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Legacy of Shang Dynasty

Cultural Relic Highlights from Dayangzhou, Xin'gan County, Jiangxi Province
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Foreword

In 1989 more than 1300 pieces of historical relics had been unearthed in a Shang Dynasty mausoleum
in Dayangzhou, Xin'gan County, Jiangxi Province, which are mainly inclusive of bronze, jade and
pottery. The 475 delicately-founded bronzes are typical representatives of the southern Chinese bronze.
Some large wares are assembled with caste parts., showing excellent casting technique. The historical
relics also include the 754 pieces of jade and 139 pieces of pottery. There are jade scepter, ornaments
and 20% potteries are glazed or proto-porcelain.

Highlight of the Dayangzhou mausoleum is the bronze, because this is the largest Shang-dynasty
bronze site among all the sites discovered so far in China. It is a key breakthrough after Ruins of Yin
(Yinxu, Henan province) and Sanxingdui (Sichuan province). The Shang Dynasty site in Wucheng,
Zhangshu city had already altered the so-called “southern barbarian land™ mindset. And this site namely
Dayangzhou 20 kilometers away from Wucheng further overthrew contemporary understanding about
southern China in ancient times and at the same time raised questions to rethink and recognize Shang
Dynasty. This site is recognized as one of the top ten archaeological findings during the late 1980s and

listed as one of the 100 archaeological findings of the 20th century.
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