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GUZHONG

Born in Nanjing, Jiangsu.

Systematic learning do draw at art group in Beijng Jingshan Children's Palace,
Joining the P.L.A and conducting artistic work;

Majoring in oil painting at Art Academy of P L. A,

Lecturing at Central Academy of Arts & Design;,

Learning Language in St Petersburg, Russia,

Studying at Russian Repin Academy of Fine Arts & won the M.A. degree,

Lecturing at Beijing Education Colleage.

Lecturing at Art Department of Beijing University;

Assisant Professor at Art Department of Beijing University;

Painting Autumn Charm, 2nd Ten Thousand Coastline Photography Exhibition,

Poster design for War & Peace, Germany, design exhibition for international book's binding and layout .
St. Peterburg, Personal exhibition in Russian Repin Academy of Fine Arts.

Bathing Maid, Exhibition in South Korea and was collected,

Large—scaled landscape mural China Scenery was collected by Chinese Consulate in St. Pertersburg,
Responsible for the design and furnishing of China Golden Leaf Hotel

St. Petersburg united exhibition for overseas Chinese in the State Gallery .

Two oil painting were collected by Foreign Ministry Building of P.R.China,

Beijing Exhibition for '98 Oil Painting Research Class in Yiyuan Gallery, International
China Gallery, Exhibition of 100 China contemporary Renowned Oil Painters,

An Exhibition of Gu Zong's Oil Painting at China Arts Museum,

Beijing Crown Plaza, Exhibition of "Reflection of Nature"

"Walking from Repin Acedemy of Art" Exhibition In Moon River Beijing,

Gu Zong Oil Painting at China Arts Museum,

Three works were collected by Xiyi Art Gallery Taiwan,

An Exhibition of Gu Zong's Oil Painting at Beihang University

China Gallery, Exhibition for 1st Oil Painting of Beijing Oil Painting Committee;
"Father's Oceac" auctioned at Zhongding International Auction

Academician of Academy of Art,Global Peace Tour of World—famous Chinese Artists in Kyrgyzstan

Honoray Professor of Repin Academy of Fine Arts & honorary member of Russian Artist Committee, Global Peace Tour of World—famous Chinese Artists in Russia

Golden Creative Award of college of arts and science Uzbekistan, Global Peace Tour of World—famous Chinese Artists in Uzbekistan
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PREFACE

When you open this book with this self-introduction, you will get to see the real me in daily life with my thoughts, my feelings and my artistic experience in the every stage of my lifetime,.

I was born in Nanjing Military Institute in 1958. My father who was born in the south of Yangze River devoted himself into the revolution in his early ages. He learned Chinas handwriting and engraving
by which he made many like-minded friends. Moreover, during the time of the Cultural Revolution in China, he bought quite a lot beautiful old-style furniture from second-hand shops. All of these had
a great influence on me. Introduced by an acquaintance of my mother when she was working in Beijing University, I went to study art in Beijing Jingshan Children’s Palace in 1975. There were many
talented students in the class such as Wang Mingming, i Mingming, Ren Jianguo, etc. It was in there that I started to learn painting systemically. It was in there that I got to know Russian Oil Painting
and sketch systems of Repin and Surikov through the lectures by Mr. Zhang Wenxin and Mr. Zhuang Yan. And it was in there that I made up my mide to be an academic painter and devote myself to art.
This determination got stronger through my two-year study afterwards in Art Academy of PLA from 1985 to 1987. Many famous artists, such as Jin Shangyi, Pan Shixun, Zhang Xinnuo, Cui Kaixi, Yang
Lingui and Liu Tianming gave lectures to me during the two years, which made me more on the academic road. In my opinion, the so-called academic painter, means a good basic training and a strong

academic theory research spirit.

In January 1992, I got on the train heading to the North for a snowy country — Russia. After a two-day rest in Moscow, I continued going further north to my holy dream city —St. Petersburg, where the

rivers and buildings are all melting with art. It was so fantastic.

