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Shen Rou Jian's Art

Mr. Shen Rou Jian is a close friend of mine. | have enjoyed my relations
with him for more than thirty years Our common zeal for art accounts for the
profound friendship and deep understanding between us. With strong will and
high-spiritedness. Shen hopes to obtain real achievements in painting and cal-
ligraphy. Cowardliness is a fatal hindrance to any real attainments.As a painter,
Shen Rou Jian has been a daring exblorer. Owing to his courage and perseveren-
ce. Shen Rou Jian has achieved unusual attainments. His woodcuts. gouaches, wa-
ter-colours and Chiness ink-paintings have not only been the focus of attention
domestically but also internationally. The approach to the perfection of art is
like mountain-climbing. Only by making arduous efforts and overcoming hards-
hips. can one hope to make real achievements in arts.

When very young, Shen Rou Jian showed great gifts and loved painting. But
as our motherland was then trapped. in the War Against Japanese Aggression,
he resolutely joined the army in his late teens, carrying with him his painting
brushes and chisels During this period of busy military life, he created many
woodcuts to expose sharply the cruelty and brutality of the enemy. As colours
were hardly available under those circumstances, he often made do with the
mixed red soil to paint on the walls in order to enhance the morale of the ser-
vicemen and masses. The mountains and rivers he passed by greatly  widened
his vision, and the trials and harshness heexperienced in his military life tempered
him. So helearned a lot that noone couldhave taughthimin any fine artsacademy
He continued to struggle hard until victory was finally gained and spring returned
to China. Since then, stable circumstances have enabled him to focus on wo-
odcuts and start to create water-colours and gouaches. His profound knowledge
and insight contribute to his successful blending of the techniques of traditional
Chinese painting with Western ones.



Shen Rou Jian's Art

With an intent to develop a style of freshness and originality, he has com-
mitted himself to courageous experiment and practice. As a result, his paintings
have reached a new height. He has produced works in a compact and refined
way with free and vigourous strokes and rhythmic harmony. Various aspects of
new economic construction and life. all seething with excitement, are favourite
subjects of his crea tions. He has also taken part in many international shows
of fine arts. and some of them have been collected by museums of Great Bri-
tain. France. Italy and other countries. In recent years. Shen Rou Jian has de-
voted himself to the creation of Chinese ink paintings. He has successfully fu-
sed into his ink paintings freedom. vigour and austerity that his woodcuts have
embodied. He has kept departing from the predecessors and formed a unique
style in terms of subject. technique. composition and colouring. Shen Rou Jian
remarks that the approach to the creation of a good painting is not limited to
mere techniques. and the painter should look beyond scrolls and canvases. Mr.
Shen's comment is true. Lu Fang Weng. the well-known poet of Song Dynasty.
also says: “If you really want to aczuire a good mastery of poetry. you should
look beyond poetry” As there is much similarity between poetry and painting,
both artists actually refer to the same notion.

Time elapses fast Mr. Shen is now already over seventy years. Yet his art
is still in its prime.like the radiant summer flowers. When we look at those el-
egant red strokes and green splashing ones in his recent pictures. we can perce-
ive that the mood and spirit correspond with the vigourous personality of the
painter. | hope that Shen Rou Jian would continue his climbing of the “mounta-
in". | also expect to see greater originality and stronger aesthetic appeal in his
new works.

Liu Hai Su



8 &
CONTENTS

)R Reefs and Waves

J87¢ Broad-Leaved Flowers
T&#0%22  Water Lilies in the Twilight
FEi#K  On Qian-Dao Lake

§£&22 Green Mountains

3P Heavy Rain

MEESR  Southern Fruits

WTE  Wild Flowers

SH#R  Green Blossoms on an Ancient Plum Tree
(UE  Mountain Houses

Bk White and Green

3% Haze at Dawn

Qi

& Canyons
f5& Clouds and Mists in Mountains
B Dusk

W Mountains in the Rain
L Remote Mountains

= Bumper Harvest

(US  Mountain Fruits

& Lotus Pond

@3 In the Sunlight

&d  Grottos

68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
180 X 97
68 X 68
68 X 68
90 X 60
68 X 68
69 X 69
68 X 68
84X 76
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
76 X 66
68 X 68
10X 68
68 X 68
48 X 44
81 X78

1988
1983
1983
1991

1990
1990
1989
1990
1987
1989
1984
1989
1990
1989
1990
1990
1991

1989
1989
1984
1990
1991



8 ®
CONTENTS

25
26
27
28
29
30

2
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

42
44
45
46
47
48

&S Spring

WHIRTE  Fringed Irises

W% Camellias

8  Loquats

8%  Daisies

BT 28 By Li-Jiang River
122 Dreamlike Flowers
WmafE Two Pots of Flowers
#RE34T  Green and Red

ZH A Winter Day

B2 Persimmons

BES  Tulips

LURS In the Mountains
EEUSEER  In the Depths of Mountains
BX7¢ Big-Leafed Hydrangeas
### Green Brushwood

=& Wafts of Fragrance
Ho5 2R Fresh Fruits
fIRRE  Cherries

B8 Sea Tides

M After Rain

$1% Clearing Up

68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68X 76
68 X 68
84X 76
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
A8 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
95X 85
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
68 X 68
86 X 86

1991
1990
1990
1987
1986
1990
1989
1987
1987
1990
1990
1988
1991
1990
1989
1989
1988
1989
1989
1989
1990
1990



R

Reefs and Waves 1



=p13

Broad-Leaved Flowers




Water Lilies in the Twilight




TS A
On Qian-Dao Lake




Green Mountains







=e
Heavy Rain



MEESR

Southern Fruits



