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Passage One/

—

[ Thanksgiving Day]

The American Thanksgiving holiday began as a feast of thanksgiving in the early
days of the American colonies almost four hundred years ago.

In 1620, a boat filled with more than one hundred people sailed across the Atlantic
Ocean to settle in the New World. This religious group had begun to question the beliefs
of the Church of England and they wanted to separate from it. The Pilgrims settled in
what is now the state of Massachusetts. Their first winter in the New World was difficult.
They had arrived too late to grow many crops, and without fresh food, half the colonists
died from disease. The following spring the Iroquois Indians taught them how to grow
corn, a new food for the colonists. The Indians also showed them how to grow other crops
in the unfamiliar soil and how to hunt and fish.

In the autumn of 1621, bountiful crops of corn, barley, beans and pumpkins were
harvested. The colonists had much to be thankful for, so a feast
was planned. They invited the local Indian chief and 90 Indians.
The Indians brought deer to roast with the turkeys and other
wild game offered by the colonists. The colonists had learned
how to cook cranberries and different kinds of corn and squash

dishes from the Indians. To this first Thanksgiving, the Indians
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had even brought popcorn.

In following years, many of the original colonists celebrated the autumn harvest with
a feast of thanks.

After the United States became an independent country, Congress recommended one
yearly day of thanksgiving for the whole nation to celebrate. George Washington
suggested the date November 26 as Thanksgiving Day. Then in 1863, at the end of a long
and bloody Civil War, Abraham Lincoln asked all Americans to set aside the last
Thursday in November as a day of thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving is a time for tradition and sharing. Even if they live far away, family
members gather for a reunion at the house of an older relative. All give thanks together
for the good things that they have.

Turkey, corn, pumpkins and cranberry sauce are symbols which represent the first
Thanksgiving. Now all of these symbols are drawn on holiday decorations and greeting
cards. The use of corn meant the survival of the colonies. “Indian corn” as a table or door
decoration represents the harvest and the fall season.

Sweet-sour cranberry sauce, or cranberry jelly, was on the first Thanksgiving table
and is still served today. The cranberry is a small, sour berry. It grows in bogs, or muddy
areas, in Massachusetts and other New England states. The Indians used the fruit to treat
infections. They used the juice to dye their rugs and blankets. They taught the colonists
how to cook the berries with sweetener and water to make a sauce. The Indians called it
“ibimi” which means “bitter berry”. When the colonists saw it, they named it
“crane-berry” because the flowers of the berry bent the stalk over, and it resembled the
long-necked bird called a crane. The berries are still grown in New England.

The ceremony was a public acknowledgment of the Indians’ role in the first
Thanksgiving 350 years ago. Until recently most schoolchildren believed that the Pilgrims
cooked the entire Thanksgiving feast, and offered it to the Indians. In fact, the feast was
planned to thank the Indians for teaching them how to cook those foods. Without the
Indians, the first settlers would not have survived.

| College English l




[New Words and Expressions]

feast /fi:st/ n.

colony /'kalani/ n.

settle /'setl/ v.

religious /ri'lidzas/ adj.
question /'kwest[an/ v.
bountiful /'bauntiful/ adj.
barley /ba:li/ n.

bean /bi:n/ n.

pumpkin /'pampkin/ n.
roast /raust/ v.

game /geim/ n.

cranberry /'kreenbari/ n.
squash /skwa[/ n.
independent /indi'pendant/ adj.
recommend /reka'mend/ v.
tradition /tra'dif an/ n.
reunion /ri:'juinjan/ n.
relative /relativ/ n.
decoration /. deka'reif an/ n.
survival /sa'vaival/ n.
survive /sa'vaiv/ v.

jelly /dzeli/ n.

sour /saud/ adj.

bog /bag/ n.

infection /in'fek[ an/ n.

rug /rag/ n.

sweetener /'swi:tana/ n.
stalk /sto:k/ n.
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resemble /ri'zembl/ v. %, Kl
crane /krein/ n. 4
acknowledgment /ak'nalidzmant/ n. Zi, Bus
begin as PL---FFU5
separate from - T P
die from BT (READ
learn...from... Mool Z2F|..-
set aside B, o' —5%
thank...for... Ay e SRR e

[Notes]

the New World 7 K, ZRRI AT 15 40 K R BLSE I KRt S AR i B 5 Je
X H R FRIE . R R I KREAT, SRR xS BRN AR = P AR, AdAT 1 ik
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Pilgrim (1620 =@ 235 F 5 ff)) S [5G #AE -

Iroquois Indians 3 [E LY M AL EB & LR EN S 22 N .

Civil War  EE W&, NFRrEdblk4r. 1861 4F 4 A~18654 4 H, EKEmMITYH
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B, AT R B R IESGREIEY KB mdb sy BB H i
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[Reading Comprehension]

1. Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1. Why did the colonists settle in the New World?

2. When they just arrived in the New World, did all of them survive?
Why or why not?

3. What did the Iroquois Indians do for the colonists?

4. Why was a feast planned?

5. Now, which day is Thanksgiving Day?

i Coilege Engl‘ishﬁ’




6. What are the symbols representing the first Thanksgiving?
7. What is the role of “corn”?

8. In fact, what is the true meaning of Thanksgiving Day?

[ Vocabulary]

I1. Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form if necessary.

religious question decoration survive  independent settle  roast

tradition game recommend infection acknowledgement

1. My son has happily in America.

2. He also believes in God, so you’ll be happy to have a man of your

3. It cannot be that the new method is superior to the old one.

4. When the students enter the college, they should learn to live a(n) life.
5. The concert was greatly successful in New York. The audience was attracted by
the Chinese musical instruments.

