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Part One: Objective of the Unit (T3 3] B#R)

[ . Key Words and Phrases

1. Words

cease nonetheless boredom rim shimmer stir

droop spurt interlace astonishment bristle beneath
advertise reply scrawl contract payment neighborhood
purchase interest incredible stun significance marvelous
accomplishment underprivileged tighten

2. Phrases

hold one’s breath in effect come over keep off

fill up throw away to one’s astonishment

II. Language Structures

1. After that night, the Master and Salek played the Corelli duet, their bows waving in thin air, just
thin air.

2. Despite knowing that I was about to make a terrible business decision, I delivered the piano to her
and told her I would carry the contract myself at $10 a month with no interest, and that 52
payments.

3. Being a pianist of myself, [ was stunned by her playing, and I moved to a table beside her where I
could listen and watch.

4. 1did have to go to my room, because men don’t like to be seen crying in public.
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[1I. Exercises for PRETCO (Level A)

Part Two: Text Exercises

I . Translate the following phrases and expressions from Chinese into English. (Passage 1)

9 )

R4 48+
B S

56 3 B SE T
J# AF R IR

DN

7o i

T 5 B SR IL
. WNTHEA

10. F

11. #3k

12. FFARE

I[. Match the English phrases and expressions in the left column with the Chinese ones in the
right column. (Passage 2)

L L

A B
1. in effect a. dELEIRCHL
2. finance company b. LR
3. look up c. WMERHW
4. with no interest d. FHEAH
5. drive away e. Lfrt, FELE
6. come over f. BATRE
7. be least likely to g ik KEINE
8. keep the chickens off the piano h. (8RS, EEBEEAN, HiE
9. throw away i. B, ¥
10. marvelous accomplishment j. WEEF
11. terribly underprivileged k. P38, HhF

I1I. Fill in the blanks with the proper words given below, changing the form if necessary.

boredom underprivileged payment neighborhood interest

reply astonishment stir marvelous advertise
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. During childhood, everybody requires that you be obedient and not _______ up trouble.
. The lowering of _ rates will act as a stimulant to economic growth.

. Some big companies _____their products by sponsoring big sports events.

. You may imagine their _ at finding the room empty.

. You can get a grandstand view of everything here and the spread is

AN L AW N ==

. He set up Scottish International Educational Trust with $1 million to help __ Scots go to
college.

7.In__ toyour letter of April 22nd, we are sending you our latest catalogue and the price list.

8. He started off enthusiastically but at some point along the line _ set in.

9. He keeps pushing me for _ of the debt.

10. Family, , community are apple pie virtues, and unavoidable in political rhetoric.

IV. Rearrange the words into sentences.

1. I, a young man, I, as a salesman, for a piano company, when, was, worked

2. the old lady, writing to us, for $10 a month, and, that, she, stop, a new piano , I, told, I, could,
not ,sell, should

. and, told, to keep the chickens off, it, I, it, where, rain on it, her, put, least likely to

. came, as agreed , all 52 of them, was, incredible, the payments, in, it, that

. that, it, barefoot girl , was, the, little, it, occurred to, me, suddenly

A U B W

. insisted on, when, would have sold her, no one, a piano of any kind, the grandmother, a red
mahogany piano

V. Structure practice: Rewrite the following sentences after the given models.

Model 1: Although I knew that I was about to make a terrible business decision, I delivered the
piano to her.
Despite knowing that I was about to make a terrible business decision, I delivered the
piano to her.

1. Although she wanted to see him again, she refused to reply to his letters.

2. However, we have no choice but to carry out price reform, and we must do so though there are all

risks and difficulties.

3. Helen Keller made an impact on the world even though she was deaf, dumb and blind from an

early age.
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Model 2: As I was a pianist of myself, I was stunned by her playing, and I moved to a table
beside her where I could listen and watch.
Being a pianist of myself, I was stunned by her playing, and I moved to a table beside

her where I could listen and watch.

1. Because she was sick, Jessie was absent from school and stayed at home.

2. Because I don’t know her address, I can’t write to her.

3. As he has not done his homework, he stayed at home while others of his family went to the movies.

Model 3: I had to go to my room, because men don’t like to be seen crying in public.
I did have to go to my room, because men don’t like to be seen crying in public.

