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The ancient Greek and Roman civilizations provided
the foundation of modern Western civilization.
Legend has it that the Latin Romulus founded Rome
on the banks of the river Tiber in 753 BCE. Following
experiences with monarchy (753-509 BCE) and
Republican rule (509-27 BCE), Rome became an
imperial power in the 1% century BCE. Centuries of
conquests and expansion created a Roman empire
that reached far beyond its city walls, an empire that
stretched over Europe, Asia and Africa. In the 3™
century CE the Roman Empire reached its apogee,
with a prosperous economy, strong military and stable
government, stretching from Britain in the west to
Asia Minor in the East, and from the Danube and the
Rhine in the north to Egypt in the south. The entire
Mediterranean Sea was under the control of Rome.
In the later part of the 3" century CE, the Empire
experienced profound changes, frequent wars and
a quick succession of Emperors. In the year 395 CE,
the Roman Empire split into two, into the Eastern and
Western halves. Economic decline and barbarian
invasions brought the Western Roman Empire to an end
in the year 476 CE. The Eastern Roman Empire managed
to last for another thousand years before succumbing to
the Ottoman Empire in 1453.

The Roman Empire united two great civilizations,
the Egyptian and the Greek under its umbrella, and the
Empire has had a profound influence on international
politics later on in history. Roman culture was deeply
inspired by ancient Greek culture, and the Romans
completely absorbed and remade Greek philosophy,
literature and arts. The Eastern Roman Empire retained
a large proportion of ancient Greek culture and played
a direct role in the modern Renaissance. Christianity
found widespread dissemination within the Empire and
eventually became the official religion of the Empire
and sealing its central position in Western civilization
and culture. Roman law was the expression of the
Romans’ spirit and also provided the basis for modern
Western legal systems, exerting an influence on the
world that far surpassed any Roman artistic legacy.

At the same time as the Roman Empire was reigning
supreme in the West, the Qin and Han Dynasties
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constituted the major power in the East. During the
Western Han Dynasty, Zhang Qian set out on his
western expeditions which sparked off a series of East-
West cultural interactions. Beginning with the Han era
all through to the Yuan and Ming dynasties the Roman
and Chinese empires were in constant contact. The
Hubei Provincial Museum has always had a positive
working relationship with Italian museums. In 2006,
the Museum collaborated with the Xi’an Museum to
organize the “Exhibition of Qin and Han Antiquities”
in Rome, and in 2009 partnered cultural organizations
such as the China Millennium Monument to hold the
Qin/Han — Roman Civilizations exhibition in Italy. It has
always been the intention of the Museum to hold an
exhibition on the culture of the Roman Empire in China.
With the support of the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage, Italy’s Ministry of Cultural Heritage and
Activities and the Tuscany Cultural and Heritage Bureau,
the Museum has joined hands with the Museum of Qin
Shihuang Terracotta Warriors and Horses and the Jilin
Museum to finally open Days of Glory: an exhibition
of Roman Empire Antiquities in Wuhan. The exhibition
the Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Firenze and the
Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Siena curated by
Carlotta Cianferoni Director of the Museo Archeologico
Nazionale di Firenze and realized with the joint effort
of Triumph Asia Co., Ltd and Contemporanea Progetti.
The nearly 300 antiquities on show at the exhibition
include sculptures, coins, jewelry and articles for daily
use, offering visitors a glimpse of political, military
and religious life in the grand tapestry and the fountain
of Western civilization that was the Roman Empire. |
would like to take this opportunity to offer my sincere
gratitude to all who have helped to make this exhibition
possible, and I wish the exhibition every success!

Bao Dongbo
Director of Hubei Provincial Museum
August 2012
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The Mediterranean is well known as an important
region in the birth and emergence of human civilization.
Two of the four major historic civilizations in human
history originated on the Mediterranean coast, with
the Italian Peninsula situated on the north shore of the
Mediterranean, and the early advanced civilizations of
North Africa on the south shore. Another birthplace of
both Eastern and Western civilization, Greece, is across
the Aegean Sea. Under these unique geographical
conditions, a highly developed civilization was born -
The Roman Empire.

The highly developed culture, government, economy
and army of the Roman Empire influenced and radiated
to many surrounding areas over a relatively long period
of time. Starting as a city state, it eventually flourished
to connect territories from the continents of Europe,
Asia, and Africa. Two thousand years ago, in a period of
low human productivity, the dominance of the Romans
was such that they commanded an empire stretching
from Britain to the banks of the Nile, encapsulating the
entire Mediterranean region.

Every step in the rise of the Roman Empire, through
its prosperity and peak, to its decline and eventual
disintegration, accompanied major historical events on
the European continent. The birth of the Roman city
state was the result of human cultural development; the
spread of its Empire an exemplification of progress in
productivity on the European continent; and its collapse
an inevitable result of human civilization trends. On
one level, the Roman Empire is no longer simply the
simple history of a city-state’s development, but is a
vivid textbook of the evolution of human civilization.

Today, two thousand years on, we are working
with the Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Firenze,
the Museo Archeologico Nazionale di Siena, Carlotta
Cianferoni Director of the Museo Archeologico
Nazionale di Firenze, Triumph Asia Co., Ltd and
Contemporanea Progetti to bring a collection of nearly
300 Roman artifacts to China and to Jilin Province, an
event of great significance.
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The object of this jointly organized exhibition is
to give the Eastern descendants of this once great
Eurasian empire an opportunity to meet and understand
their ancestors and get acquainted with another great
civilization. We hope this exhibition will open up new
areas of Sino-ltalian history and cultural exchange.

We are currently working together to compile images
and information about these cultural artifacts from this
exhibition into a book — which will be published very
soon — in order to commemorate this precious historical
event.

Zhao Ruijun
Director of Jilin Provincial Museum
August 2012
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