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1. Two Sons

Once there were two men. Each of them had a son.
One of the men, Mr White, was very strict with his son,?!
and his friend, Mr Brown, always said to him, “Why. are
you so strict? I am not so strict, but my son is as good as
yours. 2 g Y P

One day both men went to see some friends. Their
sons were there, too. They were playing in the garden.3
Soon the two men began to talk about their sons, and again
Mr Brown said, “I can’t still understand why you are so
strict with your son.4”

Mr White looked out of the window and called his son
in.% He wrote a note and gave it to him, and said, “Tom,
take this note home and bring me an answer from your

]

mother.” “Very well, Father,” said his son and went out.

As soon as the boy left the room, ¢ his father began to
say: “Tom is opening the door. He is going out. He is going
round the corner of the street. He is passing the cinema now.
He is going along our street. He is walking up to the house.
He is at the door. Heis ringing the bell. Heis getting into
the house. He is standing before his mother. He is giving
the note to her. She is reading the note. She is writing her
answer. He is getting the answer. He is on his way

here.? He'is crossing the street. He is at the door of the

1



house. ‘He is ringing the bell. He is here now.” Then, he

looked towards the door, and called, “Tom.”
“Here I am,8 Father,” answered Tom.
“Did you go home and get what I wanted??”
“Yes, I did. Here is mother’s answer.”’.
“Good, my boy. Thank you. You may go to your friend

”

now.

Mr Brown said then, “My son can also do this.”” So
he wrote a note, called his son in, and told him to take the
note to his mother and bring him an answer.

“Hurry up,19 Bill. I need Mother’s answer.”

“Yes,” said the boy, “I understand.”

And he went out. His father began to speak just like
Mr White.

“Billis at the door. He is going out. He is walking down
the street.1® He is crossing the street. He is turning to the
right. He is at the gate of the park now. He is passing the
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museum. He is near our house. He is giving the note
to his mother. He is getting her answer. He is in the
street. He is turning to the left. He is at the gate of the
park. He is walking up the street. He is walking up to the
house. He is at the door. He is here now.”” Then, Mr Brown
looked towards the door and called, “Bill.”

“Yes, Father,” answered Bill.

“Give me the answer from Mother.”
‘my cap.” Both men looked at each other, but did not say
a word.

“Lackais I will go in a minute,12 Father. I can’t find
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2. Living Near the North Pole’

Near the North Pole there are two seasons: winter and
summer. The winter nights2 are long. For3 more than two
months, you can’t see the sun, even at noon. The summer
days are long. For more than two months, the sun never
sets, and there is no night.

The temperature is very low near the North Pole.
Even in summer the temperature? is below 0.5 Trees
cannot grow under such cold weather. So people there®
have to build their houses with animal skins, earth, stone,
or snow. When they go out hunting they live in tents of
animal skin. When they move, they take their tents with
them. When they are out in a storm and cannot get back
home, they build houses of snow.? Don’t think that these
houses of snow must be very cold.® In fact, they are warm
and safe. They leave these snow houses when the storm is




~ over.

The life near the North Pole is very interesting.
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3. At the Zoo

“Teacher,” asks Zhang Ming, “must we study at school
today?”’

“No. You don’t have to,1” says the teacher. “Today
we are going to the zoo.” |

“To the zoo!” say all the boys and girls in the class.
“Shall we go now?”

“Yes,” says the teacher. “You may go with me. You
may see the animals and have lunch there. We must go now.
The bus is here.”

The day is not hot or cold. It is a beautiful spring day.
The students and their teacher get on2 the bus. It is nice
and big.

“May we sing?”’ asks Li Ping.

“Not now,” says the teacher. “I want to talk to you
about animals. Today we can see many kinds of animals.
We can see fish, birds, elephants, monkeys, horses,
crocodiles, and others. We can learn a lot.”

In twenty-five or thirty minutes3 the bus comes to the
zoo. “Here we are,4” says the teacher. They all get off the
bus.

In the zoo they see many interesting and beautiful
animals.

“May we give things to the animals?”’ asks Liu Lin.
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