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Introduction

T'ien Lung Shan Grottoes is located 40 kilometers southwest of Taiyuan,
capital of Shanxi Province. There are 21 main caves housing 242 statues.
Although smaller in size than Yunkang, Lungmen and Dunhuang Grottoes,
they are really the best arts of the Wei, Ch'l, Sui and Tang dynasties and
as perfect as the above—mentioned grottoes. It is just because of the
beautiful art of the statues that in the 1920s T'ien Lung Shan Grottoes
suffered a terrible robbery and nearly 200 statues were stolen. These lost
treasures were later collected by some famous overseas museums and
connoisseurs. This book is the first of its kind in China that deals with the
lost statues of T'ien Lung Shan Grottoes. On the one hand, the book gives
a general idea about the influence of foreign styles on T'ien Lung Shan
Grottoes and on the shaping of its own style, and on the other hand, sorts
out almost all the information published in the last hundred years both in
China and abroad. The book also shows the reader exquisite pictures of
original statues and those overseas collections. With on—the—spot investi—
gation and archaeological reports, the book makes further research into the
original locations of the statues and tells the true from the false. Excellent
in both pictures and language and rich in detailed information, this book
provides the necessary first hand reference for researchers and fans of the
arts of T'ien Lung Shan Grottoes alike.
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