After an 8- month language course and recommended by Mr. and Mrs. Shao Dazhen from Central Academy of Fine Arts, I managed to enter Russian Repin Academy of Fine Arts and started studying
in Mural painting studio of Milnikov. It’s what I dreamed for long that I can enter this school. Since Chinese students in Russian Repin Academy of Fine Arts in 1950-1960s are now all senior experts
and consultants of China’s art academies, Russian Repin Academy of Fine Arts had a great influence on China’s art field. My supervisor, Mr. Milnikov, went to China twice for giving lectures in 1950s and
1990s. He loved Chinese art very much and was very friendly to Chinese people. Quite a lot painting books and articles introducing him were published in recent years and his artworks were cherished and
studied by many people, by which we can know that his influence on China’s art field is still increasing. As one of his students, I myself shall make more effort to explore both oriental and western art, to

value the advantage of overseas art essence and to develop art tradition of our own country.

After 5 years of study, I graduated with a very good grade in the summer of 1996 and got my master degree. My graduate work “China Scenery” was collected by Chinese consulate general in St.
Perersburg, | felt sorrowful when 1 was right to leave St. Petersburg for China. Tt might be the attachment deeply in my heart to the beauty of this city. I painted a series of artwork, such as “The Summer
Garden”, “The Iraq Cardiff Church and Sacchi”, “Repin Academy Paiting Studio”, “Neva River”, etc. I wanted to bring this beautiful scenery back to China in this way. In the year of 1998, I created a

»

series of oil paintings representing the memories of my overseas study life in Russia, such as “Neva River Impression”, “Autumn Church”, “Summer Church”, “Forest Church™. In 2001, I felt the sunny



Russia again when I went on the sketch journey in south Gansu Province with Cheng Xiangjun from Academy of Art and Design of Tsinghua University and brought out oil painting works of “Lablin

2«

Temple Square”, “Lablin Temple Grass”, “Lablin Temple in Distance”, “Arguing sutra platform”, “The Market”, “Wrangler Girl” etc.

In the early summer of 2002, I drove back to my hometown Taixin. I got out of the car when I came to a canal with some boats on it beside Yangtze River. A nameless feeling came to me, a 40-year-
old person, when I saw to the sun. What a life journey! We started the journey with a beautiful will heading to a bright future, but there will always be dilemmas in front of us, to be or not to be? It’s a
question. We can’t stop our feet with a feeling of the fear of loss; we always need responsibility and the spirit of confidence. “You don’t hesitate when you have already made the decision”, that’s my life

experience, which indicates life is limited to every one of us. With this life experience, I created 3 pieces of oil paintings in one month in the special mood and emotion to these “poor” canals.

This is the first time that I mix the Chinese painting spirit with the western oil painting technique. My teacher and the People's Exploits Artist of Repin Academy of Fine Arts, Mr. Milnikov always said:
“No ethnic, no international”. As a Chinese oil painter, it’s my responsibility to do this practical work to communicate the Chinese and Western art. In the creation of oil painting “At a distance™, T tried
my best to meet the free feeling of traditional Chinese painting. In artistic conception, I paid attention to the empty and far-reaching spirit, and tried to bring a hazy mood to the audience. In addition, I

did the grass in front with Realistic gimmick, using modern art language different with the traditional one.

It is the feeling of guessing the future life which is deeply-rooted in our real life that I want to express in this series of oil paintings with the empty and hazy mood of Chinese traditional art. Of course,

there will be one thousand Hamlet in one thousand audiences, Oil painters can’t force every audience read his heart.

It has been a long time since 1 came back to China from Russia. I always tell myself, T should always learn from the predecessors who had studied in Russia! I should keep painting and keep feeling! 1
should exchange what 1 got through these year of painting and teaching with my working fellows and the public! Mr. Shao Dazhen once said | “Why art is considered as a creation, is just because it is
originated from soul and responded to objective nature, not indifferently copying and depicting.” The attitude and ways of response decides the artists” style and taste. We can’t choose our talent, but we

can try our best to change our art quality. So every artist need to do more life and art practice.

Gu Zong March 2011 Wangjing Studio
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