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Unit One

Part One Text

The Blanket
Floyd Dell

I was a fine September night. A thin white moon rose over the

valley. Peter, eleven years old, did not see the moon. He did not
feel the cool September breeze blow into the kitchen, for his thoughts
were fixed on a red and black blanket on the kitchen table.

The blanket was a gift from his dad to his Granddad...a going away
gift. They said that Granddad was going away. That's what they called it,
“going away. ”

Peter had not really believed his dad would send Granddad away.
But now, there it was, the going-away gift. Dad had bought it that very
morning. And this was the last evening he and his Granddad would have
with each other.

Together the old man and the young boy washed the supper dishes.
Dad had gone out... with that woman he was to marry. He would not be
back for some time.

When the dishes were finished, the old man and the boy went
outside and sat under the moon.

“I'll get my harmonica and play for you,” the old man said. “I'll play
some of the old tunes. ” But instead of the harmonica, he brought out the
blanket. It was a big, double blanket.

“Now, isn't that a fine blanket!” said the old man, smoothing it over
his knees. “And isn’'t your father a kind man to be giving the old man a
blanket like this to go away with? It cost something, it did. Look at the




wool in it! And warm it will be these cold winter nights to come. There will
be no other blanket like it up there.”

As usual, Granddad tried to mention the “going away” plan with
ease and insisted that it was his own idea to do so. Yet, try to imagine,
away from the warm home, away from the relatives and friends, to that
building... that government place where he would be with so many other
old fellows!

“Oh yes, it's a fine blanket. ” Peter said and got up and went into the
house. He wasn't the kind to cry. And besides, he was too old for that.
He had just gone in to get Granddad’s harmonica.

The blanket dropped to the floor as the old man took the harmonica.
It was the last night they would have together. Neither the old man nor the
young boy had to say a word. Granddad played a few notes and then
said, “You'll remember this one. ”

The thin moon was high overhead and the gentle breeze blew down
the valley. The last time, Peter thought. He would never hear Granddad
play again. It was well that Dad was moving to a new house, away from
here. He did not want to sit here outside on fine evenings under a white
moon with Granddad gone.

The music ended. And the two sat for a few minutes in silence.

Then Granddad spoke; “Here is something happier. ”

Peter sat and looked out over the valley. Dad would marry that girl.
Yes, that girl who had kissed him and who had said she would try to be a
good mother to him and all that.

The tune stopped suddenly, and Granddad said: “It's a poor tune,
except to be dancing to. ” And then: “It's a fine girl your father's going to
marry. He will feel young again with a pretty wife like that. And what
would an old fellow like me do around the house... getting in the way... an
old fool with all the talk about backaches and pains. ”

“ And then there will be babies coming. And | don’t want to be around
listening to them cry all hours of the night. No, it's best that | leave. Well,
one more tune or two and then we will get to bed and get some sleep. In
the morning I'll get my new blanket and take my leave. Listen to this. It's
a bit of a sad tune, but a nice one for a night like this. ”

They did not hear the two people coming down the road—dad and
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the pretty girl with a hard bright face like a doll. But they heard her laugh.
And the tune stopped suddenly.

Dad did not say a word, but the girl walked up to Granddad and said
prettily; “Pll not be seeing you in the morning, so | came over to say
goodbye. ”

“It's kind of you,” said Granddad, looking down at the floor. And
then, seeing the blanket at his feet, he bent down to pick it up. “And will
you look at this,” he said, sounding himself like a little boy. “Isn’t this a
fine blanket my son has given me to go away with?”

“Yes,” she said. “It's a fine blanket. ” She felt the wool again and
said, “A fine blanket indeed. ” She turned to dad and said to him coidly,
“Must have cost a pretty penny. ”

Dad cleared his throat. “I... | wanted him to have the best. ”

The girl stood there, still looking at the blanket. “Mmmm... it's a
double one, too.”

“Yes,” the old man said, “It's a double one... a fine blanket for an
old fellow to be going away with. ”

The boy suddenly walked into the house. He could hear the girl, still
talking about the expensive blanket. He heard his dad get angry in his
slow way. And now, she was leaving. As Peter came out, the girl turned 3
and called back, “No matter what you say, he doesn’t need a double
blanket!”

Dad looked at her with a funny look in his eye.

“She is right, Dad,” the boy said. “Granddad doesn’t need a double
blanket. Here, Dad. "—and he held out a pair of scissors—“ Cut it,

Dad. Cut the blanket in two.”

