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The ceramic art of China is a crystalization of the national tradition and cultural spirit of
the Chinese people. It is well — known and enjoys great favour throughout the world. The ce-
ramic art is not only a reflection of the development of human culture but also a representation
of the inner spirit of art both in form and content, which is not compassable in other arts.

In the long history of China’s ceramic art development, Song Dynasty(960 — 1279) was
the Golden Age of ceramic technology. The ceramics of Song Dynasty was characterized by its
moderation, reserve, softness as well as individuality. The ceramic industry of Song Dynasty
was famous for five big kilns; Guan Kiln, Ge Kiln, Ru kiln, Ding Kiln and Jun Kiln. Be-
sides, there were some other well — known Kilns such as Chizhou Kiln, Jizhou Kiln,
Jingdezhen Kiln, etc. These Kilns can be classified into two kinds; the “Guan Kiln” (official
kiln) specialized in making ceramics for the rulers and the “Ming Kiln” ( common kiln) spe-
cialized in making ceramics for daily use. The “Guan Kiln" aimed at producing selected qual-
ity ceramics, paying special attention to the technique of firing and the art of shaping, while
“Ming Kiln"” was for civil use, sharing the features of commonality and locality. However,
“Ming Kiln"is an important part of the folk culture. It manifests an artistic creativity in its
simplicity and naturalness, the sound ground upon which the development of modern ceramics
bases.

Located in Yonghe, Jian County of Jiangxi Province, Jizhou Kiln was then quite an in-
fluential folk ceramic kiln representative of the southem kilns in Song Dynasty. This Kiln be-
gan to work in late Tang Dynasty(618 — 907) and closed in late Yuan Dynasty (1271 - 1368)
or early Ming Dynasty(1368 — 1644) , having lasted for about six hundred years. “The Ce-
rmnimﬁeomd()f]irlgdezl\en"im:ludesﬂlefollowillgwnrds about Jizhou Kiln. “The ceramics
of Jiangxi found its climax in Hongzhou of Tang Dynasty, and in Jizhou of Song Dynasty. " In
fact, Jizhou Kiln and Jingdezhen Kiln were the two comparable kilns of Jiangxi in Song Dy-
nasty, the former famous for its black glazed wares and coloured wares while the latter distin-
guished for its crystal — like Yingqing” ceramics (shadowy blue ceramics) known as “Jade
Beauty. "The decorations on the black glazed wares in Jizhou Kiln such as partridge feather
glaze, tortoiseshell glaze and treeleaf design were not only unique in technology but also typi-
cal of the artistic spirit of both the practical and aesthetic values of cermics in Song Dynasty .
The coloured wares of Jizhou Kiln was also an innovation on the technique of underglaze



painting beginning in Changsha Kiln of Tang Dynasty. It serves as a link for the development
of the Jingdezhen blue and white ceramics in Ming Dynasty.” “The Ceramics Record of
Jingdezhen” says: “(In Jingdezhen) there were almost no coloured wares in Tang and Song
Dynasty; in Yuan Dynasty most ceramic wares were blue — and — white or mimics on others.”
The book also records: “Most kilnmen in Jingdezhen come from Yonghe. ”So, the relation be-
tween Jizhou Kiln and Jingdezhen Kiln is worth studying.

As early as in the 1920s or 1930s, many researchers on ancient ceramics from Britain
and Japan and other countries came to Yonghe, a small town of only two or three square kilo-
meters in area for an exploration and investigation. They came with great curiosity for Chinese
culture and history and stayed in the site of Jizhou Kiln exploring the mystery of China’s ce-
ramics. Researchers in our country also never stop investigating this kiln, and there are dis-
coveries after discoveries. In 1981, Jizhou Kiln was partially unearthed under the organization
of the government and many valuable materials were found, which enabled the researchers to
have a further study on the kiln.

The three authors of “Jizhou Kiln And Its Ceramic Art” have participated in the un-
earthing and investigating of Jizhou Kiln. For ten years, they have been exploring and making
discoveries about this ancient Kiln. Their efforts now bear fruit. This book makes an explicit
research and exposition on the history, culture, scale, distribution, technology and artistic
features of Jizhou Kiln, illustrated with necessary pictures. It is both academic and accessible
to the readers. The publishing of the book will help readers of China’s ceramic culture have
a more ive and deep understanding of the ancient Jizhou Kiln. What's more im-
portant, it helps readers better understand an very important period of the long history of
making ceramics in China.

Dec., 1997
President and Professor of Jingdezhen Ceramic Institute
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