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COLORED PAINTINGS mmmmmmmy,
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Colored paintings were usually drawn on the columns and beams, bars and blocks at
crucial parts of palaces and other buildings, constituting an outstanding feature of tradi-
tional Chinese architecture. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom carried on this fine tradition
and left us a large number of beautiful paintings of this unique style.

Most of the existing Taiping colored paintings were found in the palaces of Prince
zhong Li Xiucheng in Suzhou and Prince sh7 Li Shixian in Jinhua. The current collection
contains one hundred and fifty — six such paintings, one hundred and twenty —nine of
which are taken from the palace of Prince zhong Li Xiucheng in Suzhou, two from the lo-
cal Taiping government building in Yixin, twenty— five from the palace of Prince shi Li
Shixian in Jinhua.

Whereas traditional Chinese colored paintings were usually devoted to stories of
characterization of legendary personages, the Taiping artists focused on the painting of
flowers, birds, insects, fishes, landscape, animals and on propitious pattern designs.

The absence of human images is its distinguished feature.
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Two Ball—Playing Lions (with a close—up)

Size: 120cm X 193cm. It was found painted on a
wooden cross —bar between two pillars in the cen-
ter of the fourth row of rooms of Prince zhong’s

palace in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.
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Two Ball—Playing Lions

Size: 124cm X 252cm. It was found painted on a
supportive wooden beam first from south in the
center of the main hall of the palace of Prince

zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.
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Bees and Monkeys

Size: 49cm X 153cm. It was found painted on a
wooden cross — bar in the western quarter of the
portico of the main hall of the palace of Prince

zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.

wEAE
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TLARAE BN 78 £ AT R SR L A (),

Squirrels and Grapes

Size: 32cm X 212cm. It was found painted on a
supportive wooden beam second from the north in
the eastern quarter of the Hall of Rites of the
zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu

palace of Prince

Province.
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Two Tigers under the Pine beside a Brook (with a
close—up)

Size: 47cm X 223cm. It was found painted on a
cross —bar in the eastern quarter of the main hall
of the palace of Prince zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu

Province.
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Cypress and Deer in Spring (with a close—up)

Size: 48cm X 240cm. It is found painted on a
cross —bar in the eastern quarter of the main hall
of the palace of Prince zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu

Province.
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Two Eagles and Three Gibbons (with a close—up)

Size: 47cm X 262cm. It was found painted on a
wooden cross — bar in the eastern quarter of the
main hall of the palace of Prince zhong in Suzhou,

Jiangsu Province.
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Flowers, Rocks and the Unicorn
Size; 48cm X 233cm. It was
found painted on a cross — bar in
the western quarter of the main
hall of the palace of Prince zhong

in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.
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Phoenix and Peonies

Size;: 47cm X 244cm. It was
found painted on a cross — bar in
the eastern quarter of the main
hall of the palace of Prince zhong

in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.
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Phoenix and Peonies

Size: 48cm and 235cm. It was
found painted on a cross — bar in
the western quarter of the main
hall of the palace of Prince zhong

in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.
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Plantains, Rocks and Two Roosters (with a close
—up)

Size: 46cm X 226cm. It was found painted on a
cross —bar in the western quarter of the main hall

of the palace of Prince zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu

Province.
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Pine, Bamboo and Peacock
Size: 46cm X 320cm. It was found painted on a
cross — bar in the center of the main hall of the

palace of Prince =zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu

Province.

NBB#
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Emblem of Long Life

Size; 48cm X 15lcm. It was found painted on a
wooden cross — bar in the eastern quarter of the
portico of the main hall of the palace of Prince

zhong in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.
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The Goshawk Catching a Sparrow (with a close —
up)

Size: 46cm X 212cm. It was found painted on a
wooden cross — bar in the western quarter of the
main hall of the palace of Prince zhong in Suzhou,

Jiangsu Province.
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A Pair of Doves and Cockscombs (with a close —
up)

Size: 5lcm X 213cm. It was found painted on a
wooden cross — bar in the eastern quarter of the
Hall of Rites of the palace of Prince zhong in

Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.
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