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AIVININNS

Zhangjiakou located in the northwest of Hebei Province, the crossing of
Beijing, Hebei, Shanxi and Inner Mongolia. It’s about 200km away from Beijing,
and the transportation is very convenient. From ancient times, it is the business
capital of the Han and Mongolian Nationalities and foreign people, moreover not
only the lifeline between the Central Plains and the Northern Border, but also the
lifeline of the resource between the central and west areas and the western area.

Zhangjiakou has a long history, and has many historical relics. Ancient
cultural relics distributes all over Nihewan river basin, and the famous Nihewan
Site just locates in the Sangan village, Yangyuan, Zhangjiakou. It have attracted
countless researchers all of the world for many years, especially since 20th
century 70 years, more than 500 experts from over 20 countries and regions
reached here, and carried on the excavation and research on this area. At last,
they found more than 80 early culture sites, and thousands of animal fossils and
stone tools were found among them, these precious culture heritage showed the
development evolution from the Paleolithic age to the Neolithic age.

In the Neolithic age, Zhangjiakou was also the main origin area of the
Chinese civilization. Yangshao Culture, Longshan Culture and Hongshan
Culture distributed along the Dam. Among the sites of Shuiquan in
Xuanhua,Longmenpu, Erdaogou in Pangjiapu, Sanguan in Weixian, Sishilipo,
Jiangjialiang in Yuanyuan, Gucheng in Zhuolu,Sanying in Huailai, Plenty of red,
color and gray clay pottery pieces ,and sandy gray pottery pieces were excavated
here, and Potteries decorated with cord mark or plain. The exquisite technic
reflected the prosperity of the manufacture. Many cultural remains with northern
grassland culture factors distributed throughout the Guyuan,Shangyi and
Zhangbei .They showed us an outline picture of the ancient lives, which proved
that Zhangjiakou was the important lifeline between the Huaxia culture and the
northern Rong and Di culture.

During the Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties, because of the Chinese southward
migrations, Zhangjiakou was a thinly settled area except Sanggan village and

Yang Village. During the late Shang Dynasty, Rong and Di people lied here. The
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Rong nationality, lived by hunting, had established a slavery regime in Weixian
and named itself Dai before the Seven Powerful States were the Kings. The
ancient Dai was the first slavery state in Zhangjiakou.

During the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period, The
range of Yan State extended to the east of Zhangjiakou, and Yan State affiliated
with Shangrong and Donghu. The cultural remains were distributed all over
Zhangjiakou, and sometimes we can find the Yan culture coexisted with the
northern nomadic culture in the same site. In the early tombs from the Spring
and Autumn Period to the Warring States Period of Xiaobaiyang tombs in
Xuanhua, Baimiao Site in Pangjiapu and Ganlaipu in Huailai, the pottery were
made of hand and were used in the daily times. The excavated objects were
including Jars, bowls, pots, bronze draggers, golden plaques; golden pendants,
animal-shaped plaques and so on. The funeral and burial articles have a strong
characteristic of northern nomads.

During the Liao and Yuan Dynasties, the economic of Zhangjiakou developed
rapidly, Many ancient tombs and sites were found here. The famous were mural
tombs of Liao Dyansty in Xiabali, Xuanhua and the Site of Yuan Dynasty
Middle Capital in Zhangbei.

Liao Tomb of Xuanhua was one of the Mural tombs of Zhangshiging Family.
it was a brick tomb imitated of wood structure with double chambers and vaulted
ceiling, and it was 6.8 meters long and 3.1 meters wide. The door was arched
with bracket system. There was one coffin in the back chamber, and recumbent
lions were under the foursquare of the coffin. Inside the coffin, there was one.
woodcarving, and that the bone ashes of the dead were just placed inside it. The
total area of precious Murals was 360 square meters. The Paintings show a total
of 76 different characters, including Star Map, Procession Scene, Theatre Show,
Tea Ceremony and Play Chess. Because of the abundance pictures and exquisite
skill, it can be named a folk art gallery. The funerary articles and the mural

were extremely valuable, so it was produce a sensation.“the People's Daily”, «
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Guangming Daily”, “The Chinese cultural Relics Newspaper”had reported the



news and it was one of the Ten New Archeological Discoveries of 1993.

Site of the Yuan Dynasty Middle Capital was 17 Kilometre away from the
north of Zhangbei, and was a hub of communications and an important military
place to the Xiyu and central plains during the Liao and Jin Dyansties and
Yuan Dynasty. It was built in 1307 (11th year of the reign of Wuzong)and was
destroyed by Hongjinjun in 1358. The site faced south, was made of the outer
city, the imperial city and the palace city. The palace city was 670 meters long
from south to north, and 550 meters wide from east to west. The scale was the
same with the palace city of the Yuan Dynasty Upper Capital Site. The largest
palace was in the middle, and there was one door on each wall. In recent years,
many precious stone and brick structure parts, bronze ware, iron ware and bone
ware were excavated in the Yuan Dynasty Middle Capital Site. In the Middle
palace there were more than 50 zoomorphic ornaments on palace roofs, and
especially the Jade one of Han Dynasty may be rated as a good piece of carve.
The site was one of the Ten New Archeological Discoveries of 1999, and it was
the state-level major cultural relic preservation sites.

