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BUMEFIAKY (EPC)
& Article 82-Unity of invention

The European patent application shall relate to one invention only or to a group of

inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

#*Rule 43-Form and content of claims

(1) (&)

(2) Without prejudice to Article 82, a European patent application may contain
more than one independent claim in the same category (product, process, appa-
ratus or use) only if the subject-matter of the application involves one of the
following:

(a) a plurality of inter-related products;
(b)different uses of a product or apparatus;
(c) alternative solutions to a particular problem, where it is inappropriate to

cover these alternatives by a single claim.

# Rule 44-Unity of invention
(1)Where a group of inventions is claimed in a European patent application, the
requirement of unity of invention under Article 82 shall be fulfilled only when
there is a technical relationship among those inventions involving one or more
of the same or corresponding special technical features. The expression “special
technical features” shall mean those features which define a contribution which
each of the claimed inventions considered as a whole makes over the prior art.
(2) The determination whether a group of inventions is so linked as to form a single
general inventive concept shall be made without regard to whether the inven-
tions are claimed in separate claims or as alternatives within a single claim.
# Rule 64-European search report where the invention lacks unity
(1)If the European Patent Office considers that the European patent application
does not comply with the requirement of unity of invention, it shall draw up a
partial search report on those parts of the application which relate to the inven-

tion, or the group of inventions within the meaning of Article 82, first mentioned
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in the claims. It shall inform the applicant that, for the European search report to
cover the other inventions, a further search fee must be paid, in respect of each
invention involved, within a period of two months. The European search report
shall be drawn up for the parts of the application relating to inventions in respect
of which search fees have been paid.

(2) Any fee paid under paragraph 1 shall be refunded if, during the examination of
the European patent application, the applicant requests a refund and the Exam-

ining Division finds that the communication under paragraph 1 was not justified.

6. EEHAEMGH (SPLT) B
# Article 6-Unity of Invention

The claims in the application shall relate to one invention only, or to a group of in-

ventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept [, as prescribed in

the Regulations].
# Rule 6-Details Concerning the Requirement of Unity of Invention Under

Article 6

(1)[Circumstances in Which the Requirement of Unity of Invention Is to Be Con-
sidered Fulfilled] Where a group of inventions is claimed, the requirement of
unity of invention shall be fulfilled only when there is a [technical] relationship
among those inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding
special [technical] features that define a contribution which each of those inven-
tions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art.

(2)[Determination of Unity of Invention Not Affected by Manner of Claiming] The
determination whether a group of inventions is so linked as to form a single
general inventive concept shall be made without regard to whether each of the
inventions is claimed in a separate claim or as an alternative within a single

claim.

7. BERE1EGK (PCT)
# Article 34-Procedure before the International Preliminary Examining
Authority
(D~(2) (Hg) -

(3)(a) If the International Preliminary Examining Authority considers that the in-
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ternational application does not comply with the requirement of unity of in-
vention as set forth in the Regulations, it may invite the applicant, at his op-
tion, to restrict the claims so as to comply with the requirement or to pay ad-
ditional fees.

(b) The national law of any elected State may provide that, where the applicant
chooses to restrict the claims under subparagraph (a), those parts of the
international application which, as a consequence of the restriction, are not to
be the subject of international preliminary examination shall, as far as effects
in that State are concerned, be considered withdrawn unless a special fee is
paid by the applicant to the national Office of that State.

(c) If the applicant does not comply with the invitation referred to in subpara-
graph (a) within the prescribed time limit, the International Preliminary Ex-
amining Authority shall establish an international preliminary examination
report on those parts of the international application which relate to what
appears to be the main invention and shall indicate the relevant facts in the
said report. The national law of any elected State may provide that, where its
national Office finds the invitation of the International Preliminary Examin-
ing Authority justified, those parts of the international application which do
not relate to the main-invention shall, as far as effects in that State are con-
cerned, be considered withdrawn unless a special fee is paid by the applicant
to that Office.

# Rule 68-Lack of Unity of Invention (International Preliminary Examination)
68.1 No Invitation to Restrict or Pay
Where the International Preliminary Examining Authority finds that the require-
ment of unity of invention is not complied with and chooses not to invite the appli-
cant to restrict the claims or to pay additional fees, it shall proceed with the inter-
national preliminary examination, subject to Article 34(4)(b) and Rule 66.1(e), in
respect of the entire international application, but shall indicate, in any written
opinion and in the international preliminary examination report, that it considers
that the requirement of unity of invention is not fulfilled and it shall specify the

reasons therefor.



