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Unit 1

Man & Nature

WARM-UP

% Do you think we humans are to blame for the deterioration of our
environment? Why or why not?

% Are there any environmental problems where you live? What would
you suggest to solve them?

% What should every one of us do to protect our environment?



ﬂ Text Learning

Preparation

Read the text and answer the following 3 questions. j
1. What is so special about the rainforest life?
2. Why do rainforests play a key role in global ecosystem?
3. What will be the consequences of destroying rainforests?

Rainforests

1. A rainforest is an environment that receives high rainfall and is dominated by tall trees. Most of the
time when people talk about rainforests, they mean the tropical rainforests located near the equator.

2. One of the most remarkable things about rainforest life is its diversity. Researchers estimate that in a
large rainforest area, there may be over 10 million different animal species. And a great number of species
living in other environments now, including humans, originally inhabited the rainforests. Rainforest plant life is
similarly diverse. You may find 300 distinct tree species in a tropical rainforest.

3. Tropical rainforests used to be referred to as the “lungs of the world” because of the large amount of
oxygen they produce. However, more recent evidence suggests that rainforests don’t have much of an effect on
the world’s oxygen supply. The decomposition of dead plant matter consumes roughly the same amount of
oxygen that living plants produce.

4. But rainforests do play a key role in the global ecosystem. | @

Some experts are now calling th “air conditioners to the
world”, because their dark depths’absorb heat from the sun. With- &
out the forest cover, these fe—glﬁlg would reflect more heat into the
atmosphere, warming the rest of the world.

5. Rainforests are an extremely valuable natural resource. _
Approximately 80 percent of the food we eat originated in tropical v
rainforests. Without rainforests, we wouldn’t have the seeds that

produce coffee and chocolate, nor would we have tomatoes, potatoes, rice, bananas, pineapples and corn. There
are over 3,000 fruits found in rainforests. Westerners use about 200 of them, but the indigenous tribes make use
of over 2,000.

6. Rainforests are often called the world’s pharmacy. Over 25 percent of our medicines come from plants
that originated in rainforests, and these plants make up only a tiny fraction of the total collection of rainforest



species. Fewer than one percent of rainforest plants have been examined for their medicinal properties. It is
likely that our best shot at curing cancer, AIDS and many other diseases lies somewhere in the world’s dimin-
ishing rainforests.

7. However, in the past hundred years, humans have been destroying rainforests at an alarming rate. To-
day, roughly 1.5 acres of rainforests are destroyed every second. One major problem with deforestation is the
devastating effect it has on rainforest tribes. As these cultures are lost, so is their extensive knowledge of the
vast resources of the rainforest. With some 137 rainforest species disappearing every day (the most rapid ex-
tinction rate in the history of the world), we ’re likely losing valuable medicines by the minute.

8. Rainforests are the main cradle of life on Earth, and they hold millions of unique life forms that we
have yet to discover. Destroying the rainforests is comparable to destroying an unknown planet — we have no
idea what treasures we 're losing. If deforestation continues at its current rate, the world’s tropical rainforests
will be wiped out within 40 years.

New Words N ,f'ﬁ“; >¢ L. 3 = & ’(L /r {f €
| i o
7 dominate /dominert/ v. to have control, authority or influence 4t 34 ; 3 B ; 5 L%
" tropical /tropikal/ a. PR LT Y
locate /lau’kert/ vt. to fix or put in a certain place {# A4 & F ; fii T
/ equator /T kwerta/ n. imaginary line around the earth 7xi&
remarkable /r'ma:kabal/ a. out of the ordinary; deserving or attracting attention 7~ % f ; (615 & = i
diversity /dar'va:siti/ n. the state of being diverse; variety 2 5 ; A [R] ; ZAEM:
estimate /'estimert/ vt. to form a judgment about; to calculate the cost, value, size, etc. of sth. f& it ;
it s VA
species /'spi:|iz/ n. (pl. unchanged ) 4 ¥ B9 7
originally /a'rrd3anali/ ad. from or in the beginning £ %] ; R 5¢
_Anhabit /in‘haebrt/ vt. to live in; to occupy JEHETF ;74 F; i W8
similarly /'stmilali/ ad. in a similar way [F]#E# ; 50 F
diverse /dar'va:s/ a. of different kinds 3R R ) ; 2 Fh ZHEH)
distinct /d1s'tinkt/ a. different in kind; separate 4 Jift i #2E A [F] 19
oxygen /oksidzan/ n. &KX : :
evidence /'evidans/ n. anything that makes clear or proves sth. #& 4§ ; ilE &
“ decomposition /di:kompa'zif an/ n. ;R
/roughly [rafli/ ad. approximately # B #b ; K Z
/ ecosystem /itkausistom/ n. 8BRS
absorb /ab'sa:b/ vt. to take (sth.) in, e.g. heat, light or a liquid, (fig) knowledge M Wit (4 ¥ {4 . #4 |
Ot HREE)
region /ri:d3an/ n. area or division with or without definite boundaries or characteristics [X 1, ; #,
77X



