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Unit 1 The Scientist

ext A The Lost Years of a Nobel Laureate
Text B Oxford and Cambridge

Overview

In this unit we present portraits of two scientists, John Nash and Stephen Hawking.
Both have made outstanding contributions in their fields. Both have also suffered
from major illnesses. In the case of John Nash the illness was mental, inevitably
bringing to mind the ancient saying that there is no great genius without some
touch of madness. Before his illness overwhelmed him, Nash was able to accom-
plish groundbreaking work in mathematics that was to win him a Nobel prize. In
the case of Stephen Hawking the handicap was physical, eventually resulting in
almost total paralysis. Despite this, however, he continued with his work and has
become one of the world’s leading astrophysicists. The portraits provide us with
revealing insights into the worlds of the two great scientists.




Part | Suggested Teaching Plan

Objectives

Students will be able to:

1. grasp the main idea and structure of the text;

2. appreciate the use of flashbacks as well as subheadings to indicate the chronological order in
narration;

3. master the key language points and grammatical structures in the text;

4. express themselves more freely on the theme of The Scientists after doing a series of theme-
related reading, listening, speaking and writing activities;

5. write an essay of about 200-250 words paying special attention to the cause-and-effect

relationships.

Time Allotment

| 1st period 2nd period | 3rd period | 4th period | 5th period |
Step 1 Step 3 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5
Warming up Language / culture | Language / culture| Check on Further study and
Step 2 study and practice | study and practice | homework | practice: do
Global analysis ‘ ‘ comprehensive
of Text A language practice

L8 J

.23. Unit1 The Scientist



Teaching Steps

Step 1: Warming Up

1. T asks Ss the following questions on the recording:
— What are the mysteries the speaker talks about in John Nash’s case? (two mysteries of the
human mind — genius and madness)
— According to the speaker, what kind of ability does John Nash have when he is faced with
a mathematical problem? (Not very long after he started thinking about a problem, he would
have just a very clear vision of where the solution lay, though it might take a year or two to get
there.)
2. Discussion: “Eccentric” Scientists
Ss divide into groups to talk about some anecdotes they have heard about scientists that can
well illustrate their deviation from “normality”.
1) In groups Ss sum up some common “eccentricities” of scientists.
2) Several groups report to class.
3) T leads in to Text A by saying: Not only did John Nash possess some of the eccentricities
you have mentioned, but he was also repeatedly hospitalized for mental disorder. Thanks
to a loving and tolerant community, he was able to recover and reap honors and recognition.

Step 2: Global Analysis of Text A

1. T asks Ss to read aloud the 5 subheadings in the text in succession. Then they will realize that
the life story of John Nash is told in chronological order.

2. Ss discuss why the introduction part (Part I) isn’t arranged in chronological order (Text
Analysis Exercise 4).

3. T asks Ss the following questions: Do you think the title of the text the best possible title? Why
or why not? Can you offer alternative titles? (One possible answer: The text is about Nash’s
life so far, not just his lost years.)

Step 3: Language / Culture Study and Practice

1. Explain language points and have Ss practice them.

2. In the meantime ask Ss to do part of the Vocabulary Exercises, the text-related and the theme-
related Cloze Exercises.

3. Call Ss’ attention to the Usage Exercise.

Step 4: Check on Homework

1. Check if Ss have done in their spare time the rest of the exercises on Text A and discuss with
them common errors that crop up.
2. Check on Ss’ home reading (Text B).

Step 5: Further Study and Practice

1. Have Ss do in class Part IV: Comprehensive Language Practice.
2. Ask Ss to prepare for the next unit:

1) do the theme-related Listening Task;

2) preview Text A.

Unit 1 The Scientist . 2D .