1. He showed remarkable courage when he confronted danger.

2. She feels awkward as everyone except her is in evening dress.

3. I like those TV programs which enlighten the viewer as well as entertain him.

VI. Fill in the following blanks with the words or phrases you have learned from passage 1.

Salek had never __ playing his music, he had no violin and no bow when was in the
barracks. _ , he found the Master Violinist among the prisoners who were marched into the barracks.
Salek felt very sorry for him and tried to talk with him at the first two nights, but he didn’t __ . At the
third night, Salek played the music instead of calling him. After Salek finished the music and opened his
eyes, he found the Master Violinist was looking at him. The Master Violinist had heard the music. After
that night on, the two persons played together, and all those in the camp _ to listen to it with
great . One night, the guard _ the barracks, and the barracks silent weeping
when the dreadful march of numbers drummed on and on. When the last number was called, Salek found
it was the Master Violinist’s. So he quickly ___ and stood beneath the Master Violinist, __ that
he would go instead of the Master Violinist. He asked the Master Violinist to stay for the joy, to stay for

the music. And it seemed that Salek got what he deserved.
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VIl. Reading Comprehension

Passage 1
Americans have contributed to many art forms, like jazz, a type of music, which is one of the art

forms that started in the United States. Black Americans, who sang and played the music of their
homeland, created jazz.

Jazz is a mixture of African music, the work songs the slave sang, and religious music. Improvisation
(BF %) is an important part of jazz. This is why a jazz song might sound a little different each time it is
played.

Jazz bands formed in the late 1800s. They played in bars and clubs in many towns and cities of the
South, especially New Orleans. New Orleans is an international seaport, and people from all over the
world come to New Orleans to hear jazz.

Jazz became more and more popular. By the 1920s, jazz was popular all over the United States. By
the 1940s, you could hear jazz not only in clubs and bars, but in concert halls as well. Africa, South
America and Europe meet and share their music at festivals on every continent. In this way jazz continues
to grow and change.

1. Jazz is a kind of music which is created by

A. Americans
B. Black Americans
C. Africans
D. European
2.Ittook about  years to make jazz popular in the United States.
A. 80
B. 200
C. 40
D. 120
3. Which of the following is NOT TRUE?
A. Jazz is now popular all over the world.
B. Jazz is a mixture of African music, the work songs the slave sang and religious music.
C. Jazz bands made their first appearance in the late 1800s.
D. New Orleans lies in the North of the United States.
4. From the text, it can be inferred that
A. jazz may become more popular as times goes on
B. jazz is only sung by the Black when working
C. American people are all jazz lovers

D. New Orleans is the place where jazz was first produced
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5. What can be the best title of the passage?
A. American Art Forms
B. The Development of Jazz
C. The Music of Black American
D. The Birthplace of Jazz

Passage 2

It is difficult to say exactly how the music we call “rock” or “rock and roll” began. Its roots go back
to many different countries and many different kinds of music and musicians.

Rock music developed mainly from the interaction of black African and white European music. The
Europeans and the African slaves who came to America during the seventeenth century, had their own
different kinds of music. Black Africans used heavy drumbeats, a rough singing voice, the calling of a
melody and answer of a chorus. The white Europeans, mostly the English and the Scots, used a stronger
melody, a less heavy beat, and instruments such as guitars, horns, and fiddles. The history of rock and roll
is the history of how rock developed from these two traditions.

From the seventeenth to the twentieth century, musicians in the southern United States developed two
new forms of music: the blues, usually played by blacks, and country music, played by whites. Black
musicians sang the blues accompanied by a guitar. This music was similar to work songs: stories of
troubles and pain, with lines that were repeated several times. The words “rock and roll” probably came
from the black churches in the South, where people sang spiritual music and danced to the strong rhythms,
which they called “rocking and reeling.” At the same time, whites were playing country music, which was
mostly traditional dancing music and slow songs that told sad stories. The singers were accompanied by
string instruments such as fiddles and guitars.

During this time, blues and country musicians had some influence on each other, but the influence
grew stronger after phonograph records became popular in the late nineteenth century.The birth of the
electric guitar changed country and blues music in the 1940’s. The sound of the electric guitar would
become the sound of rock and roll. No one thinks of early rock and roll without thinking of Elvis Presley,
the “King of Rock and Roll.” Elvis was an ordinary boy. He grew up poor, earned to sing in church, and
became a truck driver when he graduated from high school.