Both of them looked at the boy, surprised. “Cut it in two, | tell you,
Dad. And keep the other half!”

“That’s not a bad idea,” said Granddad, gently, “| don’t need such
a big blanket. ”

“Yes,” the boy said. “A single blanket is enough for an old man
when he’s sent away. We'll save the other half, Dad. It will come in
useful later. ”

“Now what do you mean by that?” asked Dad.

“l mean,” said the boy slowly, “that I'll give it to you, Dad—when




you're old and I'm sending you away. ”

There was a big silence. And then Dad went over to Granddad and
stood before him, not saying a word.

But Granddad understood, for he put out his hand and laid it on
Dad’s shoulder. Peter was watching them. And he heard Granddad
whisper softly: “It's all right, son. | knew you didn’t mean it. 7 And then
Peter cried.

But it did not matter—because all three were crying together.

Notes to the Text

1. Floyd Dell: 35 & {7 - #8/R(1887—1969), Hit: TRERFEHFM,
BAERZMTNEFEIL/E, 1913 EREAN, FRTESE, BEKEH
HHEBIFNE, ESXE-REFRKREFE BT ERAKE
MEROCE#E LA, CEBEIR, EHOCHRILECHEYE, WK
B LEEMBABERENR),

2. getting in the way: P47EiE L, AT 56 BU6R F55 0.

3. ... the pretty girl with a hard bright face like a doll. %] hard B &iq,
R HEENENRBN, S AEZH"

Comprehension Exercises

I. Multiple Choice
1. Which of the following is TRUE according to the story?
A. Two persons, a boy and his Granddad, appeared in the story.
B. Four people appeared in the story. They were Peter, his Granddad,
his father and his mother.
C. Peter was a thirteen-year-old boy.
D. Four people appeared in the story. They were Peter, his Granddad,
his father and his father’s girlfriend.
2. It can be inferred from the story that Peter’s father bought a going-away
gift for Peter’s Granddad because
A. Peter’s Granddad wanted to go away
B. Peter’s father didn’t like Peter's Granddad at all and wanted to send
him away
C. the girl that Peter’s father was going to marry wanted Peter’s Granddad
to go away
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D. they were going away and leaving Peter’s Granddad alone
. The blanket was a double one because ;

A. Peter’s father wanted Peter’s Granddad to have the best
B. it was a going-away gift

C. it was winter at that time

D. Peter's Granddad liked such blankets

. Peter’s Granddad played some music for Peter. He

A. wanted to show how to play a harmonica

B. enjoyed doing so

C. wanted Peter to remember him and his music

D. was glad to move into a new house

. Peter suggested cutting the blanket in two because

A. his Granddad said that he didn’t need such a big blanket
B. the place his Granddad was going to was very warm

C. the woman wanted the other half

D. he wanted to save the other half for his father

. Read the following statements and tell which one of them is True or
False according to the text
. Peter was a thirteen-year-old boy who loved his Granddad very much.

TOOF

. This was the last evening Peter and his Granddad would have with each
other. TOOIF

. When Peter and his Granddad finished washing dishes, they went
outside and sat under the moon. TOOF

. The double blanket, which was bought by Peter, was nice, big and
warm. TOOJF

. The girl kissed Peter and said that she would try to be a good mother to
him, TOOIF

6. Peter held out a knife and wanted to cut the blanket in two. TOOF

. When Peter’s father and Granddad heard Peter’s idea of cutting the
blanket in two, they felt surprised. TOOF

. Topics for Discussion
. Do you happen to know a similar story from China? If so, try to tell it in
English.




2. Peter’s Granddad would be sent to a house for the old, the government
place where he would be with so many other old fellows. Surely, this is
Peter’s father’s girlfriend’s idea to do so. Are you for or against her idea?

Why or why not?

Part Two Fast Reading

Many Moons
Fames Thurber

P s Lenore loved cakes. She once ate so many
rlncess that she became sick and the king's doctor
could do nothing to help her. The king promised his little daughter
anything she wanted, if she would just get well. Lenore said she wanted
the moon: she would get well if she had the moon.

The king called for his most important official, the Lord High
Chamberlain. He was a big fat man who wore thick eyeglasses. The king
asked him to get the moon for the young princess. The king's official took
a long list from his pocket and said. “Your Majesty, | have gotten you
many things. Here is a list of them. ivory, monkeys, peacocks, jewels,
pink elephants, little biue dogs, gold insects, and the feathers of angels.
And | have brought you giants and little men; and women who lived in the
sea; and singers and dancers, and a kilo of butter, a bag of sugar and
twenty four eggs...Oh, I'm sorry, my wife wrote that!”