6. His favorite food is chicken.

7. Every year, the college its best graduates to some companies.

8. He has a special interest in the surface of furniture. '

II1. Exchange the underlined parts with the words or phrases fror;z the text.

1. This test firstly was the game which was popular with students.

2. Tom thanked me because of my great plan that made their company make much

money.

3. Many wild animals died because of the strange disease which caused by water
pollution.

4. Tom invited his sisters, aunts, uncles to his birthday party.

5. This country has rich resources.

6. Whenever I need help, he always put his own things aside and gives me a hand.

7. Tﬁis flower is so beautiful, and it looks like a butterfly.

8. The Pilgrims came to the New World because they didn’t want to be controlled by
the church of England.
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[ Structurel

IV. A. Translate the following Chinese into English with the given pattern

»
.

“too...to
For example: She is - (KX, PTEEE L.

— She is too old to go to school.

1. They arrived CKHE, BAEH &G —HEATE).

2. He (EHRR, AR THIRERIL).

3.1 find this man (KB, RAREZ AN KEE).

4. Although Tom was well prepared, the test was CRHEEIT).
5. This room RN, A NBHELE).

B. Change the following sentences with the given pattern “Without...”.

For example: I passed the final exam. My sister helped me.
—Without my sister’s help, I would not have passed the final exam.

1. I finished a great working plan. He gave me a piece of advice.
2. Johns won the championship in this game. His wife supported him a lot.
3. There are Indians. The first settlers survived.
4. He understood the value of the success. He experienced failures.
5. This two companies made great profit. They cooperated with each other well.

[ Translation]

V. Translate the following sentences into English.

1 BEAE ) A ORAIE, fhaE R,

2. REMFHE, INZWKHRAET RS E.

3. XFE G R B T KGR 5 R,

4. FENFFHAE, MERFE/ET, FRED.

5. FIF BRI LS AR T FW :
VI. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1. The meal was a veritable feast.

2. Unwittingly I walked into a bog.

~ College English I '




3. For most people, it’s difficult to change their religious beliefs.
4. Thanksgiving parade is an annual event.
5. No matter how busy you are, remember: a day set aside for relaxing.

Passage Two,

e

[Labor Day]

Many immigrants settled in New York City in the nineteenth century. They found
that living conditions were not as wonderful as they had dreamed. Often there were six
families crowded into a house made for one family. Thousands of children had to go to
work. Working conditions were even worse. Immigrant men, women and children worked
in factories for ten to twelve hours a day, breaking only for a short time to eat. They came
to work even if they were tired or sick because if they didn’t, they might be fired.
Thousands of people were waiting to take their places.

When Peter McGuire was 17, he began an apprenticeship in a piano shop. This job
was better than his others, for he was learning a trade, but he still worked long hours with
low pay. At night he went to meetings and classes about economics and social issues. One
of the main issues concerned pertained to labor conditions. Workers were tired of long
hours, low pay and uncertain jobs. They spoke of organizing themselves into a union of
laborers to improve their working conditions. In the spring of 1872, Peter McGuire and
100,000 workers went on strike and marched through
the streets, demanding a decrease of long working
hours per day. This event convinced Peter that an
organized labor movement was important for the future
of workers’ rights. He spent the next year speaking to
crowds of workers and the unemployed, lobbying the
city government for jobs and relief money. It was not

an easy road for Peter McGuire. He became known as
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a “disturber of the public peace.” The city government ignored his demands. Peter himself
could not find a job in his trade. He began to travel up and down the east coast to speak to
laborers about union. In 1881, he moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and began to organize
carpenters there. He organized a convention of carpenters in Chicago, and it was there
that a national union of carpenters was founded. He became General Secretary of the
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America.

The idea of organizing workers according to their trades spread around the country.
Factory workers, dock workers and toolmakers all began to demand and get their rights to
an eight-hour workday, a secure job and a future in their trades. Peter McGuire and the
laborers in other cities planned a holiday for workers on the first Monday in September,
halfway between Independence Day and Thanksgiving Day.

On September 5,1882 the first Labor Day parade was held in New York City. Twenty
thousand workers marched in a parade up Broadway. They carried banners that read
“LABOR CREATES ALL WEALTH,” and “EIGHT HOURS FOR WORK, EIGHT
HOURS FOR REST, EIGHT HOURS FOR RECREATION!” After the parade there were
picnics all around the city. Workers and celebrants ate Irish stew, homemade bread and
apple pie. At night, fireworks were set off. Within the next few years, the idea spread from
coast to coast, and all states celebrated Labor Day.

In 1894, Congress voted it a federal holiday.

Today Americans celebrate Labor Day with a little less fanfare on the first Monday
of September. Some cities have parades and community picnics. Many politicians “kick
off ” their political campaigns by holding rallies on the holiday. Most Americans consider
Labor Day the end of the summer, and the beaches and other popular resort areas are
packed with people enjoying the last three-day weekend.

[New Words and Expressions]

immigrant /imigrant/ n. B, FK
crowd /kraud/ v. B

fire /faia/ n. fidt Jee
apprenticeship /a'prentis[ip/ n. FHER Gy, FAEW

l College English