reflect /r1'flekt/

originate /a'rid31inert/
\/ indigenous /in'didzonas/
/v,x‘tribe [traib/

/ pharmacy /fa:masi/
/ fraction /freek[ an/
medicinal /ma'disanal/
property /'propati/

shot /[ bt/

diminish /dr'minz[/

/

J alarming /a'la:mmn/
acre /'eika/
major /'me1d3a/
/ deforestation /di: foris'te1f an/
devastate /'devastert/
/ extensive /1ks'tensiv/
vast /va:st/
/ cradle /krexdl/
unique /ju:'ni:k/
comparable /komparabal/

current /'karant/

Useful Expressions
|

refer to

have an effect on

play a key role in
make use of

make up

a fraction of

at an alarming rate

be comparable to/with

wipe sth. out

V.

B

»

s P

»

. (of a surface) to throw back (light, heat, sound) fz &t

to have as a cause or beginning & Jf ; & 4 ; K
native, belonging naturally to Z< + 4 ; + 4 () ; KA1

. racial group, esp. one united by language and customs, living as a community

under one or more chiefs ¥ 7% ; &%

2557 3 25 70 2 s B 245l 5 W 245 Ml s — it & R 24

small part or bit /N#43 ; FWt; number that is not a whole number 2% ; /> 5
having healing properties £ 254 i ; (JAE )G IF 0

special quality that belongs to sth. 4% ; J& 1 ; H: &

injection (of a drug) (Z54 2 ) 1E4¢ ; attempt to do sth.; try 2 [&] ; 1% 1=
to make or become less (f# ) 2> ; (f#) A5 /)

causing fear; disturbing {# A 44 i ; TR A B s PLELAL Y

measure of land, about 4000 sq. meters 3 g (Z) 4000 -7 AR )
greater or more important % K i) ; 3 8 B A0 ; FE )

FARBRAR ; BRARTF 4K,

to ruin; to make desolate 55 IR ; {i 3¢ 55t ; {1 1% B 4k

extending far; far-reaching ™~ M /Y ; 12 /Y

immense; extensive 5 A 9 ; 3L ¥ 19 ; KB

TR RUGH; KFEH

being the only one of its sort M — A4 ; #4549 ; TC 518 L 19

that can be compared ] H 82/ ; L 15 F Y

of the present time 4 {ij ] ; TL7E 1

W RR
Kif+e oo 8 AR W) 5 X - - AEAE

£

------ T7 R AF R AR A

IR ; 4

R, H AR

— /N4y

D8 PN P9 3

B[ A AT A5 e AR IR 16



Extra Expressions

rFf fr r f ¢ € ¢ ¢ € ¢ € € CCC € € € €€ € € €€ CCC € € €€ € CCC ¢ €€ € €

landfill & 3% 3 1 3 \_greenhouse effect J§ & %
\/ ozone layer R 2 ultraviolet radiation 4% #p 2% 38 &t

sandstorm b7k 2 \ tornado 1 % X,

hurricane & Jx{ drought +8

soil conservation 4= R yolcanic eruption 1L &

smog % s v Acid rain B

famine VL3¢ natural disaster H R K &

desertification ¥4k afforestation 18 #4 1& Ak

endangered species i lff K 4 i) ¥ F industrial emissions T\l HE )

vegetation 18 8 continent A fifi

terra firma Kﬁ’iﬂ; coast i &

meadow 1% prairie (K)% i

pond i 3 marsh, bog, swamp {8 %

desert b dune ¥

oasis &M virgin forest J& #5 ZE Ak

Notes

1. X F A that 5| F R E B NG, EAE LR FBEMIL AR . 7EEH M A that i 3 75 6 R AT 4 8% BB AT LA
B, AR IR SCH B A RE T8 D
A rain forest is an environment that receives high rainfall and is dominated by tall trees.
WM RERE K KBS XKW K BRI,
Tropical rainforests used to be referred to as the “lungs of the world” because of the large amount of oxygen (that) they
produce. i A 7=t K Bt 0B, BV R MR I B BRRAE N “HE R 2 M,
— =
Approximately 80 percent of the food (that) we eat originated in tropical rainforests.
FERMZH B, KRAH 80%HER IR T A Mk,
Without rainforests, we wouldn 't have the seeds that produce coffee and chocolate...
BA WK, FATTRE B A A 7 e A T 5T S B R e
Over 25 percent of our medicines come from plants that originated in rainforests...
EATHIZ58 ,25%L) Eok AR IE TRASREY) -
2. @) nov/so HULE S BT ) TR AEIEE I , 0 B 6 BUA KO 5C 0 3E AL 53 51 0 A s 4, mor PRI T 25540,
so HFHEM: T
"Withbﬁﬁeﬁ%&ests, we wouldn’t have the seeds that produce coffee and chocolate, and nor WME: have tomatoes,
potatoes, rice, bananas, pineapples and corn. & 4 i AK , 3 18k B A A= 7= ol Mk 1 15 58 77 /4 MM EHRINERSH &
A EE ROk EFE ES REX,

As these cultures are lost, so is their extensive knowledge of the vast resources of the rainforest.

