor or benefit. What’s more, Thucydides does not intend to find the
“cause” of wars 1n the modern sense and the ways to “prevent” them, but tries to
enable people to “foresee” the future by recording “from where” such a great war
began

Thucydides ts nerther “immoralist” nor “amoralist” 1n the 1ssue of international
Justice. Rather he sticks to traditional ethics, arguing that city-states, powerful
states 1n particular, should abide by the virtue of moderation and respect always the
norms, conventions and divine laws which help to maintain the community. In this
wise, justice could still be realized among states, even n such extreme condition
as wars. Otherwise, 1f a city-state lapses mnto violence and msolence, disregarding
traditional principles and behaving as a tyranny to other states, not only will the
Justice collapse, but also the city-state itself

In the third part ( Chapter V and Conclusion ), the author sums up possible

suggestions IR students could obtain from the 1deas of Thucydides. Discussions are
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also made over how IR theorists should read classics and how Chinese IR scholars
could apply Chmese classical thoughts. The author holds the view that through the
understanding of Thucydides, particularly through observing where he is different
from modern thinkers, IR scholars might be enlightened to re-think such topics
as the nature of state, state policy, international anarchy, methodology, etc. The
balances between observing similarities and differences, emphasizing dictions
and contents, as well as the objectives of being professional and universal 1s
indispensable to the reading of classics. And Chinese IR students need to find the
unique characteristics of Chinese classical thoughts on the basis of comparison, so

as to grasp the force behind IR theoretical revolutions.
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