No one thought that this young man with the guitar would change popular culture. But after he
recorded two blues songs in Memphis, everything changed. He sang throughout the South and teenagers
went crazy over his amazing voice and his attractive performances. His music was an exciting mixture of
white country and black blues. With his long hair and tight pants, he became a teenage idol. In two years,
he was a national phenomenon.

Elvis’s career then went downhill. He went into the army, then stopped performing and made a series

of bad movies. He continued to record, but his music rarely had the life of his early songs. He remained
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the symbol of rock and roll, however, not only in the United States but also around the world. He died in

1977, at the age of 42, but his music did not die with him. Rock music continues to develop and change,

but the heart and soul of rock is the same heart and soul that Elvis expressed.

1.

The passage is mainly about

A. the life of Elvis Presley

B. the history of American music
C. the development of rock and roll

D. the development of black African and the white European music

. According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT TRUE?

A. It is quite easy to tell how “rock and roll” began.

B. Both the blues and country music were developed by the musicians in the southern United
States.

C. The blues and country music were developed in southern United States.

D. The blues and country music ever had influence on each other.

. The word “line” (Para. 3, Line 4) means

A. the rhythms of the work songs
B. a group of words in a passage
C. the strings of the guitar

D. a group of words in a song

. Which of the following statements is NOT mentioned in the passage?

A. Rock music developed mainly from the interaction of black African and white European music.

B. The development of rock and roll has something to do with the musicians in the south of United
States.

C. Without Elvis Presley there would be no rock and roll.

D. Elvis Presley played an important role in early rock and roll.

. By mentioning Elvis Presley in the last two paragraphs, the author intends to tell us

A. the role he played in rock and roll

B. how he became a teenage idol

C. why he went downhill

D. how he expressed the heart and soul of rock and roll

Part Three: Exercises for PRETCO

Part I Vocabulary & Sturcture

Directions: This part is to test your ability to use words and phrases correctly to construct meaningful and
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grammatically correct sentences. It consists of two sections.

Section A
Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. You are required to complete each statement by

choosing the appropriate answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

1. Youcan’t gohome  your work unfinished.

A. during B. until C. with D. as
2. But for your help, 1 the chance.

A. can’t get B. can’t have got C. haven’t got D. couldn’t have got
3. We’ll attend the ceremony __ we are invited.

A. lest B. until C. unless D. provided
4. It is announced that the next train

A. is to leave B. is about to leave  C. is to leaving  D. is about to leaving
5. This brand of products is superior __ others in quality.

A. with B. for C.to D. of
6.  made him such a good manager was the training that he had in ICUC.

A. What B. Which C. Who D. That
7. Any student  in English can apply for membership.

A. who has a keen interest B. with a keen interesting

C. who is keenly interesting D. when keenly interested
8. Because the first pair of shoes did not fit Lisa properly, the shop assistant showed her

A. another pair B. the other ones C. other shoes D. another shoes
9. There were other players as Wilt, but _ was skillful at shooting baskets.

A. no one else B. no another one

C. not any else one D. any other one
10. The authorities cannot work out _ in Guangzhou this spring.

A. businessmen that will come to the trade fair
B. which trade fair will attend the trade fair
'C. how many businessmen will attend the trade fair

D. where will the trade fair open

Section B
Directions: There are 10 incomplete statements here. You should fill in each blank with the proper form of
the word given in the brackets.
11. The thief tried to run away but gave up when he found himself __ (surround).
12. Please (label) all the boxes clearly so that we’ll know which one is ours and which one

belongs to you.
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13. I can never repay my parents for the many (sacrifice) they made for me.

14. Research shows that humor and fear are two ways to (motivate) students.

15. At first tea was produced only in China; it was later (transplant) to India and Japan.

16. A mother’s (bond) with her baby is an infinitely deep one that nothing can replace.

17. There was a deep-rooted racial (prejudice) long before the two country became rivals
and went to war.

18. Mary (resent) going work while her husband sits about the house all day.

19. You must have your letter neatly (print) so as to leave a good impression on the
receiver.

20. Neither the food nor the service (satisfy)the customers in this restaurant.

Part II Reading Comprehension

Directions: This part is to test your reading ability. There are five tasks for you to fulfill. You should read the

reading materials carefully and do the tasks as you are required.

Task 1
Directions: After reading the following passage, you will find five questions or unfinished statements,
numbered 21 through 25. For each question or statement there are four choices marked A, B, C
and D. You should make the correct choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer
Sheet with a single line through the center.

