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An Album of Landscape Paintings by Fan Baowen
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Fan Baowen, (1935 —

professor of traditional Chinese painting and former dean of Dept. of Fine Art of

) ,born in Jiangsu, China, is a famous painter and

Nanjing Normal University . He was graduated in 1958, and has been a teacher at
his Alma Mater ever since.He gained his fame in 1960’ s in fine art.In 1970’s
he began to devote himself to the study and creation of moutains —and — waters
painting. He compromised the merits of Chinese and Western styles in his
works , making them a fusion of feelings with the natural settings and full of rich
flavour of life. With iridescence of the watercolour, bold strokes, and mellow
taste , Prof .Fan’ s works boast of an original style.Fan Baowen’s paintings are
often exhibited in the art shows both at home and abroad and many of them are
prize — winning and enshrined by the museums and galleries .

Prof.Fan has visited many places round the world since 1980’s. Wherever
he went he would give lectures and held art exhibitions.In 1986, he paid a visit
to Osaka, Nara and Aichi in Japan, and in 1988, he visited New York City and
the states of Atlanta, Geogia,New York of America.Later,he travell_ed in Europe
where he visited Vienns and Slovenia, and took part in the gatherings of the fa-
mous Artists Camp in Europe . Recently ,he went to Singapore and Malaysia for a
visit .

Prof.Fan is also a prolific author.His publications include monographes,
How to Sketch
paintings , Selected sketches of Famous Mountains and Rivers, China, a land of Charm and
Beauty — Pantings by prof. Fan Baowen, Sellections of Paintings by Fan Baowen, Moun-
tains — and — Waters Paintings by Fan Baowen .

and  Techniques and Skills in Watercolour paintings, and albums of

Prof.Fan was introduced in TV programmes both at home and in Ameri-
ca. Techniques and Skills in Landscape Painting — An Introduction of Prof. Fan Baowen and
his Paintings is a special TV programme produced by Asian Art Center, Atalanta,
U.S.A. and was televized nationwide in the country.Some other TV pro-
grammes were also made and televized at home, Mountains and Waters Under the
Magic Pen of Prof. Fan Baowen, and Fan Baowen and his Skills in Mountains — and —
Waters Paintings .

Prof.Fan Baowen is now the vice chairman of Artists Association, Jiangsu
China, member of the council of International Culture Exchange Center Jiangsu,
China, deputy director of Xu Beihong Scholarship Committee, vice chairman of
Wende Landscape Painting Resesrch Ceter, member of the editorial board of The
Dictionary of the Achievement of World Chinese Artists, member of the editorial
board of A Guide to the International Who’s Who.
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Prof . Fan Baowen and

Whenever I visit a gallery or thumb through newspapers and magazines, the
paintings by Prof.Fan Baowen would certainly capture my special attention. That’ s
because I know him and so well at that, for we have maintained friendship for over
thirty years .

In my early years, I was once a teacher of fine art, and later, I turned to the
creation of mountains — and — water paintings in Jiangsu Institute of Traditional
Chinese Painting, which made me bear more similarties with Prof.Fan.

In 1970 s. Fan Baowen made a diversion from the Western painting to Chinese
pamting. From that time on, he often brought me some of his works and exchanged
views with me. oppertunities greatly increased for us to meet each other and get to
know each other. Seeing his conspicuous achievements in these years. I, surely. feel
oratified .

Prof . Fan owed much of his accomplishment to the guidance from those masters
of art in China such as Fu Baoshi, Chen Zhifo and Lu Sibai. who taught him in
1950"s.Ever since he was retained to work as a teacher in his Alma Mater after
graduation, he has put all his efforts on the study of the theories of both Western
and Chinese paintings for the need of teaching and laid a solid foundation in both
theory and practice . which made him a very successful teacher in art education and a
celebrated artist in China.

Prof.Fan shows his talent in many fields. As early as in 1960 s, he gained his
fame by his consummate skill in the Western watercolour painting, which, later, he

compromised into his traditional Chinese paintings to make them of an original
style. He also had a thorough study of the techniques of Chinese painting, learning
the skills of the famous artists in Tang and Song Dynasties, especially the realistical
method in painting of Song.

In recent years, he often went abroad to give lectures and make researches, that
naturally broadened his view and deepened his knowlage of fine art of the world.
The combination of Chinese painting traditon and the innovative ideas has added
some distinctive features to Prof. Fan’s creation. With the iridescence of the colour
and ink, artistic conception of boldness and gracefulness and with the flowing and
lucid stroke and mellow and simple style, the pictures in this album such as The
Dreams of Jiuzhaigou, Luxuriant Spring in South China, A Majestic Scene of North
China and The Scenery of Bled Lake at the Foot of Alps represent the peculiar
character of Fan's paintins .

