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Guangzhou is a birthplace of beautiful myth and long human civilization. The considerable
cultural relics dated from the Neolithic period, have evidenced that this region was the wonderland
for the early Chinese people for several millenniums.

Guangzhou was always a sparkling point in history of China. It was the capital for three local
dynasties: the Nanyue (B.C.204-B.C.111), Southern Han (A.D.917-971) and Southern Ming
(A.D.1644-1664). As one of the starting point of the Maritime Silk Route, it was the most
representative harbor in Ancient China. The Guangzhou harbor is opening to the Indian Ocean, the
Red Sea and the Pacific Ocean, where the arrived exotic culture is constantly mixed with the
Chinese tradition. Its splendid overseas trade, special geographic situation and civil environment,
created a unique taste of local culture here.

The modern history of China started in Guangzhou, since the Opium War occurred in 1840
and the Democratic Revolution in 1911. The heroic Guangzhou people during these movements
were well respected in China today. The modern Guangzhou city was the harbinger for adapting
modern democracy, Western science and national capitalism.

Guangzhou had made a great progress under the governing of the Chinese Communist Party,
especially since the 1980s onwards, functioning as the front place in China for economic

developing and international trading.
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Map of the ancient Guangzhou City through ages

[T AL I

i

J

i



sporrad JUQISJJIP UT SIINOI IPLI) SWIILIBJA]

3 i 3 WY B 2 T ) o

ueao() UBIpU]
A3k

ueod() o91JIoed

oY

uead() Ol3UB[IY

b




SN

-

Contents
BI= PREFACE
—. NBAEEYE Dawn of the Southern Yue CiviliZAtion «««««eeeeesernerueruerueeeneenrennerneeneenneennss 1
—. FgEEAR Capital of the Namyue Kingilomn sssmesss s snsemces o comumnmans o sumsutoniun swainmndsies s50smismg s 13
=, Bt Metropolitan of Tinpnans«sreess vasconss sosuinns s ssusssss s vasmsnas o sssons s soshoatss 43
Pl TR Naming Goangzlou  «=»sssasssiiseasiessomnsmnes sonnamosss sagmesss s s sossosas s ossasmans 99
F. XFEFE Imperial Treasury in the Sotith «ssssssss o s sssmunais sonammnd s snsasmnen s smmmanon vossmsnsa 125
75« FAiNEZEF Hub of the Nanhan KAty sers s rovmamma s s vrmusnss s sumpmsnst s s smamnsma's vosnminn snomsonae 155
1. =WE— Three Towns in One L | NP PR —— 177
J\. TEBT Co-hong of Imperial China cesceceececceressorsntsscnransnnnasissuosssnrersnneenncerensens 197
. BXS 25 First to Accept Wostern. Cultures «-«--«s« -ssnsres ssnssmienssonsusnns ssumumsans s sxswin 241

-'—\ ﬁzﬁﬂﬁi Heroic Metroplis ........................................................................... 305






: I~ 9N [ 5B B 51 B A

h HISTORY OF GUANGZHOU

[7N, tRMEERES, (IFR. BB, t=T080, AUES.
IRESER, BRDE, (UF0E. TOH, XEEARH, BF
B, TRME, BOES, BRINEBENR, T9BER. M. KL
BIUNRE. EORINESK, o, TFEA, [TINBEERELT
£R, FeE T WEBYSRAIEE,

Situated at the join point of the Eastern, Western and Northern
branches of the Pearl River, Guangzhou is facing the South China Sea
and surrounded by hills in the north. Its subtropical weather features
in warm and humid air like spring all around the year. In pre—history
period, this region is full of jungles and pools, rivers and islands,
which is suitable to develop agriculture, cattle breeding and fishing.
Archaeological discoveries reveal that as early as six or seven
thousand years ago, forefathers of the native Yue people had already

started significant Neolithic civilization here.
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It is said that once upon a time there were five fairies riding five goats flew to Guangzhou, brought five bunches of rice ears to local people,
blessing them everlasting fertility. The five fairies soon vanished in the sky, while the five heavenly goats turned into stone goats and left in
Guangzhou. That is why Guangzhou is also called Goats City, or City of Rice Eeas.

