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Foreword

Michael Keane
(Principal Research Fellow, CCI)

Of all the cities in China Chengdu left me with the deepest im-
pression. When I departed from Shuangliu Airport after a very brief
conference visit in November 2011, I promised to find out more about
this wonderful place, the gateway to Western China. I had enjoyed
the local hospitality, the fine architectural styles and of course the
food and wine. But I had only begun to acquaint myself with the his-
tory and the tradition of the city.

A place steeped in culture, the city of Chengdu dates back to the
end of the Warring States period. Throughout history Chengdu was
always a romantic and open city. During the Northern Song Dynasty,
it was the starting point of the southern Silk Road. The feeling of
warmth is evident today in the streets: people express themselves
with playful energy and passion: they talk loudly in the Sichuan dia-
lect, eating spicy foods, and drinking tea.

For me Chengdu is associated with famous cultural personalities
who showed their creative powers in different ways. Li Bai and Du
Fu wrote hundreds of poems during their time in Chengdu. Lu You
was inspired to be creative after coming to Chengdu. The creative
military exploits of Zhuge Liang are synonymous with the area.

In this impressive book Prof Yang Yongzhong has explored the
heart and soul of Chengdu. His account brings together traditional
culture and modern knowledge with the study of economic develop-
ment. The book traces Chengdu’s creative economy from its roots in

Shu culture to its modern expression in the form of creative clusters



like the East Chengdu Music City. Chengdu is changing but it retains
its historical significance.

This is an important book and will be of great interest to scho-
lars and policy makers. Prof Yang introduces new ideas from the
field of creative industries research. These insights are relevant not
just for Chengdu and Sichuan Province but also for the nation as it
transforms its model in the 21st century.

In the past three decades the rate of change in China has been
extraordinary. Unsurprisingly, most attention is focused on the large
coastal cities. It is important to acknowledge the role that Chengdu is
playing in the modernisation of China’s interior. It is the gateway to
the west of China, echoing its role a thousand years ago. However it
is also a gateway for the world to see the real China.

In the 21st century Chengdu is reaching out to the world!

Chengdu’ s Shuangliu Airport is modern and efficient. The
downtown area is bustling and prosperous. Chengdu has many uni-
versities and research institutes, It is a place where a scholar would
feel comfortable, as it was in the past. A visit to the Wide Alley and
Narrow Ally Street opens our eyes to the city’s relationship with the
rest of China, with Tibet in the South and West, with the Manchu
and Mongolian nationalities who came from the north. This heritage
is important and it is preserved in a way that accommodates the lifes-
tyles of local people while opening up the district for modern
tourism.

The creative economy is an important idea. However it must be
developed with care. If its development is too commercial then it be-
comes a superficial facade. Creativity is something that comes from
within culture, yet creativity is a different force than culture: it
needs to be understood at a deep level. Culture is what holds us to-
gether: our values, traditions, norms, languages and shared mea-
nings. Creativity challenges culture to adapt. It offers culture a
chance to evolve.

Like the food of Sichuan, the city of Chengdu has many fla-



vours. The future is bright. I believe the whole world will come to
know about Chengdu: it is a matter of time.
Prof Yang’s book is a major contribution to understanding

Chengdu’s creative transformation.

December 2011.
CCI, Queensland University of Technology, Australia.
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