The king said he did not remember any little blue dogs and did not
want to talk about little blue dogs. He wanted the moon for his daughter,
and he wanted it quickly.

The Lord High Chamberlain said. “| have gotten things from far-off
places like Africa and Asia. But | cannot get the moon. The moon is sixty
thousand kilometers from the earth. It is bigger even than Princess
Lenore’s room. And it is made of hot copper. Nobody can touch it. Little
blue dogs, yes. But the moon? No.”

The king ordered the Lord Chamberlain out of his room and sent for
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his mathematician, a little man, with no hair on his head. He carried
pencils behind his ears. The king said to him: “Don’t tell me all the
problems you have settled for me in the last forty years. | am not
interested in them. | want the moon for Princess Lenore. Now. Get it!”
The mathematician said: “ Thank you, thank you for asking me. On this
paper | have written all the problems | have answered for you in the last
forty years. | have told you how far ‘up’ is and how far ‘down’ is. |
showed you the distance between the letters A and Z, and between day
and night. ”

The king got hot with anger. He said he didn’t want to talk. He
wanted the moon for his daughter. But the mathematician said he could
not get the moon. The moon was five hundred thousand kilometers away.
It was almost as big as the king’s country. It was made of asbestos. And
it was nailed to the sky. Nobody could get it.

The king pushed the mathematician out of the room. He called for his
jester, the only man who made him laugh. The jester came running into
the room. He wore his funny clothes covered with bells. The king said,
“My daughter will stay sick until she gets the moon. All my officials say
that they cannot get it. ” The jester thought for a minute and said; “Well,
they are all wise men, but have different ideas about the moon. Why 7 ﬂ
don’t we ask Princess Lenore what ideas she has about the moon?” & 17

The king agreed and the jester went to Lenore’s room. The little girl ‘
spoke with difficulty. She asked the jester if he brought the moon. He
said he would get it. But first, he wanted to know how big she thought the
moon was. Lenore answered, “it is as big as the nail on my finger. |
know this is so because when | put my small finger in front of the moon,
my fingernail covers it. ”

The jester then asked her how far away she thought the moon was.
She said that it was not as high as the tree near her window. She knew
this because sometimes the moon got caught in the top of the tree. The
jester had one more question. What did she think the moon was made of?
The princess laughed and said that, of course, it was made of gold.

The jester left Lenore and went to see the king’s jeweler. The jeweler
made a round moon of gold, a little smaller than the fingernail of the
Princess. Then he put the moon on a gold chain so that Lenore could




wear it on her neck.

The jester brought the gold chain to Princess Lenore. She was so
happy that she quickly got well. The next day, she got out of bed and
played in the garden. The king was happy. But then he began to worry.
He knew the moon that night would be bright in the sky. If his daughter
saw it, she would know that the moon on her neck was not really the
moon. Again, he asked his officials to see him.

The Lord High Chamberlain was first.

The king asked what could be done so that Princess Lenore would
not see the moon that night. The Lord High Chamberlain thought for a
long time. Then he said that if the princess wore black glasses she would
not be able to see anything.

The king said that if his daughter could not see anything, she would
walk into the furniture and hurt herself and be back in bed. He called for
his mathematician.

The mathematician walked around in a circle. He said he had the
answer. Fireworks, every night in the gardens. So many bright lights
shooting into the sky from the gardens would keep Princess Lenore from
seeing the moon.

The king told the mathematician he was stupid. So much light in the
sky would not let his daughter sleep. The king looked out of his window.
He saw the moon begin to rise. He quickly called for his jester and told
him that his little daughter would soon see the moon. This would make
her sick again. None of his officials knew what to do about it. The jester
said that if these wise men did not know how to hide the moon, then the
moon could not be hidden.

Again, the king looked out of his window. The jester spoke to him.
“Who knew what the moon was made of and how far away? | think that
Princess Lenore is wiser than your officials and knows more about the
moon than they do. | will ask her to explain how the moon can be on her
neck and in the sky. ”

The king could not stop him. The jester went to Lenore’s room. She
was in bed, but not sleeping. She was looking out of the window at the
moon in the sky. She held the little moon that the jester had brought her.

The jester asked her. “How can the moon shine in the sky when it is



