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Lesson One

Text

He Led a Useful Life

Benjamin Franklin would seem right at home among us
if he were alive today. In fact, he did a lot to shape our way
of life. Right now you are probably nodding your head and
thinking, “Oh, yes — we learned all about old B. F. in the
fifth grade.” But let’s see whether you really know “all about
him”’. 7
You probably know that he was a stout old fellow with
a bald head who flew a kite with a key fastened to it and signed
the Declaration of Independence. All that is true, but there
is a lot more to know about this man who had so many useful

ideas and served his country in so many different ways.



Franklin had a practical mind. When he saw a problem,
he tried to do something about it. The houses of Philadelphia
were built of wood and easily caught fire. Neighbors tried to
“1elp each other, but they could do little to save a burning house.
So Franklin organized a fire-fighting company. Philadelphia’s
fire loss became so low that the first fire-insurance company
in the United States was soon set up there. Ben Franklin
was one of its directors. He also persuaded the city to pave
and light its streets. Again, the fact that people had trouble
keeping their houses warm in winter set Franklin’s active mind
to work. He decided that the big fireplaces were to blame.
Because they were set deep into the wall, they did not let enough
heat reach the middle of the room. So he drew some plans
and hired an ironworker to make the potbellied I'ranklin stove.
It stood in the middle of a room and threw off heat in every
direction.

He did not patent the invention. He was too busy with
his discoveries to bother with making money. Although he
was a wealthy man by the time he was forty-two, money by
itself did not interest him. He valued it because it enabled
him to retire from business. Then he had time to spend on
other things that seemed more worthwhile. What he really
cared for most of all was science.

Franklin was always trying to answer the question: What
makes things act the way they do? At that time learned men
were puzzled about electricity. They wondered whether it
was in some way like the lightning in a thunderstorm. It might
be, but how could you prove it? You know how Ben Frank-
lin proved it— by coaxing some electricity down his kite
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string.  That act made him famous in America and Europe.
But of course Franklin did not stop there. He found a way to
make the knowledge useful: he invented the lightning rod.

Franklin would gladly have spent the rest of his days in
quiet study and research. But he was a very important person
now, and the country needed him for public service.

Disagreement between the colonies and the British was
becoming quite serious. Pennsylvania needed a representa-
tive in England. Would Dr Franklin accept the post? He
would. He went to London and stayed there for more than
ten years. He did his best and may have helped to delay the
war. But both sides were too angry to reach agreement.
Franklin returned home just as the Revolutionary War began,
arriving in time to sign the Declaration of Independence.

He was now seventy years old, and his health was not
good. He would gladly have settled down at home. But
America needed help from France to carry on the war, and she
asked Dr Franklin to win this help. He answered, ‘I am like
a worn-out piece of carpet. If there is one corner left which
can be useful to my country, I will be honored.” Soon after,
he set sail for France. There he succeeded in persuading
King Louis of France to declare war on England. That was
an important achievement.

Benjamin Franklin returned to America. He was very
old now, and in poor health. But still he did not settle down
and retire to his comfortable home. He sat through the long
arguments on the terms of the Constitution. Twice, the meet-
ings would have failed if he had not helped the delegates to
agree.



Ben Franklin died in 1790 at the age of eighty-four. He
had spent all his adult life helping people. Years before, he
had told his mother that that was his aim. When he died he
did not want people to say, “He died a rich man.” All he
hoped was that people would remember him and say, “He

led a useful life.”

New Words
1. shape [[eip] 2t : FERIEs R
n. iR BT
2. ned [nod] ut. RER)s AkFER
3. grade [greid] n. E%y B (B, /NERDESR
4, stout [staut] a. HEH)s A SRR
5. fellow ['felou] . K RIEEs FiK
6. bald [bo:ld] a. CRER
7. kite [kait] n. RE
8. sign [sain] ot BB BETFUE, XS
n. N5, B8 Rty TR
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10. independence [,indi'pendans] n. W7y BEy g7
11. loss [los] n. Eks 5T o
12. insurance [in'fuarsns] n. TR RR

insurance company RE AR
13, director [di'rekta] n. HeE EE
14. persuade [pa(:)'sweid] zt. YRS iR
15. pave [peiv] ut. W, HEES
16. fireplace ['faiopleis] n. BE
17. blame [bleim] ot. Ty B w2
18. hire ['haia] vt. s B
19. ironworker ['aion,wa:k3] n. Mgk T Ay BHE|IA
20. potbeliied ['pot, belid] a. REERH]
21. stove [stouv] n, X -
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.
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retire [ri'tais] ot
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28.
29.
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31.
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33,
34,

care [kea] ui.

lightning ['laitnig] n.
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ccax [kouks] ut.
string [strin] n.
rod [rod] n.
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public ['pablik] a.
service ['sa:vis] n.
public service
disagreement [, disa'gri:mont] n.
colony ['koleni] n.
British ['britif] a.
n.
serious ['siariss] a.
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vi.
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delegate ['deligit] n.
adult ['zdalt] a.
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Proper Nouns

. Benjamin Franklin

['bendzomin 'freegklin]

the Declaration of Independence

Philadelphia [,fila'delfjs]
Pennsylvania [, pensil'veinja]
King Louis ['lu(:)i]

the Constitution
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S EEGEERES TN,
1754—1793)

Phrases and Expressions

in fact

right now

be built of (5 out of)
catch fire

. set up
. be to blame
. throw off

bother with (& about)
by the time
by itself

. at that time
. do one’s best

. settle down
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carry on S TEs HTNE
set sail for ML
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sit through
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Notes

. Right now you are probably nodding your head and thinking, “Oh, yes

—we learned all about old B. F. in the fifth grade.”

IERH IR ZIORFTRESRE MUK R R B, ‘MR, X, RIMELFRH B

REZARH E=FTMHEAEELET. 7

1) right now {E“IERIE"“BAENZ" B,

2) old B. F. %7 old Benjamin Franklin, old Fi7E AR L HT, £—
FMFERFIRMRE,

. Although he was a wealthy man by the time he was forty-two, money

by itself did not interest him.
REMFIN+ZINBELE-NMREBHUAT, KRMNEBREAFZHAIIE
B R (AT 24

XHER by the time M{E—AERA, BRH B HKKER", 518
B AR 18 A,

. Pennsylvania needed a representative in England.
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BERMEN RS BREMBERRZNEZRERT=NER
(the colonies) RIZE FIARMM. METRBILERENE. &%
AR, T—EtLHEMBIEN,

. Franklin returned home just as the Revolutionary War hegan, arriving

in time to sign the Declaration of Independence.
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1) the Revolutionary War: ZE[fEv S, X T=AERMARE
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