B X L UL AT 2K, RS A SE AR KRBT IR T Z M ARk T .




He has never been to London, nor has his mother. fth )\ % 25 & 25, A9 19 10t % A 20 .
“Tom cannot afford a car.” “Norcanl.” “FHlLAELE ., "“RBEAE, 7
He speaks very fluent English and so does his sister. {13 i& 15 R i #5 , th A9 R ok th—FF .

Reading Comprehension

There are 5 questions or unfinished statements below. For each question or statement there
are 4 choices marked A, B, C and D. You should read the text within 10 minutes and make the
best answer based on the text.

1. Judging from the context, what does the word “extinction” (Para. 7) mean?
A. Deforestation of the rainforest.
B. Loss of valuable medicines.
£. The devastating effect of deforestation on the rainforest tribes.
D. Dying out of an entire species.
2. It can be inferred from the passage that
A. westerners don 't like most of the fruits made use of by indigenous tribes
B. many species lived and died without ever being noticed by man
_C. because of the destruction of rainforests, rainforest tribes will lose their extensive knowle-
dge of the vast resources of rainforests
D. the dying species can cure cancer
3. Which of the following statements about rainforests is true?
A. Rainforests provide us with the majority of the food we eat.
“B. A cure for cancer or other modern-day diseases might come from some rainforest plants.
C. Rainforests are the lungs of the world because their plants produce a great deal of oxygen
and can contribute to the world’ s oxygen supply.
D. Rainforests absorb heat from the sun and as a result, these regions reflect no heat into the
atmosphere.
4. What is the chief purpose of this essay?
A. To arouse readers’ interest in the diversity of rainforests.
B. To inform people that rainforests are the main cradle of life on the earth.
C. To tell people the deforestation of rainforests will make rainforest tribes disappear.
~D—To remind people of the urgency of preserving our rainforests.
5. Which of the following best describes the author?
A. He is very concerned about our rainforests.
B. Heis quit/eigdifferent to the present state of our rainforests.
W C. He'is optimistic about the future of rainforests.
D. He is pessimistic about the future of rainforests.

A T




Focus on Words

€ dominate V. Geif ;s STBE; il 5L
»Examples: A great man can dominate others by force of his character.
BANRELAAAG ) 1 B GE R A .

Sports, not learning, seem to dominate in that school. FR AT &KL FLAMAE £, AR%ET .
My mother completely dominates the family and makes all the decisions.
KRBT LR RIGME, BT A P E &R b o
2) vt. {ff il

> Example:  The whole valley is dominated by this mountain. 3 J& 11 {ff llfs & &N LU A .

JRAEiR):  dominant a. FGLIGILHY ; b EFHUALH s B RHE W

»Example:  P&G s in a dominant position in market of the daily chemical products.

FWEAREHRETI™ RS A

¥ locate vt fdi-eeee A Y% F ; (be located) fif F
» Examples:  Apartments located away from the main road usually fetch higher prices than those near the road.
B B E RO A A BOE R AR T KB A B RESE  E AT MR
The company wishes to locate its new office in a business center.
2N A IR I A SR E R L L .
Wt BGE e G H 25 s 25 B - {14 3 5
» Examples:  Keep talking with the kidnapper for a few minutes and we will be able to locate him.
S58RSFRFILMHEE  RINBAEEHEMTENLET .
With the help of the Hope Project, he located the addresses of two poor rural kids and started to send
them money regularly.
BERAFETE, MR TRAKERAEN S TETFHFHRERFERAMI.
JR4iA]:  location n. a place or position {3 & ; 3%
> Example:  Witnesses showed the police the exact location of the accident.
B EmEEEATERRENERID S

@ distinct 2 1) readily distinguishable from others 4: f sl # 2E AR [F 9 3 0 FF i (% 5 from £ )
» Examples:  Silk is distinct from rayon in every respect. ZE &4 F H EZ B AEZBARE .
Keep the two ideas distinct. ¥ 33 ¥ 4 W & X 43 7F
2) ERA ;BB R ERA BB
» Examples:  The footprints are quite distinct; they must be fresh. 5 $& £ W iEMWi 5 ¥, —ER—RAAMBE T H,
The earth’s shadow on the moon was quite distinct. H Bk _E #4313k B 22 18 1& 0 .
kAR . distinctly ad. ¥& 28 ; B8 B #b
» Example:  Even though they were whispering to each other, | could hear distinctly what they were saying.
B {65t 7] 76 ELAH B3 , 3R 30 22 BB 175 B b U L A 1T B3
YRA: i  distinction n.
1) [Cl 5! 5 ffflﬁ]'

» Examples: You are old enough to draw/make a distinction between right and wrong.
HRELEKKRT , NiZEBABRIET .



