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A retreat, 4 sanctuary, @ hide-away, a holiday destination. ....a Hotel Resortl A hotel resort, in contrast to
the regular hotel establisbment, pravides accommodation for longer periods of time and offers unique
encounters. Resorts offer experisnces and entertainment dctivilies based upon local attractions which: lure
peopie with the prospects ot engaaing in the exceptional and the exiraordinary. A resert promises an escape
into a warld of exciterrent, pleasure and fantasy where guests are able to relax and unwind.

This refreat can be enjoyed by the whole family 8s ‘children can be cared for-and enterlained in a safe and
stimulating environment. ‘An impartant aspect of fesort design Is to understand the guest profile.

The key resort design elements include:

e Location. '

* Fragmented planning, contextualized within the local surroundings.
* A distinctive architectural theme.

« Combination of facilities whfch make a variety of sporting opportunities within planned zones
possible.

¢ Building arrangements which aid the relaxation and rejuvenation of the guest.

* Numerous food and beverage facilities offering a variety of eating and drinking experiences
with a focus on local cuisine and flavours.

« Distinct child friendly facilities. :

% Centrally located, oversized swimming pools or theme parks.
*  Wellness and fitness centre facilities
* Conference and meeting fééilities

The most difficult stage of a resort praject is Lsually arasping an accurate ‘understanding of the abstract
concept: Thelcommunication betweesn tha designer and ihe client is of the upmaest importance; to define the
project goals and the scope of the infended project.

Once the feasibility study s camied out; the clarity of the project direction, its magnitude and target audience
8 defined -pror o the-design process proceeding: Co-ordination and interaction with the selected resort
operator representatives IS exceptionally importarit, in.order to understand and develop the space planning
and its relatienships betweer functions.

Resorts layouts are planned with-a predominant focus on-the contextiial landscape and also the proximity to
local attractions. -Accessibiy to the beach for acoastal resort Wil be of the Utmast importance whilst sking
taciities will define that cjAhe mountain resort: The ‘opportunity to view exotic gamie will be the focus of a bush
lodge. All these unigug‘and sirking vistas need to be fully exploited and utllized in the desian.

The architectural sensitivity to the envirenmisnt and the sustainable interaction between the ecology and the
siteis of the utmiost importance, whilst the Use of local materials plays a very impartant rale in giving the resort
its uniguie aesthatic,

Ihe public areas need o e spacicus and easily accessible and shoulld_sensitively relate to the surmoundings
thus' creating.a seamiess fusion betwesh interior and exterior: spaces. The guest rooms must be comfortable
and relaxing with an emphasis: on Views ahd rejuvenation
The architecturs and.interior deslan shouid draw their inspiration: from local styles, thus promoting the resort's
e interpratation’of indigenous: beauty and traditions. This:will serve 16 guarantes the reson’s unigusness
and exceptional distinction. : i

DSA Architects International
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ELOUNDA BEACH Hotel & Villas presides on the idyllic north-easterm coast of Crete.

The resort, a staple on Condé Nast Traveler's Gold List and named as the Best Beach Hotel in Europe by GEO SAISON,
Germany, continues to gratify visitors with an intermational standard of hospitality and immersion in the good life of the
Greek.

The Villas project is a contemporary intervention on the coast and aims to connect these scales, acting as a link and
plurring the boundaries between the land and the sea.

The floating sequence of architecturally refined spaces makes you feel enwrapped by nature. The movable internal
partitions and the use of precious teak wood throughout all the spaces from living area, bedroom, bathroom, upper deck
with pool, middle deck and lower deck gives the feeling of the beautiful nature to flow into your private world. The villas
boast three decking areas, private swimming pool, spacious bedroom and living areas, which may be separate or

plan according to your preference and opulent bathrooms with sunken tub, heated floor and steam bath.

The use of a natural dark grey stone for the exterior wall cladding on the set the new volumes is keeping in harmony
with the local environment while the use of natural materials such as wood and leather interiors enwraps the people in a
discreetly opulent atmosphere, in balance with the natural surroundings.

From wireless touch panel, sonar screen, the leather wrapped ceilings, teak wood floors to the private movie theatre with
Blu Ray and hydro massage, every detail has been designed to ensure the ultimate vacation experience.

CONTRIBUTOR
Elounda Beach Hotel

LOCATION
Elounda, Crete, Greece

PHOTOGRAPHER
Mr. Enrico Cano
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