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Tamina Thermal Baths
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Location:
ZUrich, Switzerland

Designer:
Joseph Smolenicky

Photographer:
Walter Mair

Completion date:
2009
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The Tamina Thermal Baths is explicitly conceived
as a part of the grand-hotel culfure. The cultural
and aesthetic identity of the project seeks an
affinity to both Swiss tradition and fthe grand
hotels of the Baltic coast. For this reason the
building volume has a monumental character,
in order to stand out as an instfitution equal fo
the other buildings in the resort. Simultaneously
the thermal baths are infended to relativise the
almost “urban" stonework character of the spa
spring hall.

This strategy of using an explicit resorf
architecture is underscored in the building's
formally fanciful oval windows. Seen from the
inside, the windows have the effect of over-
dimensional picture frames. Oval picture
frames were widespread in the Victorian era for
landscape scenes, whereby the intention in the
current project is fo give specific expression to
the view over the relatively neutral landscape
by means of the gesture of the frame.

Metaphorically the creation of the interior
spaces of the project has an analogy in
cutting clearings in the pattern of a forest by
felling individual trees. This is the reverse of the
common design process. The exterior spaces
are similarly created by “felling" supports on the
periphery of the building volume. Structurally
the building can be more or less seen as A
forest, created out of columns instead of trees —
a total of 115 supports using the timber of 2,200
fir-trees.
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1.The magnificent building

2.The building and the landscape
fuse together, showing a vacation
atmosphere

3.The white columns look like trees in
a forest

4.The landscape is as beautiful as a
painting

5.The inferior decoration with white as
the main palette is elegant and pure
6.0ne can enjoy full relaxation in the
bath pool

7.The oval windows look like picture
frames
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Materially the project possesses the same
appearance internally and externally. The
snow-white timber battens are carried over
internally as wall surfacing. In this sense there is
no actual interior architecture to the building,
but instead only a whole architecture of the
building.

The timber structure of the building is not
merely determined by the criteria of the span
of the supports. Instead of a focus on the
engineering of the function of the supports
and the reinforcement of a construction, the
structure concentrates far more on spatial
phenomena, creating a beauty and a
ceremonial atmosphere. Bathing is celebrated
as a cultivated activity.

1. Outdoor bath pool
2. Indoor bath pool
3. Treatment room

4. Lounge
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Merano Thermal Baths

M 1A

Location:
South Tyrol, Italy

Designer:
Matteo Thun & Partners

Completion date:
2007
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Recreation, harmony and relaxation are
among the main aims in the Merano Thermal
Baths, featuring a total of 25 pools and a
refined sauna area. Here the bather will find all
he can wish for, from a refreshing cold plunge
pool and hot whirlpools to relaxing brine pools.
A special inside-outside feeling is provided
in the big pool, where the bather can start
indoors and simply swim out to a fascinating
mountain scenery!

Cosy warmth and a unigue flair are provided by
a first-class sauna area. Here guests may relax,
unwind and sweat while contemporaneously
boosting their immune system. Among the
state-of-the-art facilities are a Finnish sauna, two
steam baths, a sanarium, hay bath, caldarium
and an outdoor log cabin sauna. After taking
the sauna, the guests can look forward to
several cold dips and a very special way of
cooling off —in the snow room, where it snows
from the ceiling and they will feel like being in
the midst of South Tyrol's eternal glaciers.

In 26 treatment rooms people can indulge in
the most different kinds of baths, from milk and
honey baths to vinotherapy baths for two and
the relaxing mountain pine baths. This is the
place to relax, and this is the place to unwind.

The green heart of the Merano Thermal Baths
is a stunning park, covering an area of more
than 50,000 square metres. 478 different kinds
of roses, 00 water lilies and historic old trees
render the park a wonderful spot and the ideal
place to relax.
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1.Merano Thermal Baths at night
2.The large bath pool connects the
interior and exterior spaces

3.The exterior part of the pool

4.The outdoor bath pool is divided by
black paths

5.The plant decoration in the indoor
bath pool creates a natural environment
6.The bathtub

7.The glass screen makes the whole
spa natural and fransparent
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