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Prologue

While May breeze was bringing out lush blossoms in the air of this University’s campus
yard,the warm spring of last year witnessed the opening of Soochow University Museum. Almost
exactly one year later,the Museum has put together this volume,The Pick of the Historic
Relics of Soochow University Museum,for publication. Holding this valuable collection in
hand,1 feel as if | were breaking up the time bonds and stepping back into the flowing river
of human history.Between these pages,one rediscovers the greatness of Wu Culture, admires
the ancient and modern art in embroidery, silk-making and paper articles,and enjoys the
beauty of various metal ,wooden and stone pieces that both please the eye and stir the heart.

If an individual person cannot but live with a memory of his experiences,a community
cannot but stand with a collective awareness of its culture. As a place where a community’s
cultural memories are kept, the museum undertakes a historic mission to carry down the
excellence of a cultural tradition and upgrade people’s cultural taste. Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow ,an American poet, once wrote: “Art is long, and time is fleeting.”Reading this
volume, we find ourselves embarking on a journey that takes us back to different erstwhile
times and spaces. Here we compare the relics, ponder over their history and marvel at their
beauty. While we look at them one by one, one feels we gain in wisdom, inspiration and more
importantly ,a purified soul, a remolded temperament and a sublimated spirit.

Soochow University Museum was founded on May 10,2010. At the time,it presented over
a thousand exhibits,some of which were University relics from the centennial celebrations
while others were donated by friends and faculty members. Modest as it may seem,this
Museum has by now received more than 30,000 visitors in hundreds of groups,domestic and
international. Many a distinguished guest left the Museum with very fond memories and
numerous compliments. This year, to celebrate its 111th anniversary,the University has picked
out some 255 pieces from its current inventory. Pictures have been made of these works, be
they calligraphy ,artistic ceramics and porcelain,or stones,bronze and jade, and captions are
provided to enable them to speak to all who come to see them.

We genuinely appreciate the great efforts and generous donations that the University
faculty ,alumni,scholars , artists and friends both at home and abroad have made to the founding
of this Museum. It is my sincere hope that the publication of this book will stand as further
proof of the positive and effective efforts that we are making in protecting our historic relics,in
promoting arts and social sciences,and in helping develop our culture through opening up to
the outside world. I also hope that this book will help inspire in you a greater devotion to and a
more dedicated love for human mankind, life and, perhaps, spirituality.

Wang Zhuo-jun

Chairman , Managing Committee of
Soochow University Museum

April 2011 ,at Clock Tower Mansion,
Soochow University
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The Northern Wei Dynasty
The Northern Wei Dynasty
The Northern Wei Dynasty
The Northern Wei Dynasty

The Northern Wei Dynasty «

The Northern Wei Dynasty
Northern Dynasty

Sui Dynasty

Sut Dynasty -

Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty

Tang Dynasty

Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty

Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty

Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty

Tang Dynasty *
Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty «
Tang Dynasty «

Tang Dynasty
Tang Dynasty

‘184:

135
136
137

141

142
143
144

145
146
147
148

149
150
351

152
153
154
155

156

157

158
159
160
161

162
163

164

165

166
167
168
169
170
171

vl



32
33
34
35
36
37

. Pottery Handmaiden

. Pottery Chicken

. Porcelain Figurine( I )
. Porcelain Figurine (Il )
. Porcelain Figurine (1l )
. Porcelain Figurine(IV)

Bronzeware

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

20.
21.
22
23;
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

. Bronze Lance

. Bronze Tripod with a Design of Curling Dragons
. Silver-bronze Alloy Pin

. Bronze Bell

Bronze Dagger-Axe( I )

. Bronze Dagger-Axe( Il )

. Bronze Dagger-Axe (Il )

. Bronze Tripod

. Bronze Mirror with a Design of Four Dragons
10.
11
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19,

Bronze Container

Bronze Washing Pot

Bronze Kettle

Bronze Sword

Bronze Cross-bow

Big Bronze Bell

Bronze Mirror with Regular Designs
Bronze Mirror with Figure Patterns

Bronze Mirror with a Design of Double Birds

Bronze Mirror with a Design of Lotus

Bronze Mirror

Bronze Seal of “Ying Hu"
Mirror with a Design of Sea Beast and Grapes

Bronze Mirror Made by Shi Family from Hu Zhou

Bronze Seal of “Alcohol Bureau of Guangwu County”

Bronze Censer from Emperor Xuande’s Reign( [ )
Bronze Censer from Emperor Xuande’s Reign( Il )

Bronze Censer from Emperor Xuande’s Reign (1l )

The
The
The
The
The
The

Tang Dynasty “172°
Tang Dynasty <173~

Song Dynasty 174
Song Dynasty <175
Song Dynasty <176
Song Dynasty “177"

Zhou Dynasty <181
Warring States ©182
Warring States <183
Warring States <184
Warring States <185
Warring States <186
Warring States <187

The Western Han Dynasty <188
The Western Han Dynasty <189

The Eastern Han Dynasty
The Six Dynasties

Han Dynasty <190
Han Dynasty 191
Han Dynasty <192
Han Dynasty <193
Han Dynasty <194
Han Dynasty ©195
Han Dynasty

Bronze Mirror of Double Happiness and Five Blessings Symbols Made in Hu Zhou

Song Dynasty <199+
Song Dynasty <200

Song Dynasty <201
Song Dynasty «202>
Song Dynasty <203
Song Dynasty <204
Ming Dynasty <205
Qing Dynasty <206
Qing Dynasty “207
Qing Dynasty <208
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29. Broadsword( [ )
30. Broadsword (Il )

Jadeware

1. Jade Pendant

. Jade Ornaments of Crown

[SS I S

. Grain-patterned Jade Ornament
. Jade Ornament

. Jade Ornament

4
S

6. Jade Ornament
7. Jade Horse

8. Jade Egret and Lotus

9. Jade Sculpture of Dragon

10. Jade Plate

11. Carp-through-Dragon-Gate Jade Ornament
12. Jade Cup with Annular Handle

13. Jade Figurine of God of Longevity

14. Jade Symbol of Luck
Coin

1. Cloth Currency of An Yi
2. Bronze Knife-shaped Money
3. “Yuan” Character Coin

4. Coin Mould of “Da Quan Fifty”

5. Coin of Emperor Daguan’s Reign Song Dynasty <233+
6. Coin of Emperor Hongwu’s Reign Ming Dynasty «334»
7. Bronze Coin of The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Qing Dynasty <235
Sundries

1. Bone Bead Shang Dynasty

2. Bone Hairpin Shang Dynasty «

3. Ceramic Rope-worn Design Well-Crib Han Dynasty

4. Bronze Statue of Buddha( [ ) Northern Dynasty

5. Bronze Statue of Buddha( Il ) Northern Dynasty

6. Bronze Statue of Buddha( Il ) Northern Dynasty «

7. Gilded Bronze Statue of Buddha Northern Dynasty

8. Buddha Stone Statue from the Second Year of Kai Huang Period Sui Dynasty

Qing Dynasty
Qing Dynasty

Shang Dynasty
Shang Dynasty
The Warring States
Han Dynasty
Han Dynasty
Han Dynasty
Southern Dynasty
Ming Dynasty
Ming Dynasty
Qing Dynasty
Qing Dynasty

Qing Dynasty

Qing Dynasty «

The Warring States
The Warring States
The Warring States
Wangmang’s New Dynasty

210

213
214
215
216
217

218

219
220

&) |
222
23
Qing Dynasty

229

231

232

239

241

243

245

» 1N



