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ABSTRACT

This book uses the angle of Western cultural influence to examine
the basic process of development and change in the city of Nanjing during
the modern era. The study begins with the features of Nanjing in ancient
times and employs the methods of history, sociology, statistics, psycholo-
gy and architecture to explain the process of modemization in Nanjing.

This essay consists of six parts:

The first chapter traces the evolution of Nanjing’s design. A sum-
mary of traditional concepts of city planning in China reveals the Limita-
tions on development and shows how designing a plan for modern Nanjing
became necessary. The chapter then analyses the Capital Plan, with all
its merits and deficiencies, as the guiding document of Nanjing’s devel-
opment, and traces the many changes generated in the form of the city.

The second chapter shows the process of change in ideas about urban
governance, and their realization. Theories and modes of management in
the West and in China are compared to elaborate the necessity of planning
urban management. The importance of systematic guidance becomes clear
through a detailed description of the establishment of a mode of gover-
nance in Nanjing.

The third chapter discusses the development of the city of Nanjing
from an architectural point of view. Comparing Westem and Chinese ar-
chitectural theories and traditions, a considerable difference emerges. The
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designers of modem Nanjing combined ideas from both sources to add to a
varied and colorful urban landscape.

The fourth chapter examines the creation of Nanjing’s infrastructure
from the angle of municipal administration. The development of Nanjing’s
system of municipal administration is traced through a narration of the
changes in the management of water, electricity, roads, communications,
pollution etc. , from ancient times to the present. '

The fifth chapter describes the changing character of commerce in
Nanjing. The role of commerce in city’ s transformation is analyzed after a
discussion of the course of development of modemn business in Nanjing.

The sixth chapter uses customs and fashions to examine changes in
social trends in Nanjing. A comparison to the features of Nanjing society
in ancient times brings out the numerous changes in the modem city. This
picture, when laid against the broad background of modem Chinese soci-
ety, shows the critical role of social trends and customs in the modern de-
velopment of Nanjing.

The thesis concludes with a theoretical examination of several prob-

lems in the modernization of the city of Nanjing for modem reference.
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