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Unit 1 1

Expressing Surprise at Meeting
Someone Unexpectedly

Objectives

% This unit is intended to help students
1. understand and use the language for expressing surprise at unexpectedly
meeting someone they know;
2. appreciate the rich variety of expressions used in such situations;
. 3. learn how to speak on a specific topic using these newly-acquired ex-
pressions;
4. focus on monetary units when listening;

;5. improve their listening comprehension in general.

Lead-in

We live in a small world. Wherever we go, it is likely that we will unexpect-
edly meet someone we know. At such moments, we express surprise at suddenly
meeting the person. What do we say in English to express this feeling? Let’s learn

expressions in this unit useful for communicating surprise in unexpected situations.
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Section One Watching , Listening & Speaking

Objectives

1. To have a discussion that elicits expressions of surprise at unexpectedly

meeting someone you know ;

b

To increase the familiarity and use of such expressions;

3. To translate the visual information from the video clip into the appropri-
ate language;

I. To use the audio information in the corresponding exercises;

5. To reinforce productively the language that has been learned.

D Video Episode: What a Surprise Meeting You Herel

I. Before Watching
1. Think & Talk
Think of the following questions and try to answer them.

1) What do you say in English when you unexpectedly run into someone you
know?

2) Are there any differences between native English-speaking cultures and Chi-
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nese culture when expressing surprise at unexpectedly running into someone
you know?
3) How would you act out these differences?

Suggested answers:

1) I can say, “What a surprise meeting you here!” or I can also say, “Fan-
cy meeting you here!”

2) Yes. People hug each other in native English-speaking cultures, whereas
here in China, we shake hands with each other in such situations. One
thing is sure: there is more touching in the former than in the latter.

3) I'd have to try it out to know.

2. Completion
The following sentences can be used to express surprise at unexpectedly
meeting someone you know. Each of them will be spoken twice. As you
listen, complete each sentence with the missing words.

1) What a surprise meeting you here!

2) Fancy meeting you here!

3) Never thought I'd see you here!

4) Where’ve you been hiding yourself?

5) What have you been up to?

6) Certainly didn’t expect I'd run info you here!

7) Certainly had no idea I'd meet you here!

Cultural Tips

FIRNRBERAEISBREANRIN, REEPEIMAEARHBIG £
T AALLL, BREXNREB XN FERRARBHE, AR ENEL
BB EXAMRENRAN? RRATLEX A “HR/EEART XA
AXEBER/MEVE R RARTEFBRERBERAFT S ¥ Cer
tainly didn’t expect / had no idea I'd run into you here!” 2\ 30 A& & 7T, BT 32 4 69 A



4 2N HAEAFLAAENTRBARHFSEH(2)

MR GR FAAd AP AER S P ECRAY R ) £ R, £2MSH
et , B & A 15 2 49 3 4k (function ) #= £ & (notion ) , 4] 4=, “ Where’ve you
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Il. While Watching

i

Useful Language from the thea Epzsode

_ v ‘expere w v #%
. jyr"hlstﬂﬂc town . e
. Youlook great!  AREE R
- mountain bike | L g AT &

You're on. = Absdlutely (1 agree).
'hlde vi. - BR ~
Good for you' . (Did) %ﬁi&‘! .
 NYoube " = You’re on.
giveitatry B

1. Watching & Observing

Read the following incomplete sentences before you watch the video clip.
Then, pay attention to the related scenes during the clip, completing the
Statements appropriately as you watch.

1) It is spring time, and the flowers are

blossoming everywhere.

2) There is a wooden bridge across the little
pond.

3) Michael is reading @ map on the bridge.

4) Shelley is walking her bicycle towards
the bridge.
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5) Shelley and Michael are sitting on a bench talking, each holding a bottle of

water.

6) Michael stands up and points to the restaurant.

2. Watching & Listening for Information
A. Watch the video and then decide whether each of the following statements
is true (T) or false (F).

1) Shelley and Michael happen to run into each other. (T)

2) They haven’t seen each other for a long time. ( T)

3) They are traveling to a historic town on their bikes. (T)

4) Shelley is learning Chinese and about Chinese culture while she’s in China.
(F)

5) Michael is writing a book on Chinese food. (F)

B. Now watch the video again and then complete the following conversation.

Michael: Hi Shelley. What a surprise meeting you here!

Shelley: Fancy meeting you here! What are you doing in this place?
Michael : I'm exploring this historic town on my bike.

Shelley: Cool. You look great!
Michael: You too. I didn’t know you

got a mountain bike.
Shelley: Yeah, I did. So maybe we
could go cycling together.

Michael: You’re on.

Shelley: I haven’t seen you for such a

long time. Where’ve you been
hiding yourself?

Michael: Oh, I’ve been busy. I've been studying Chinese.

Shelley: Have you? Good for you! To learn a foreign language is to learn its
culture.
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Michael; You bet. That’s why I'm here.

Shelley . It’s lunch time. How about trying out some local food for lunch?

Michael : That’s what I was going to suggest. How about that restaurant by
the river?

Shelley : Sure, let’s give it a try.

C. After you watch the video a third time , complete the following third-per-
son account of the conversation.

Shelley and Michael happen to run into each other on a bridge in a histor-
ic town. Both of them express surprise at unexpectedly meeting up with each
other. At that moment, they are exploring the historic town on their bicycles.
Actually, Shelley and Michael have not seen each other for a long time. Mi-
chael has been keeping busy learning Chinese, a foreign language for him.
Both of them are very much interested in Chinese culture, and, of course,
Chinese food.

3. Watching & Speaking

1) Watch the video again, with a 2) Watch the video once more, with
female student doing Shelley’s a male student doing Michael’s
voice. voice.
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3) Watch the video one last time, with a male student and a female student
doing both of the voices for the whole conversation.

1l. After Watching
1. Familiarize yourself with these other expressions similar to those in the
video clip just watched. Then try to use them in dramatized situations
in which you unexpectedly happen to meet up with people you know.
— What are you doing in this part of town?
— Been keeping busy?
— How neat! ( = How cool!)
— Shouldn’t you be in school?
~ — Shouldn’t you be at work?

Suggested dialogue :

A: Hey, what a surprise meeting you here, Shelley!

B: Hi, Michael. Yeah, fancy meeting you here, too! What are you doing
in this part of the country?

A: I'm attending an internal conference. And what are ybu doing here?

B. Well, I am touring the town.



