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“Grandfather change!” the counter-lady ex-
claimed to the man who held my hand.

“Excuse me?” my grandfather asked, jan-
gling (M E-W) a pocketful of loose coins with his

/e

ALY



other hand.

“Grandfather change,” she repeated, point-
ing to his pocket.

“Hmmm.” He nodded, “of course,” and
flashed his natural, closed-lipped smile as he
used that change to pay for a coffee and hot

chocolate. |
At our table, I slurpei7 (%%) a pile of

whipped cream' from the steaming cup. My grand- | 1. #irid&4is,
father reclined in his chair and took successive

/51
b{ sips s of coffee while, as usual, t]mlﬂn&th 0% quar-

Grandpa, I licked a sugary tuf from my BT,
. 3. BAEFLGR
mouth. “You always have change. Ever since I x
was a little kid” — he grinned with progrudxrﬁ
(%) cheeks — “doesn’t it b ;ﬁ u"“\/uknc& 4. ik B R HAR
All that extra weight and stu g’ 57

He stared at me — his cheerful expression
unchanged — but it was like he was looking at
something else. Soon, he sniffed and sat up. “No
bother at all. You see, it’s for your grandmoth-

”

er. LL/
” /mAm :
“Um,” 1 mumbled. My grandmother had

died ten years ago, when I was around two. But
my grandfather always talked about her, waving
fingers over whichever picture he had handy,
telling so many stories, he made me feel like I
knew her after all.

Yet I’d never heard this before.

“Idon’t get it.”

829,



“Well, son, it’s sorta’ how we met.”

“You gave her a bunch of money?”

He blew air through his'nostrils (&%), his
chest heaved and his stomach shook — his way of
laughing. “Not exactly. It was during the Great
Depression® . ”

Having finished the whipped cream, I began
work on the cocoa while my grandfather spoke.

“I was lucky, see, I had a job at a coffee
shop — not like this one, understand, because we
served pancakes and such. One day, I came out
and saw her standing by. ..” He closed his eyes.
“Oh, there’s a vision.” ;. 5/ «§x

He sighed, “I was terrible shy, I tell you!
But it must’ ve been love-at-first-sight because I
stood up and walked right over..

‘Excuse me,’ [ said, could I buy you a cof-
fee?’ But before she answered, 1 stuffed my
hands into my pockets and — lo and behold’— I

didn’t have any money — not one red cent!”® -
Y 2 rZ} k] b 1A

avf@d %nce

more, “I must’ ve turned five shades myself —

My grandfather’s stomach

and when she asks what’s wrong, I just shook my
head and told the truth, sure she’d brush me off
with-a-Taugh’. T

“You see, laugh she did! But when she’s fin-
ished, she says she’s never been so flattered in
her life! — that I must’ ve thought she’s some-
thing' if I didn’t even think how to pay for our
date!”

He grasped his cup with both palms. “Yep,

N80,
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it was love, all right. And ever since, | vowed to
always keep change in m¥ poclfet

“But Grandpa!” 1 bl%ted “If you did have
money, she’d never have gone out with you!”

“Smart boy,” he smiled. “You see, I ain’t
been out with another woman since. ”

He reached out to.mess my hair and his coins
jangled again, though this time it was caused by

his gently shaking stomach.

1. Reading Comprehension
1) Why did the counter lady shout ’Grandfather change’ at my grandpa?
A) Because it was the way that she greeted my grandpa.
B) Because she wanted my grandpa to pay cash.
D C) Because she was playing a joke on my grandpa.
D) Because she knew that my grandpa had coins in his pocket.

2) The author thought it for his grandpa to take the change all the time.
A) convenient B) nice C) troublesome D) foolish
3) The age of the author is .
A) about 12 B) 12 C) about 10 D) 10
4) Where did the grandfather meet his wife for the first time?
v A) In the street. B) In a party.
C) Qutside a shop. D) In a bar.

5) —'ﬁle reason why the grandfather always had change in his pocket is that

A) he liked to move his fingers with the coins
B) he wanted to remember the first meeting with his wife forever
T)—ge: liked to buy things with small money
D) he liked collecting coins
2. Match words in Column 1 with their equivalents in Column 2.

N2



Column 1 Column 2

1) recline P A) jingle or produce a harsh sound
2) protrude E B) without stopping

3) successive f-? C) swear or promise

4) jangle /% D) lie down or rest

5) vow (’/ E) stick out

. Complete each sentence with an appropriate word from the list given, making
changes where necessary.

[ vow, nostril, protrude, exclaim, successive, recline, jangle |

1) We were amazed by the maglcmn when he smoked with one cigarette in his
mouth and two in his M @ !