During the early period of the Ming Dynasty, In 1368, Zhuyuanzhang found
the Song Dynasty and drove off Shundi to Mobei. After the collapse of Yuan
Dynasty, Mongolian tribes including Wala, Tatar regularly harassed the northern
areas, so Zhangjiakou became the important military place of the north areas.
The world-famous Great Wall have been preserved as a defense project to now.
The Great Walls of Yan, zhao, Qin Dynasty ,Beiwei Dynasty ,Beiqi Dynasty,
Tang Dynasty , Jin Dynasty and Ming Dynasty were still in Zhangjiakou .

Dajingmen was the landmark building of Zhangjiakou, and also one of the
pass of the Great Wall and the earliest pass of the Ming Dynasty wall. The frist
year of Hongwu(Ming Dynasty), Xuda, the Great General built the pass. In
1485,The 21th year of Chenghua, the city walls were built here. The lower wall
was 6 meters wide, the upper wall was 5.4 meters wide, outside the wall, there
was battlements, and inside there was short wall. Dajingmen was the main drag

between the frontier area and the central plains, and also the main place of the



trade goods of the Han and Mongolian Nationalities

During the Qing Dynasty, the relation between the Mongolia Nationalities
and the Han Nationality grew day by day, Zhangjiakou because more and
more important. The famous Zhangku Route started off from Zhangjiakou to
Wulanbatuo, it was one part of the Northern Silk Road. The Zhangku Route
hastened the formation of Zhangjiakou city, and improved the development of
finance industry of Zhangjiakou. From the Qing Dynasty, Zhangjiukou occured
the money exchange institution of “Piaohao”, followed it there was many banks
built there. When the flourish period of the Zhangku Route, the Highest annual
trade value reached almost 6 billion yuan(accounted by today market price). At
that time, the quantity of horses, cattle, sheep and camels from Inner Mongolia
and Outer Mongolia to the south through Zhangjiakou can be reached hundreds
of thousands. And the transportation of tea needed tens of thousands of camels
and 70,000 carts.

While working to expand the economy, the politics and military had
expanded. Under the Great wall, there was the famous Site of Chahaer Captain’s
office. It located in the No.54 of the northern street of Minde, Qiaoxi, and it was
built in the period of the region of Qianlong and became the state-level major
cultural relic preservation sites in 2006.

For strengthened the management of Eight Banners of Chahaer, In November
1761, the Qing Dynasty has set up the Chahaer Captain’s Office. The captain
was selected by the emperor, and usually he was the minister of the border areas.
The building of the Chahaer Captain’s Office not only represented the majesty
of the bureaucracy , but also showed us the exquisite architecture art. It faced
south, 670 meters long from south to north, and 550 meters wide from east to
west, it covered 6650 square meters. It was made of four yards, and the four
doors lied in the same upright line. And four wood mast lied on the both sides of
the first door. It was the most completely preserved among the same buildings in
our province, and has a history of 240 years.

The Zhangjiakou Museum was all-around museum and the base of patriotic



and moral education for the young people. From 1958 to today, the Museum
has a scale of 6500 square meters, and the exhibition hall covered 3000 square
meters, and the cultural relics storeroom covered 1000 square meters.

Since the museum has built, we acted as the guild line“Give priority
to Protection, firstly rescued, rationally utilized and strengthened the
administration”. Through the archaeological excavation, collection, acquisition,
donation and museum exchanges and other means to enrich the collections. We
have the collections from the ancient times to the Mingguo period. The sorts of
the collections include: bronze ware, gold and silver ware, iron ware, pottery,
porcelain ware, jade ware, stone ware, calligraphy and painting, money, rubbings,
silk, armor, Lacquerware, wood ware, ivory and modern heritage. We also have
a collection of the great scriptures of Ming Dynasty.

The collections reflected mainly the characters of the northern nomads of
Donghu, Shangrong,Xiongnu, Qidan and Nvzhen. The representative wares
were from the Spring and Autumn period and the Warring States period tombs
of Ganzipu in Huailai, including the Bronze pan, the bronze Gui, the pot with
loop handle and the Lei. The representative wares were from the Warring States
period tombs of Xiaobaiyang in Xuanhua, including all kinds of bronze swords.
We also have the Grass-glazed Ewer of Song Dynasty, and the Green-glazed
Pot Shaped of Stirrup with northern nomad characteristic of Liao Dynasty,
White-glazed Prunus Vase with Black Decoration from Cizhou Kiln, Green-
glazed Bowl from Yaozhou Kiln, Yellow-glazed and Blue-and-white Vase with
Elephantshaped Handle. They are all the precious treasure.

In recent years, our museum has hold many exhibitions:“The ancient
History Exhibition in Zhangjiakou”,“The Excavation Culture Relics Exhibition
in Zhangjiakou”,“the Money of Past Ages Exhibition”,“the Palace Cultural
Relics Exhibition of Qing Dynasty”,* Cultural Relics Exhibition of Qing
Dynasty Empire and Empress”,“The Collected Cultural Relics Exhibition in
Zhangjiakou”.

In 2009, our museum has hold the following exhibitions: “The Shows of
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History Cultural Relics in Zhangjiakou”, “The Special Topic Display of Chahaer
Anti-Japanese Allied Army”, “The Special Topic Display of Revolution”, and
the exhibitions has attracted a large number of the tourists.

In a word, I have summarized the history and ancient sites and tombs in
Zhangjiakou, and described the development of Zhangjiukou Museum. My aim
was to carry forward the history of Zhangjiukou, so that more and more people
will join the ranks to protect the cultural heritage, and inherit the excellent
cultural tradition. So we can try our best to improve the economic prosperity,

cultural development and social progress of Zhangjiakou.

Yuguang Yan
May. 2010
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