This statue is the original piece created by Guangzhou sculptors Yin Jichang, Kong Fanwei, Chen Benzong in 1959. It is inspired by an ancient
local myth. The huge stone statue of Five Goats, now stands on the top of the Wuyang Hill in Yuexiu Park, is copied from this piece.
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Site of Beiqiu, Jinlansi village, Sanjiang town, Zengcheng city, discovered in 1961, dated from the Neolithic to the
Warring States period, providing the important stratigraphic sequence for the chronological studies on the early civilization
in Guangdong.(provided by Zeng Museum)
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Pottery sherds excavated from the site of Beiqiu, Jinlan Temple, Zengcheng City.(provided by Zeng Museum)
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Shixiang site, Lutian, Conghua city, situated in between the Pearl River Delta and the Northern Canton mountain region, which mixes the delta
culture with the Shixia culture from the north. It was discovered in 2002, dated from the late Neolithic period to Shang and Zhou Dynasties, providing
materials for Pre-history cultural exchange reseank. (provided by the Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)

P, Hraasnt B, 200248 Ak B FH I 42 53t O L HE, O AR, 20024 WAk B
et (7 M L S AR TR AL ) Wigisthb i+, (M T L F FHFRARAR)

Pottery vase, late Neolithic, from Shixiang site in Lutian in Pottery vase with high neck and round foot, late Neolithic,
2002. (provided by the Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research from Shixiang site in Lutian in 2002.(provided by the Cultural Relics
Institution of Guangzhou) and Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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Site of Lujing Village, Nansha country, situated around the mouth of the Pearl River, excavated in 2001, dated to the Neolithic period to Shang

Dynasty. It is the most fruitful pre-history site in Guangzhou region, which yields thick piles, various type of materials, and versatile cultural heritage,
thus important for chronicle study of Pearl River mouth region.(provided by the Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research Institution of

Guangzhou)
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Reconstruction of Nansha Man based on its complete skeleton first
excavated from Guangzhou, dated to 3 or 4 thousand years from today.
Anthropological speaking, Nansha Man belongs to Armenian group, male, 45 ~
50 years old, Lyl.70 m in height.(provided by the Cultural Relics and
Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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Pottery vase with round foot, Shang Dynasty, from Site of
Lujing Village, Nanshan, Guangzhou in 2001.(provided by the
Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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Stone weapon ben with two shoulders dated to Shang Dynasty,
from Site of Lujing Village, Nanshan, Guangzhou in 2001.(provided
by the Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research Institution of
Guangzhou)
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Stone ritual ware zhang, Shang Dynasty, from Site of Lujing
Village, Nansha, Guangzhou in 2001.(provided by the Cultural Relics
and Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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Pottery pot fu, Shang Dynasty, from Site of Lujing Village,
Nanshan, Guangzhou in 2001.(provided by the Cultural Relics and
Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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Stone weapon ben with shoulder and handle, Shang Dynasty,
from Site of Lujing Village, Nansha, Guangzhou in 2001.(provided by
the Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research Institution of
Guangzhou)
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Bone arrow head, Shang Dynasty, from Site of Lujing Village,

Nansha, Guangzhou in 2001.(provided by the Cultural Relics and
Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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Feieling Neolithic site is located in southeast of Longdong, Guangzhou, excavated in 1957. Sites include the Feieling, Qingshangang,
Lingtanggang, dated to the late Neolithic to the Spring & Autumn period. It was a typical ploughing agriculture.
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+5 Pottery food container dou, Neolithic period, gathered from
Stone spear, Neolithic period, from Feieling Neolithic site, Longyandong, Guangzhou.

Guangzhou.
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Yueren tomb from Luogang is a stone tomb dated to the Pre-Qin period, belong to the local Yue ethnic people, excavated in 2004. The tomb pit
is in shallow rectangular, its three side of walls are built in stone slabs and wooden panel for the northern wall, with chamber ground made in pebble
stone. More than 30 pieces of blue grazed potteries in Yun style are found, including vases decorated with or check motifs, boxes, bowls, and cups
with some carvings. (provided by the Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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) Pottery Pitcher yi, the end of the Warring States Period to the Nanyue
Pottery vase with lid decorated with throne motif, Period, from Yuangangshan, Luogang, Guangzhou, 2004.(provided by the
Spring & Autumn period, from Zhuilingang, Luogang, Cultural Relics and Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)

Guangzhou,1999. (provided by the Cultural Relics and
Archaeological Research Institution of Guangzhou)
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Bronze weapon “ge” , in southern style, casted clouds motif on
both sides, Spring & Autumn period, from Luogang, Guangzhou, 1956.
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Bronze short sword, in southern style, very different from the ones . "
from Central Plain, Spring & Auni,mn ;Zriod, from Luogang, AL S A
Guangzhou,1956. The bronze culture in Lingnan developed later that the

Central Plain, first appeared in Spring & Autumn period. The Southern
style features in small and thin ritual wares, tools, and daily wares.
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