Country music is an American popular-music style. In its current form, country music is a
combination of two separate musical traditions: the styles of the Southeastern states and the music of the
Southwest, especially Texas. Both styles influence and were influenced by the blues and by black rural
dance music.

The first country artists to be widely known achieved popularity in the late 1920s. The music of these
performers was heard throughout the south during the 1920s and 1930s on radio programs.

By the 1950s, country music had become a significant force in pop music. Regular appearances on
the radio show made stars of many performers. The singer-song writer Hank Williams wrote four
million-seller songs in 1950, seven in 1951, and four more in 1953.

By the 1970s, some country musicians began combining country music with electric instruments,
creating a country rock sound.

21. What does “Both styles” (Para. 1, Line 3) refer to?

A. Country music style and the musical style of the Southeastern states.
B. The musical styles of the Southwestern states and the Southeastern states.
C. The Southwestern musical style and Texas musical style.

D. The styles of blues and the black rural dance music.
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22. Country music was not really an important pop music until the
A. 1920s B. 1930s C. 1940s D. 1950s
23. Hank Williams in 1951.
A. wrote seven million songs
B. sold seven million copies of his songs
C. wrote seven songs
D. sold seven million copies of his seven songs
24. Electric instruments add to country music a style of
A. rock music B. blues C. black music D. southern music
25. What do you think can be a proper title of this passage?
A. Hank Williams, A Great Singer and Songwriter
B. The Influence of Blues and Black Music
C. A Brief Introduction to Country Music
D. Country Music Combined With Electric Instruments

Task 2
Directions: This task is the same as Task 1. The five questions or unfinished statements are numbered 26
through 30.

Background music may seem harmless. But it can have a powerful effect on those who hear it.
Recorded background music first found its way into factories, shops and restaurants in the United States.
But it soon spread to other parts of the world. Now it is becoming increasingly difficult to go shopping or
eating a meal without listening to music.

To begin with, “muzak” (#1¥E& &, & & & K) was intended simply to create a soothing (%)
atmosphere. Recently, however, it’s becoming big business—thanks in part to recent research. Dr. Ronald
Milliman, an American marketing expert, has shown that music can boost (215, 34/I) sales or increase
factory production by as much as a third.

But, it has to be light music. A fast one has no effect at all on sales. Slow music can increase receipts
by 38%. This is probably because shoppers slow down and have more opportunities to spot (A, $kit)
items they like to buy. Yet slow music isn’t always answered. Dr. Milliman found, for example, that in
restaurant slow music meant customers took longer to eat their meals, which reduced overall (22 ff], 4:1f
f¥]) sales. So restaurants owners might be well advised to play up-tempo music to keep the customers
moving.

26. The reason why background music is so popular is that

A. it can have a powerful effect on those who hear it
B. it can help to create a soothing atmosphere
C. it can boots sales or increase factory production everywhere

D. it can make customers to eat their meals quickly
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27. Background music means
A. light music that customers enjoy most
B. fast music that makes people move fast
C. slow music that makes customers enjoy their meals
D. the music you are listening to while you are doing something
28. Restaurant owners complain about background music because
A. it results in indigestion
B. it increases their sales
C. it keeps customers moving
D. it decreases their sales
29. The word “up-tempo music” probably means
A. slow music
B. fast music
- C. light music
D. classic music
30. The following statements are true EXCEPT
A. light music has a powerful effect on listeners
B. recorded background music was first used in factories, shops and restaurants
C. light music can boost sales or increase factory production by as much as a third

D. in a restaurant music reduces the overall sales, so it’s no good playing music there

Task 3
Directions: Affer reading the following passage, you are required to complete the outline below it
(Numbered 31 through 35). You should write your answers briefly (in no more than three
words).

A south Jersey transit company is seeking a qualified individual to be a trackman (ZkE&¥E& 7).
Candidate for this position must have a minimum of five years experience as a laborer in heavy
construction or railroad track construction and have a working knowledge of the tool used in performances
of performing heavy physical labor.

Candidate must have good oral and written communication skills, have a high school diploma or
equivalent, normal hearing and vision (corrected or uncorrected) and be without color blindness.
Candidate must possess driver’s license Class B or obtain one in six months after hire.

Ideal candidate will have previous experience. Must be able to work any shift, any days of weeks,
holidays and be able to work alone any hour of the day. Excellent benefit and salary.

Send resume and salary requirements to:

Address: RW 310 Turner Industrial Way

Aston, PA19014