2) Her mother was so tired after work that she M the sofa as soon as she
came back home.

3) For three Mdﬁr Robert is always the first to come to the compa-

ny.
4) After she saw Tom drink with his ex-wife in the bar, she ‘& that she

would never see him again. 5
5) The little girl had a terrible dream in which a monster withMMas

going to kill herself.
6) When the lady saw the boy who mugged her two days ago in the shop, she

W for help to catch him.

7) When the bell midnight, people didn’t know what had happened.
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Hollywood may not teach us much except
that the world is populated with beautiful people
and that the few ugly guys always get the super-
model. Personally, I'd like to live in this fantasy
world. Mmm. .. Cameron Diaz. . .>

However, until virtual reality grants my wish
to never leave my house and h out with the
Sports Illustrated swimsuit models_in

edo,
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world.

But I digress (B & ). Something else that
Hollywood seems desperate to teach is that men
and women can co-exist in platonic bliss*. Very
few times has this been bluntly called into ques-
tion® as it was in “When Harry Met Sally.” In it,
Billy Crystal says repeatedly that it is impossible
for men to be friends with women because they
are always thinking about sex. Meg Ryan refuses
to accept his opinion.

Hilarity ensues. / kc'[(f)]‘m n. due R¥

This one conversation illustrates what men
have long held dear and women have denied®. Even
the afo ementi gpﬁ ovie turns away from its di-
alogue whegﬁﬁ F characters consummate their

7

/ipem/
Finally, a grain of truth from the barren (&

#E1)) wasteland of entertainment. Now I don’ t
pretend to speak for everyone. I'm sure many
men feel that they can honestly maintain a rela-
tionship with a female friend in much the same
way they would with a dude (## /A F). Of
course, these guys are often deluded. / ai'luial,

Fact is, men see the world differently than
women do. For men, the world is split_into that
which is conquerable and sports. Women fall into
the former category. .. and occasionally the lat-
er. Mmm. .. women’s volleyball.

Call it biology, call it cultural, but don’t
question it. Accept the fact that men look at their
female friends as future ex-girl-friends. If women
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are_puzzled by this fact, men are just as confused
at why women insist on going to the bathroom in
pairs.

Now this doesn’ t mean that men won’t put
up a prg_{te of friendship in order to hang out
with an a%%ve girl. It’s just important to re-

member that men think about sex a zillion times a
second® and if a woman is around, guess who’s in | 8. #FHLHK
those thoughts. We desperately try to bury our
thoughts and see women as just one of the guys,
a'J_t:gE t (B#R) guys with certain differences.

)7l

general, we are really | Qggy (% {9) at
a,uu A

So ladies, please accept the fact that men are
only interested in one thing — sports. I’ m not
sure if that was my point, but my mind is racing

at a zillion times a second.

1. Reading Comprehension
1) In the author’s opinion Hollywood teaches us .
A) that the world is full of common-looking people
B) how to make friends with the beautiful ladies
C) much that beautiful people always marry those with the same charm
D) much that the few ugly men can have the most beautiful women as their
friends
2) The Hollywood movie named “When Harry Met Sally” :
A) shows that men and women can stay together and be good friends without
sex
B) fails to show that a man and a woman can be good friends without sex
C) shows that Billy Crystal’s idea of the relationship between men and women is

edo,



wrong
D) shows that Meg Ryan has the same idea as Billy Crystal
3) According to the author men .
A) think that the world is composed by two categories and women belong to one
of them
B) hold the same idea as women in seeing the world
C) are wiser than women as they see the world differently than women do
D) prefer sports to women
4) Which statement can best represent the author’s idea?
A) We can honestly maintain a relationship with a female friend in much the
same way we would with a man.
B) Men will not look at their female friends as future girl-friends.
C) Men are only interested in one thing.— sports.
D) The platonic relationship between men and women doesn’t exist.
5) According to the author, when a man is together with a woman, he
A) treats her in the same way as he does to one of his male friends
B) probably thinks her as his future girl-friend
C) feels very nervous and cannot talk
D) likes to show off in front of her
. Match words in Column 1 with their equivalents in Column 2.

Column 1 Column 2

1) perplex A) unproductive or unfruitful
2) fantasy B) complete or achieve

3) barren C) time without end, eternity
4) perpetuity D) confuse

5) consummate E) daydream

. Complete each sentence with an appropriate word from the list given, making
changes where necessary.

ban‘en, consummate, perpetuity, fantasy, ensue, perplex, delude, dsperate]

1) I think he is out of his mind. He is so in his work that he has not had
any food for three days.

2) She will never forget the man who saved her life in the earthquake and she will
keep that man’s image in her mind in

3) After the mayor left the school, a heated dispute among teachers

XY