As a landscape painter, Prof.Fan pays special attention to painting from life,

he persists in drawing and sketching from nature for years and has become a master

his Landscape Paintings

— Song Wenzhi

hand at it. He follows the truth that close observation brings a thorough under-
standing of the inner vitality. When he copies the natural scenery. he concentrates
both his eyes and mind upon the object for quite some time before he puts it into his
painting. which always results in works with adequate selection and exquisite com-
position, whether in Chinese painting or in charcoal sketching. The experiences in
this of his predecessors are always examples for him to follow: Fu Baoshi usually
aquired a general impression of the natural object first and visualized it in his mind
over and again when he was back before he began to paint while Li Koran first made
a draft on his observation and then matched it to the recolections in his mind to
make adjustrhent and polish. Though Fan Kuan and Huang Gongwang. each had
their own way, they received benofits from imitating the nature . Enlightened by all
those masters. Fan Baowen lays much emphesis on this fundamental principle and
tries hard to put it into his practice. In doing so. Prof. Fan not only stresses on the
likeness in form but also on the likeness in spirit by using the method of artistic
exaggeration and romanticism. I hold that the combination of realism and romant-
cism is the principle in artistic creation of Prof. Fan Baowen. and that is where the
charm and captivation of his works are. such as The Boundless Baitoushan Moun-
tains. A Majestic Scene in North China. Threshold of Spring of the South and
Aromous Feelins of South China.

Being a true artist, Fan Baowen' s love for nature is boundless. He has so far
visited almost all the famous mountains and rivers, leaving his footmarks all over
China, taking cream from nature. I was once proud of my travelling ten thousand
miles across the land for my early creations, however. Mr.Fan has surpassed me
here. Art cannot be seperated from life and time, to sing the praises of life and our
time and represent the beauty of motherland are the duty of artists. and Prof. Fan is
such an artist with his duty always in mind.

Prof. Fan is quick to learn and modest by nature, fruitful as he is, he is

making headway on the road of art in his neverending exploration. He shows re-
spect to his teachers, cordialaty to his comrades and loving care for his students. He
is a good example in his personality, in artistic achievements and in his"work as a
teacher. The present sellection of his paintings is, I think, an evidence of his per-
sistent pursuit of the highest realm of art.
Now, Prof. Fan Baowen is just in the prime of his years, with an even brighter
future unfolded before him. Old as I am. I won’t suffer to lag behind, I will, to-
gather with him, try to make breakthrough in the artistic creation and to greet the
brighter future of Chinese art.
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A Majestic Scene of North China
Langiao Waterfall in Tainshan Mountain
Autumn Forests in Morilang

The Beauty of Songfan in Jiuzhaigou  (part)
The Beauty of Songfan in Jiuzhaigou

The Captivating Sight of Waterfall in Norilang
A Lake of a Riot of Colour

A Sea of Forest Green

Aromour Feelings of Lijiang River
Throshold of Spring in the South
Living n a Picture

The Watarfall of Huangguoshu
Serenity of a Mountain Villa

Spring Morning by the Li jiang River
In the Depth of Shade

Attractions of the South

Gracefulness of Spring in South China
Lingering Mind of Mountains
Picturesque Xishuang Banna

Under the Fernleaf Hedge Bamboo
Early Spring in South China

Life — giving Rain

Rice Fields in Mountainous Regions

A Sight of Harvest

Dragon Spring of Wutai Mountain
The White Pagoda of Wutai Mountain
Ancient Temple in Wutai Mountain
Ancient Temple in Wutai Mountain ~ (part)
In the midst of the Green Shade

Luxuriance of Charm and Beauty of Yangsuo
A Scenary of Ganlanba
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Spring is in the Air

A View of Wutai Mountain

Ascending

Propitious Portent

Towering into the Clouds

Bled Lake at the Foot of Alps(Slovenia)
Bled Lake at the Foot of Alps (part)

On the Street of Ljubljana

Suburb of Ljubljana

A Scene of Apls

Winter Snow

Ancient Castle

Waterfall in the Mountains

Gurgling Spring

A Sea of Clouds in the Yellow Mountain
Shixin Peak of the Yellow Mountain
Clouds — locked Mountains

A Breathtaking Singht of Sea of Clouds of the Yellow Mountan
A Distant View of Ridge of Chingling Mountain
Bathed i the Morning Sun

No Intention to be the Spring’s Pride (part)
No Intention to be the Spring’s Pride
Fragrant Snow

A Wnter View of Plum Garden in Wuxi
Graceful Peak and Waterfall

In the Shade of Banyan

Confucius Temple

At the Slope of Langya Mountain
Autumn Clouds viewed in the Mountains
Hukou Waterfall of the Yellow River
Clouds and Mists in the Yellow Mountain
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Langiao Waterfall in Taishan Mountain
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Autumn Forests in Norilang 1991 4F
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The Beauty of Songfan in Jiuzhaigou 1994 4F
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The Captivating Sight of Waterfall in Norilang
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A Lake of a Riot of Colour 1994 4




n 1
E &
X
° 2
X 2
m
X
e}
o
g
i
<
P
=
L
[<B]
—
D
k7
5
T =
agl 5
R ©
B 3
HY <




WYL 138cm x 69cm
1994 4

Aromour Feelings of Lijiang River
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