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Travel for the Spirit
Wu Xu

In the Sichuan Basin of Southwest China along Earth’s
mysterious 30th Parallel, at the starting point of Sichuan Basin’
s ascent to the roof of the world, there lies a stretch of mystical
land: Ya’an.

There, you can find vast forests, secluded valleys, clean
torrents, giant pandas which have existed on earth for 3 million
years, and fragrant dove flowers from remote antiquity. With
generous natural endowments, this land has witnessed the slash-
and-burn cultivation of ancient people, the mysterious Qingyi
Qiang Kingdom and Tea Horse Road.

Great civilizations are always established along the ebb
and flow of famous rivers. The Nile River nourished the ancient
Egyptian civilization, while the Ganges nurtured the ancient
Indian civilization. To an even greater extent the everlasting
Chinese civilization has been dependent on the Yangtze and
Yellow Rivers.

Rich in nature, history and culture, Ya’an also finds it’s
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origins from the resources of the Qingyi and the Dadu Rivers.

Qingyi River, called in ancient times “Ruoshui” and “Pingqiang-
jiang”, has its origin in Shuxiying between the Qionglai Mountain Range
and the Jiajin Mountain. Its main source is Baoxing River, which meets
Tianquan River and Yingjing River at Feixian Pass, the point where
Qingyi River got its name as well as the dividing line between the upper
and lower reaches of Qingyi River.

Dadu River, called “Moshui” in ancient times, has its origin in the
south foot of Bayankela Mountain. After meeting the Greater Jinchuan
and Lesser Jinchuan in Danba County, the river is thus named.

Ya’an’s seven counties and one district are eight brilliant pearls along
the banks of Qingyi and Dadu Rivers.

Any culture in any region is determined by the living conditions of the
region. Qingyi River and Dadu River flow through two different areas of
Ya’an and have shaped two different cultures. With Daxiangling Mountain
Range as border for the region, Qingyi River zigzags in the northern
section featuring pleasant drizzle, beautiful landscape and exuberant
vegetation; while Dadu River gallops in the southern portion featuring
plenty sunshine, chilly wind, high mountain ranges and precipitous cliffs,
The people of the Qingyi River cultural region were elegant and refined,
thus called the “Ya Culture”. Those in the Dadu River cultural region were
considered unconstrained, unsophisticated and straightforward, and called
the “Li Culture”.
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Two rivers, two regions and two cultures are harmoniously integrated
here. Amidst China’s vast cultural ocean, the profound and rich Ya’an
Culture is like an ever-flowing clear stream.

The pages of this book will walk you through a natural heaven and

cultural forest. On a special journey of the soul in a living Eden, we will

enter Ya’an to have a unique experience in our life.
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