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Passage 1

ﬁ /AR

Letter from Li Kaifu to His Daughter ( Excerpt I)

College will be the most important years in your life. It is in
college that you will truly discover what learning is about. You
often question “What good is this course”. I encourage you to be
inquisitive, but I also want to tell you: “Education is what you
have left after all that is taught is forgotten. ” What I mean by that
is the materials taught isn’t as important as your gaining the ability
to learn a new subject, and the ability to analyze a new problem.
That is really what learning in college is about — this will be the
period where you go from teacher-taught to master-inspired, after
which you must become self-learner. So do take each subject
seriously, and even if what you learn isn’t critical for your life,
the skills of learning will be something you cherish forever.

Follow your passion in college. Take courses you think you
will enjoy. Don’t be trapped in what others think or say. Steve
Jobs says when you are in college, your passion will create many
dots, and later in your life you will connect them. In his great
speech given at Stanford commencement, he gave the great
example where he took calligraphy, and a decade later, it became
the basis of the beautiful Macintosh fonts, which later ignited
desktop publishing, and brought wonderful tools like Microsoft
Word to our lives. His expedition into calligraphy was a dot, and

the Macintosh became the connecting line. So don’t worry too
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much about what job you will have, and don’t be too utilitarian,
and if you like Japanese or Korean, go for it, even if your dad
thinks “It’s not useful. ” Enjoy picking your dots, and be assured
one day you will find your calling, and connect a beautiful curve
through the dots.

Do your best in classes, but don’t let pressure get to you.
Your mother and I have no expectations for your grades. If you
graduate and learn something in your four years, we would feel
happy. Your Columbia degree will take you far, even if you don’t
graduate with honors. So please don’t give yourself pressure.
During your last few months in high school, you were so happy
because there was little pressure and college applications are
finished. But in the past few weeks, we saw you are beginning to
worry. Please don’t be worried. The only thing that matters is that
you learned. The only metric you should use is that you tried.
Grades are just silly letters that give the vain people something to
brag, and the lazy people something to fear. You are too good to
be either.

2RI SLNLGHE(F L)

XKFERRBGALRES A, EXRFEROMAIERFT
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FHFE 2R AABRER BT AWK SRS AT
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4 N KRFLEEERERE

Bzt y.

AERXFRHREEM O TR, RIGALBGRE L2
KTAAEZHBELR. £FX - FAHMG2HL, AXF
P2hetir el R 35 AGMEH AR PRI & S
FRAL, AeFLOMEREL BARHP LT AR
B F EXFESTAMELALGH LR, 10 £E,
iX AR T ¥ & Macintosh &% F &0y & 2, % B 5 Macintosh A
BAFHFRE, AR L& R ok F ke A AR (Hlde
BB LHE)IARMNGLEE, o PEHREHA - E, R
¥ % Macintosh 42 3 M EBELE R T — 4%, IRAREXRECH
RAGBHA 2SI, LREKEHEF, BiothE sk 85
BEHE REFCRAEEOEEAIREH LA, ANt
g st  EhEH - KGRI ATHALEG REEER
kB —FETMAWE,

EHRLERN ERELATRKEESH, hBERXEL
B LR AR, RERERAA R EF L4 S 253
BAE, BMNKSREH LT, FFRREL R A KFHR R
G R FHILEF AL LT RAFRE, HAANLETE
S ERBFPAFTHRENUANAA, BARHLEK DN, KF Pk
BT G FRAC 2R EREGUAZ], RIFRITHE
KAk, FHHEC, REEZYRAEFTL R—NHSHAER
W% Srid, MRt R R R B R AR Aok ok fo i 69 A BT AR
HAHHFRE, MIRERERLREW,

#-W SmisL

1998 4E , 2= & i B2 KA W), Bl S B T Uk o E B
SEBE (IEE BB FEBE ) - 2005 45 7 A 20 H A Google ( #
) A, T Google( B 2KA| BB FPEHX 28—,
20099 A4 H, EAERHQMIFH T, FEFEKFEE



Part I Inspirational Essays ( & 215 ) 5

PATH . RBFERLIJLBBHE LI K% R B A BT —
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inquisitive /m'kwizativ/ a.

inspire /1n'spara/ vi.
critical /'kritikal/ a.

passion /'pz[an/ n.
trap /trep/ vt.
n.
dot /doV/ n.
calligraphy /ka'ligrafi/ n.
Macintosh /'makintof/ n.

font /font/ n.
ignite /1g'nart/ vr.
vi.

expedition /,ekspr'difan/ n.
utilitarian /jutili'tesrion/ a.

assure /9'[ua/ .
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metric /'metnik/ n.
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vain /vemn/ a. FERA T, L
brag /breg/ v. A%,k
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1. Education is what you have left after all that is taught is
forgotten.

2. Even if what you learn isn’t critical for your life, the skills of
learning will be something you cherish forever.

3. Grades are just silly letters that give the vain people something
to brag, and the lazy people something to fear. You are too
good to be either.

Passage 2

&1 =23 L3
Letter from Li Kaifu to His Daughter ( Excerpt II)

Most importantly, make friends and be happy. College
friends are often the best in life, because during college you are
closer to them physically than to your family. Also, going through
independence and adulthood is a natural bonding experience. Pick
a few friends and become really close to them — pick the ones

who are genuine and sincere to you. Don’t worry about their



Part [ Inspirational Essays (&.& 245) 7

hobbies, grades, looks, or even personalities. You have
developed some real friendships in high school in your last two
years, so trust your instinct, and make new friends. You are a
genuine and sincere person — anyone would enjoy being your
friend, so be confident, outgoing, and proactive. If you think you
like someone, tell her. You have very little to lose. Give people
the benefit of the doubt; don’t stereotype and be forgiving. People
are not perfect, so as long as they are genuine and sincere, trust
them and be good to them. They will give back. This is my secret
of success — that I am genuine with people and trust them ( unless
they do something to lose my trust).

Do keep your high school friends, and stay connected to
them, but do not use them as substitutes for college friendship,
and do not spend too much time with them, because that would
eat into your time to make new friends.

Life is too short to live the life others do or others want you.
Being in control feels great. Try it, and you'll love it!

College is the four years where you have;

the greatest amount of free time;
the first chance to be independent;;
the most flexibility to change;

the lowest risk for making mistakes.

So please treasure your college years — make the best of
your free time, become an independent thinker in control of your
destiny, evolve yourself into a bi-cultural talent, be bold to
experiment, learn and grow through your successes and

challenges.
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I

physically /'fizikali/ ad. HhRE; LR HmELE

bonding /'bondiy/ a. RN T 1y

genuine /'dzenjuin/ a. ARe,ACH

instinct /'mstipkt/ n. Ak, A3

proactive /prou'®ktiv/ a. EX Lo

stereotype /'steriautarp/ v. (5 ) HREZ AR

n. &, BREX

substitute /'sabstitjuit/ n. RA S REE

flexibility / fleksa'bilaty/ n. RAENK

destiny /'destmy/ n. ik, H

evolve /1'vplv/ v. (B s, ()L, () A
R

bi-cultural /bar'’kaltfaral/ a. WL

bold /bauld/ a. By, RAew, £ F e (9
R) Bkt
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1. If you think you like someone, tell her. You have very little to
lose.

2. People are not perfect, so as long as they are genuine and
sincere, trust them and be good to them. They will give back.



